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Chairman
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Wootton Parish Council is a democratically
elected body which was created in May 2015.
It is the first tier of local government and
has a range of statutory powers which may
be excised if voted on. With the introduction
of Unitary Councils in April 2021 it will
probably receive more powers and gain more
responsibility following the reorganisation of
local government in Northamptonshire.
The Council has the power to Precept (tax)
local residents to provide services in the
Parish; it is currently involved in many projects
including extending Wootton Community
Centre and bringing the Library under it’s
wing.

Would you like to get involved?
The Parish Council has twelve Councillors
each having a responsibility to attend
meetings and participate in debate and
decision making. A Parish Councillor is not
a volunteer, they are the holder of a public
office.

It’s election time at the Council!
Expressions of interest are welcomed from
anyone who is over 18 years old.

As a Councillor representing your community
you will help keep it a great place to live and
work. You will be supported in your role and will
be expected to undertake training. You should
be comfortable working electronically. You
should have a positive outlook and a can-do
attitude and be willing to work as part of a
team.

Are you eligible?
If you are over the age of 18 and live or work in
Wootton Parish or within a three-mile radius,
you can stand as a Parish Councillor in the
election in May. It is really important that the
Parish Council has a range of different ages
and demographics so all candidates are very
welcome.

How can you apply?
If you are interested in becoming a Parish
Councillor and making decisions that make
a real different to the local Community of
Wootton please contact your Parish Clerk for
more information.

Telephone: 01604 705055
Email: clerk@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Welcome to the second edition
of the Wootton Mag. We are very
pleased to be able to produce this
Mag for you and hope you will let
us have some feedback to ensure we are producing
something you wish to receive.
Some important pieces of information relevant to
everyone are included this time. Please pay special
attention to the article on the National Census; it is
compulsory for all households to complete it and there
is a fine should you not. We also have elections this year
due to the change in local government reorganisation
and the Parish Council will also go to election - detailed
information has been included in this Mag.
Special articles featuring our newly created “Wootton
Wombles”, our local Member of Parliament Andrea
Leadsom, and “Stanley” the sink hole, make for good
reading on top of our usual articles.
Going forward we would like to create a page entitled,
“Pride of Wootton”. We would love to feature those
local residents who generously contribute their time
to make a difference to our community. If you know of
residents who fit this description, please contact the
Parish Council using the usual email address.
Noel
Chairman, Wootton Parish Council
01604 705055
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Wootton Seniors Club
A surprise for all!

Wootton Mag does not accept any responsibility for errors
and omissions in this publication, or for the accuracy of
claims made by advertisers. Views expressed by contributors
are their own and are not necessarily shared by the
publishers. This publication has no political bias.

Contact your Parish Clerk, Mrs Tina Charteress at the Parish Office:
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parents and wider members of their families
and our community for their continued
support – our online live lessons approach has
certainly received lots of positive feedback.
It would be remiss of us to not mention
here the generosity of both our school, and
wider, community for their kind donations
of digital devices which have played a huge
part in ensuring our students continued to
benefit from excellent teaching whilst learning
remotely from home. Thank you!
We are proud of our online learning provision
and on-site Lateral Flow Testing (LFT)
provision; the latter has been in place since
the beginning of the year. We were able to
rapidly recruit testing staff, many from our
local community, and since January have
carried out around 1800 tests for our on-site
staff and students.

We are delighted to contribute to the second
edition of WoottonMag.
So much has happened recently with
the successful roll out of the vaccination
programme for COVID-19 and the introduction
of Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) it seems that
spring is certainly on its way. With brighter
mornings and longer days, and the easing of
lockdown restrictions over the coming weeks,
we are looking forward to opening our doors
again to staff and all our students. Hopefully,
we can begin to resume normality again soon.
School has, of course, been open for many
of our critical worker and vulnerable children
throughout this time. Since January, our
primary phase has continued to educate
around 150 children on-site each week, with
around 120 on-site in our secondary phase.

With over 2300 staff and students set to
return during the week beginning 8 March,
we estimate that we will be carrying out over
4500 tests during the first 10 days. Once
again, we are rising to the challenge to get our
children back into school where they belong
and looking forward to feeling more like a
school family. It has certainly been a long wait.

A truly festive feeling!
On Friday 11th December, our secondary
students demonstrated an incredible display
of generosity by contributing a vast array of
festive goodies and store cupboard essentials
as part of Caroline Chisholm School’s
community care package drive. To tie in with
supporting both Save the Children and CCS
Friends, students were encouraged to wear
festive clothes or general mufti and dropped
their food items into designated boxes on
arrival. The festive mood was enhanced by
some fab Christmas tunes and dancing
from some staff and students. Additionally,
our Primary phase students contributed an
enormous box of goodies to the cause and
enjoyed participating in the festive mufti day.

current circumstances and this was a lovely
opportunity for them to give something back
to the community in which they live and learn.
It was just a token, we know that Christmas
will have been so altered this year, for so many,
but we are really pleased to have been able to
do something to bring a little Christmas cheer
to our neighbourhood.
Christmas 2020 was going to be strange
No big parties or celebrations – things
would be changed
So our students decided to bring some
good cheer
And donate extra goodies to those who
lived near.

This year has been tough. It has impacted
all our lives. To see so many of our young
people participate in supporting those in
our community was heart-warming and
highlights the thoughtfulness and generosity
of our students. We have been so proud
of how they have adapted to life in the

Dressed in their festive best the students
arrived
In their dozens, with gifts that ranged
from rice to mince pies
They donated so much, boxes covering
the floor
Store cupboards staples and sweet things
galore.
The sixth form café was loaded with
wonderful sights
Of chocolates, cakes, crackers: all the
festive delights,

The Wooldale Centre for Learning
Wootton Fields, Northampton, NN4 6TP
We haven’t, however, forgotten that the
vast majority of our students have been
working extremely hard at home, and we are
ever thankful for their resilience and also to
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All treats for the lovely folk of our
community

www.ccs.northants.sch.uk
Facebook: CarolineChisholmSchool
Twitter: @CCS_UK

Our students all shared in this festive
opportunity.

Samantha Kirk surrounded by the incredibly generous donations
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Wootton Seniors Club

News from Wootton Parish Council

Mostly good news, but . . .

For ten years Wootton Seniors have met every Wednesday afternoon
either at Wootton Community Centre, Curtlee Hill or out on a trip.
It will be almost a year when Wootton Seniors
club last met in early March 2020. Since then
life has been very different and challenging for
us all. However the club committee have made
sure that we keep in touch with news emails
and a Buddy system.

Thank you, Father Christmas!

of Christmas fare. ‘ I have never received
anything so special in my life’ was amongst
the thrilled responses.
As we have been very limited in what we can
do walking has become a beneficial activity.
Discovering new walks, often meeting other
Seniors and stopping for a ‘distanced’ chat
and finding out more about our area has been
very interesting.

We had begun to organise links with Caroline
Chisholm school after the principal, David
James, visited us on a Wednesday afternoon.
He was very keen to develop the idea of
‘community’ for his students and invited
Seniors to share afternoon tea with some of
them. This was planned for May 2020 but
then couldn’t go ahead

To enable us to deliver a Coffee Shop
and newly fitted Library we must procure
strict tender processes which meet with
government legislation set out for Parish
Councils. The completion date for these
tender opportunities has finished and the
Parish Councillors will be meeting to decide
who to award the contracts to. As with
any commercial tender opportunity we are
governed by commercial sensitivity but please
rest assured, the procurement process we
have carried out is completely lawful and we
are looking forward to being able to provide
these shiny new services for you, when the
Community Centre finally re-opens.

There was no doubt that when we were all
feeling a little down and fed up with more
Covid restrictions and the prospect of a
gloomy Christmas, a visit from the “big man”
cheered us up. It was lovely to see so many
families turn up to cheer Father Christmas
along on his sleigh as he made his way around
Wootton Fields. Enormous thanks to the
Rotary Club of Northampton Becket for
making this happen!

Now we can see glimpses of Spring: daffodils
around St Georges church, snowdrops and
crocus in the gardens and look forward to
when we can meet together again.
Cathy Cornis
Club secretary

However, we had an amazing surprise when we
were told that every member of Seniors club
would receive a Christmas ‘goodie’ box from
the pupils at the school. The boxes, which
were delivered by volunteers from our Parish
council, were packed with chocolates, biscuits,
mince pies, Xmas puds and a great variety

The Parish Council have also gone out
to tender for a landscaper on the land at
Simpson Manor. This land was given to
the Parish Council from the developer as
part of a Section 106 agreement and the
Council is looking to create an area in which
residents can enjoy the green space. This
tender opportunity is now also closed, and
Councillors will be making a decision shortly.

Jean Penny
Chair

New members are always very welcome.
Phone the club chairperson:

Santa spreading joy

Parish Council Business

Jean Penny on 01604 762323

The Parish Council continues to meet
monthly as it has done through the pandemic.
Meetings are held virtually via Zoom and our
agendas are published on our website and
notice boards. Members of the public are very
welcome to join our meetings and the virtual
joining instructions are on the agendas; please
contact me if you would like to attend and I
can point you in the right direction.

The Parish Council will be going to election
this May; you will notice various articles
through this edition, and I am more than
happy to speak to anyone who would like to
become part of this very important first tier of
local government.

Anti-social behaviour, criminal
damage and Community Spirit

The new Community Centre Extension has
meant that we will be delivering much more
in the way of service to our community.

WOOTTON PARISH MAG
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Those of you on social media will have
been very disappointed to see that we have
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Why?!!

Thank you Joe Hurn

experienced yet more criminal damage at the
Community Centre despite being in a National
Lockdown!

obtain some grant funded planting from the
Environment Agency and the Freshwater
Habitats Trust. This funding is in place to try
to alleviate flooding in areas which contain
a main water course. In our case, Wootton
Brook is deemed as a main water course and
a large number of trees and shrubs have been
planted to help prevent flooding on the A45
and then further on into Collingtree.

The first incident involved two young males
caught on CCTV shooting the intercom
system at the Community Centre with a
handheld gun. We have pictures of the culprits
and the Police have identified and arrested an
individual.

Our Courses aim to improve your
knowledge and skills, giving you

Food Market

the confidence to move into

The Parish Council has been talking to The
Little Farm Shop Company Ltd about creating
a market for residents to enjoy. The market will
sell fruit & veg and other local produce and will
be similar in nature to a farmer’s market.

further learning or work. We
have something for everyone,
including free Functional Skills
English and maths, along with
computer skills.

Food Safety

Going forward . . .

Out of a sad story comes a great one . . .
A member of our community, Mr Joe Hurn,
became our “knight in shining armour” and he
re-sprayed the burnt roundabout. The Parish
Council would like to extend an enormous
sincere thank you to Mr Hurn for his incredible
community spirited feat.

Whilst we haven’t yet taken ownership of
the land adjacent to Wooldale Road from
David Wilson Homes, we have managed to

Further information about
planned courses can be found on
our website:
https://courses.northantsglobal.

Tina Charteress
Clerk to Wootton Parish Council
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Food Allergens

Digital Photography

We will keep updating residents via all the
media we can on our activities and please note
that the Community Centre may be closed
but the Parish Council remains fully functional
and happy to serve the parish of Wootton.

Land Transfers

Web
Design

English
Languages

Over the next few months whilst the Covid
restrictions are eased the Community Centre
Building project will be completed and the
Centre will be re-opened. We have plans to
run some community events and look forward
to welcoming you back into the building.

COSHH

Maths

H&S

All of the young people involved in both
incidents are aged between 13-16 . . . do you
know what your young people are doing?

Digital Skills

The first weekly Saturday market will be held
in the Community Centre carpark on Saturday
27th March between the hours of 8am – 2pm.

Job Hunting

The second incident involved 5 young people,
three boys and two girls, setting fire to our
newly refurbished roundabout in the small
children’s play area. The Police have again
taken the footage of these individuals and are
in the process of trying to identify them.

WOOTTON PARISH MAG

The land has been cleared by the developers
and has also been opened up with chicanes
enabling access onto the green space. There
are however dense areas of cut down brambles
and nettles and we ask that you take care
when walking in these spaces; especially if you
have dogs. Hopefully in our next Mag we will
be able to report the land has been transferred
to the Parish Council, signage should be in
place and the area will be able to be enjoyed by
all residents.

net/AvailableCoursesList.asp
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Welcome to St George’s

WOOTTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

N

O

www.wootton.northants.sch.uk

VALUE: Respect and Cooperation | BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE: Role Model

What makes Wootton Primary School so special?
Our aim is for all of us to be the best that we can possibly be!
Wootton Primary School has been at the heart of the local community since 1872. The school has
excellent relationships with the local community and our children get involved in the many great activities
within the village.
We have an excellent reputation in the county and our children consistently attain well above the national
averages and have impeccable manners and behaviour. We treat every child as an individual and ensure
that they are given every opportunity to succeed and develop into good people.
For children, this means that everyone in the school strives to support them to attain the very best in
terms of educational, personal and social development. We want children to enjoy school, feel inspired to
learn, feel safe and take a full part in the life of the school community.
Values underpin our school ethos. RESPECT is at the heart of everything - Respect for yourself, Respect
for others and Respect for the environment. Together with this, we teach children about:

Responsibility

Friendship

Honesty

Cooperation

Courage

Caring

Our spacious grounds have been carefully developed over the years so that we have fantastic
recreational spaces throughout the school. We believe that the outside environment is as important
as the classrooms themselves to help children learn, and constantly strive to ensure that the physical
environment is as safe and stimulating as possible.
We have spaces available in Reception and Year 1 for September 2021. For further information,
please contact the school office on (01604) 761679.

Ending and
beginning . . .
During a recent afternoon walk, someone
wished me, “Good morning.”, corrected
herself and then confessed not only had she
no idea what time of day, or even what day it
was, but a little while before had thought the
year was 2012. In the next hour I came across
two other people who were also struggling to
remember any facts about dates. The COVID
season is one everyone will be pleased to see
behind us.

included fear, anger, sadness and, finally, a
blend of hope-yet-not-daring-to hope. Along
with many other people during the past
months, I have experienced all these and more.
It was forty days after Jesus was raised from
death that his closest friends and followers set
off on their new life after months of turmoil.
Over the coming weeks it might be wise to
take stock and deal with the exhaustion and
range of other emotions before discovering
the richness of life post-pandemic.

At the time of writing, children are about to
return to school full-time, leading to a mixture
of relief and heightened anxiety, depending
on personal circumstances. The weather is
beautiful and the announcement of phased
lifting of restrictions has led to a real sense of
hope. While some people are, understandably,
still fearful, many others are experiencing
a sense of impending freedom and are
beginning to make plans. Personally, I can’t
wait to offer and receive hospitality and hugs!

We plan to open the church for Holy Week,
from Monday 29th March onwards. Look
for details on social media and notices. On
Easter Sunday (4th April) we shall hold a
dawn service in the churchyard, followed by
a celebration for people of all ages at 10.30.
While numbers inside are limited, we intend
to stream services and make them available
on YouTube. You are welcome to join us as we
together learn how to move from suffering
and death to life in all its fullness.

Easter, the Christian festival of hope and
new life as we remember Jesus’ death and
resurrection, feels more poignant than ever.
The Bible’s accounts of Jesus’ popularity,
betrayal, mental agony, physical torture and
execution resonate with much in the daily
news. The reactions of the crowds, Jesus’
enemies and his closest friends and family

And finally . . .
These ‘edible tombs’ are
delicious and easy to make.
You might enjoy some this
Easter in addition to your
chocolate eggs. Discover
more ideas in and through
your parish church!
Rev Lakshmi Jeffreys
St George the Martyr Church, Wootton

01604 761679
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P: 01604 962061
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meeting a variety of needs. Not every group is
for everyone but every group is for someone.

A Time of Discovery

We are about to launch our new website which
is designed as a resource for discovering the
truth about Jesus Christ and the Christian
Faith and can be found at:

Although the past twelve months have been
a time of turbulence and unpredictability, it
has also been a time of discovery. Discovering
the things that are actually important to
us. Discovering new ways of doing things.
Discovering new walks and places of interest.
Discovering heroes and heroines on a very
different front line. Discovering the trials and
tribulations of modern technology (including
that mute button!). And, discovering the
richness, diversity and value of community.

www.christiancelebration.wix.com/home
Our Facebook Page offers Christian based
encouragement.
And, if you’d like to connect with us, you can
message via Facebook, email us at
christiancelebrationchurch@yahoo.co.uk or
give us a call on 01604 466914

Communities are made up of a unique
combination of people, groups, organisations
and businesses serving the community by

Pastor Rachel Clarke
Christian Celebration Church

* The Trinity Centre is managed by the Methodist Church. For further information about
the centre or to discover more of the work of the Methodist Church in Northampton email:
office@methodist-churches-northampton.org.uk or check the website:
methodist-churches-northampton.org.uk

Wootton & Hardingstone
Girl Guiding
Within the Wootton & Hardingstone District
we have 2 Rainbow Units (girls 5-7 years), 3
Brownie Units (7-10 years) and 2 Guide Units
(11-14 years) and a dedicated and experienced
team of 28 volunteer Guiders, Young Leaders
and Unit Helpers.

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/ where
you’ll also find further information about each
Section.

All Units are popular and often have a waiting
list, so we’d recommend you register your
daughter through the Girl Guiding website.

Sarah Goode
Tel: 07775 728076

WOOTTON PARISH MAG

Hello from Wootton
Pre-School Playgroup!

Christian Celebration Church is a group that
has met in the Methodist-owned Trinity
Centre* on the High Street in Wootton for a
number of years and helps people to discover,
deepen, strengthen and live out their Christian
Faith.

Also, if you’d be interested in volunteering
to support your local Guiding Units please
contact your local District Commissioners:

12

Ann Johnson
Tel: 07890 938488
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What a strange year it has been and is
continuing to be . . .

We are your local pre-school based in the
heart of the village. You can find us in the
Memorial Hall which is opposite the church
on High Street where we have been based for
nearly 50 years, having opened in 1974 as a
traditional playgroup.

We have continued to open despite the
pandemic and have altered our operational
requirements to ensure we maintain the
safety of the children and staff. As we write we
are mixed into three separate ‘bubbles’ which
move around the setting during the day to
ensure all the children experience our different
learning zones. The current restrictions
have prevented us doing many of the annual
things we love to do. In a ‘normal’ year we
take the children to the park as often as we
can, we have a summer trip – which involves
a very exciting coach ride, visit a panto at The
Derngate and the children put on a Christmas
and end of year leaver’s show for their parents
/ carers which involves a lot of hard work and
practise!

Children are very welcome to come to us from
the surrounding areas and villages. We are
open during school term time each weekday
and children can join us from two and a half
years through to school age. We have lovely
links with the local primary schools and our
Friday morning session is especially for those
children heading off to school. We pride
ourselves on the development of our school
leavers’ and their ability to perform many
tasks independently – which gives them a
super start in primary school.
We are a small pre-school. We have six
members of staff who all live locally and who
all, with the exception of one, have had their
own children – many who attended playgroup!
Staff training is incredibly important to us
and all of our staff are qualified to a minimum
level 3 in Early Years Childcare. Our deputy
manager has a Foundation Degree in Working
with Children and their Families and our
manager has a BA in Early Childhood Studies
and holds the Early Years Professional Status
and has worked at playgroup for over 20 years.

Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions, we
are unable to have visitors at the moment
to look around. But please visit our website
at www.woottonplaygroup.co.uk or find
us on Facebook (Wootton Pre-School
Playgroup @preschoolwootton) where you
will see all of what we do.
Please contact us for further information:
Telephone: 07840 822476

We operate as a charity (and so are not a
profit-making business) and are managed
by a committee of trustees – all of whom
are parents of current or past children. Our
current chairperson has had her own children
and then grandchildren attending pre-school!

March 2021

Email: woottonplaygroup@btconnect.com
www.woottonplaygroup.co.uk
@preschoolwootton
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Managing flood risk
in the Wootton Brook catchment
What is the risk of flooding here and
how is it managed?

Wootton Brook is classed as a main river
from where it joins the River Nene to a
point upstream of Horton. This means the
Environment Agency (EA) has permissive
powers to carry out maintenance and
manage flood risk between these locations.
Northamptonshire County Council (NCC)
has a responsibility to manage flood risk from
surface water.

l

A survey has been sent to communities to see
if anything can improve the way flood risk is
managed.
If you have not received a survey yet, please
call 03708 506 506 for a hard copy, or email
frt.lincsandnorthants@environment-agency.
gov.uk for an electronic version.
Under the Flood and Water Management
Act 2010, one of the roles of NCC as Lead
Local Flood Authority (LLFA) is to carry out
investigations into flooding incidents if they
meet set thresholds.
Flooding in the Wootton Brook catchment
meets these thresholds, so a Section 19 flood
investigation will be completed.
You can find out more about the flood
investigation process here: https://
www.floodtoolkit.com/wp-content/
uploads/2018/06/3.-Flooding-Floodinvestigations.pdf

© Environment Agency copyright and/or
database rights 2021. All rights reserved.
© Crown Copyright and database right.
All rights reserved. Environment Agency,
100026380, 2021.

How can you prepare for flooding and reduce the risk to your home?

Maintenance

l

Winter flooding 2020/2021

Two studies were commissioned in 2003 to
look at the potential for a scheme to manage
flood risk, following flooding affecting homes
in Collingtree in 1992 and 1998, as well
as homes in Horton and the village hall in
Hackleton in 1998.
As part of a new Natural Flood Management
Scheme, there are now 39 woody structures
and five water storage areas that have been
constructed since June last year to ‘slow the
flow’ of the water naturally to reduce flood risk
for those living in Collingtree and Wootton.
This has only been possible with the support
of landowners and others. Checks carried
out on 24 December found that leaky dams
upstream of Horton were working well.

There are 83 properties in the Flood Warning
Area for Wootton Brook. Horton and Preston
Deanery are covered by a separate Flood
Warning Area which covers more than 100
properties in the Upper River Nene and its
tributaries.

l

Flood risk reduction schemes

Desilting takes place every few years in
key locations. In March, a 210m2 section
of the Wootton Brook Canal Culverts will
be desilted to reduce weed growth, prevent
debris blockages and allow water to flow
more freely.

l

l

Last year a weed cut by hand took place
along Wootton Brook, Wootton Brook
Canal Culverts and Courtenhall Grange Arm.
This will be reviewed following the desilting
and repeated each year if needed.

l

Every year the river banks/flood defences
are inspected to ensure there has been no
damage.

Other activity takes place every few years
if required e.g. dredging downstream of
Hackleton in 2015/16.
A bid to remove bushes and vegetation
this year along Wootton Brook has been
submitted for approval in our maintenance
programme.
Please be aware that if you own land next
to a watercourse then you are responsible
for its maintenance. See this link for more
details: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
owning-a-watercourse. The EA has
permissive powers to carry out work on your
land to reduce flood risk to property.

Flood risk can be reduced, but it can’t be
removed entirely. You can take steps to help
reduce the impact:
l

l

Go online here https://flood-warninginformation.service.gov.uk/plan-aheadfor-flooding to check if you:
l

– are in an area that is at risk from
flooding
– can sign up to the Flood Warning
Service to get advance notice of when
river flooding is expected.

WOOTTON PARISH MAG

Incident Hotline 0800 80 70 60

14

March 2021

You can also do this by calling Floodline on
0345 988 1188.

l

Floodline 0345 988 1188
March 2021

Further useful information can be found at
Northamptonshire County Council’s Flood
Toolkit page:
https://www.floodtoolkit.com

For more information, please contact the
Flood Resilience Team for Lincolnshire and
Northamptonshire by email or phone:
l

Floodline 0345 988 1188

You could prepare an Emergency Bag of
essential items. This might include spare
glasses, waterproof coat, medication,
water, food, insurance documents and pet
food. You could consider hand sanitiser
and a face covering too.

LNenquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
03708 506 506

Incident Hotline 0800 80 70 60
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Supporting Independence
Programme

Introducing the

Wootton Wombles

Are you aged 18 or over?
Have you noticed any recent changes in your health?
Do you have difficulty walking or need help moving about?
Are every day tasks becoming difficult?
Do you need someone to help you on a regular basis?
Do you sometimes feel lonely or isolated?

Underground Overground . . . the newly created group of
Volunteer Litter Pickers have joined Peter and David who
have been litter picking for a number of years, and are
pacing the streets of Wootton collecting rubbish.
The Volunteers are all signed up through the Parish Council
and have been provided with high viz vests, litter pickers,
hoops and bags and are walking the parish picking up
litter.

If you have answered "yes" to any of the questions
above, we may be able to help.
Call us on 0300 126 1000 from 8am-6pm Mon-Fri
Or complete an online form at:
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/sip
www.northamp
ww

WOOTTON PARISH MAG

16

During the last year there has been a huge increase
in the amount of litter and this intrepid group are
carrying out a fabulous job and we are enormously
grateful.
If you would like to become a Wootton Womble,
please contact the Parish Office and we will
provide you with all the kit you need and make
sure you are covered by our Parish Council
Volunteer Insurance.

March 2021

March 2021
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unlikely until much later. Despite this we are
hoping that organized summer walks will be
allowed. If they’re permitted, and it certainly
looks very possible, they’ll explore the village
and surrounding area hopefully concluding
with the prescribed liquid refreshment. For
anyone interested about where to walk in and
around the village the WHO has leaflets with
routes and ideas which may be particularly
useful for individuals or small groups.

With the surreal world of the pandemic
continuing its comprehensive disruption
of normal life there is little to report about
recent activity. There was tentative optimism
about running our annual Boxing Day Wassail
Walk but that became untenable with the
resurgence of the virus and the consequent
restrictions and regulations. However as the
effects of the vaccination programme and
strict controls on everyday life start to take
effect we have been discussing what might
be possible for the WHO later in the year. The
new Government ‘road map’ does allow us a
degree of optimism about reinstating some of
our activities.

Rt. Hon. Andrea Leadsom MP
Conservative Member of Parliament for South Northamptonshire

The Royal British Legion centenary is on May
15th and the WHO together with Wootton WI
is involved in producing a celebratory poppy
display. Volunteers from both organisations
together with other groups and individuals are
busy making poppies from various materials
for this display which, given as far as we know
the poppies have viral immunity, is pretty
certain to go ahead. The display will be outside
the Memorial Hall on May 15th so do look out
for it.

It is still doubtful as to whether indoor
meetings will be on the agenda in the short or
medium term which means the Wootton May
Festival will almost certainly not go ahead for
the second successive year and that speakers
and other events at the Memorial Hall are

Of course if the best-case scenario obtains
and activities and interaction become feasible
we will begin to implement our more usual
programme later in the year so watch this
space if or when circumstances change.
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The Parish Council really looks forward to
bringing this brand new weekly food market to
Wootton Community Centre. Our start date is
Saturday 27th March and the Market will open
between 8am - 2pm.

teaming up with other local business to bring
handmade sausages, cheese, local chutneys
and jams and plenty of sweet treats.
If you’re on social media please follow our
page and Wootton Parish Council’s to ensure
you can keep up to date with all that’s going
on. We look forward to seeing you there!!

We will be offering fresh fruit and vegetables,
bread and eggs to the market and we will be

Many residents in the local area continue to
contact me about SEGRO and the rail freight
interchange that is being built near the
junction of the M1 and the A508. I continue
to work closely with SEGRO, directly sharing
the concerns of residents with their team
as well as participating in their community
Liaison Group. If you have any concerns that
you would like me to raise with them directly
then please email me on andrea.leadsom.mp@
parliament.uk.

L to R: Andrea Leadsom, Phil Larratt,
Tina Charteress, Jonathan Nunn and Lizzy Bowen

I’m also continuing to help residents all across
South Northants with problems and issues
ranging from Covid testing to business grants,
to questions about schooling, benefits, visas
and health concerns.If I can ever help you, or
if you would like to speak to me, please drop
me an email or call my constituency office on
01327 353124.

I recently had a socially distanced visit to
Wootton Community and Sports Centre to
see how the renovation work was progressing.
Along with Councillors Lizzy Bowen, Jonathan
Nunn and Phil Larratt, we had a quick tour of
the improvements to the building – great to
see the work coming along so well despite
the challenges of the pandemic and I look
forward to visiting again later in the year to
see the finished article! The outdoor gym
is a huge success – we all had a go on the
new machines, and especially as the weather
improves and we head into spring and
hopefully the end of lockdown, I’ve no doubt it
will become a good local meeting place.

Andrea Leadsom MP

Whilst there we met with the Parish Clerk,
Tina Charteress, and I was delighted to
present her with flowers on achieving
NCALC Council of the Year 2020/21 –
congratulations to Wootton Parish Council for
all their hard work and achievements!

WOOTTON PARISH MAG
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Trying out the gym equipment
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MEN
UNITE!

Wootton WI
Still ZOOMing around
Ongoing Covid-19 restrictions have meant we
have been unable to hold any group meetings
in the Memorial Hall since last March, with
social and fundraising events curtailed.
However, we have tried to keep in touch with
all our members through our buddy system,
regular newsletters, and occasional goodie
bags and gifts. For those members willing to
take on the Zoom challenge virtual meetings,
book groups and coffee mornings have also
helped keep us in the loop. Who would have
thought this time last year we would become
such experts at unmuting, using chat rooms
and sorting video and audio problems? It just
goes to show it’s never too late to learn!

LEARN TO SING& RAISE MONEY
for Prostate Cancer UK

Northern Spain changed her life forever. At
our birthday meeting on 14 April there will be
another quiz, and on 12 May magician Ashton
Carter will be giving a talk on the medium, the
magician and the con artist. Stuntman Sam
Durrani will then be joining us on 9 June to
provide a fascinating insight into the world
of stuntmen and women, his credits include
many films and TV productions such as
Jason Bourne, the Crown and Luther. Sounds
exciting!

Northamptonshire Men: Join us for a fantastic
opportunity over an 8 week live programme
in 2021.
Learn to sing and raise awareness and funds for
Prostate Cancer UK
Perform in a festival and concert in May 2021
featuring a range of Northamptonshires
best musical artists and the award-winning
Northampton Male Voice Choir led by our
charismatic Musical Director, Stephen Bell.

The Tenor
Joshua Daniel

If anyone would like more details of these
virtual meetings or anything else about our WI
group, please get in touch. You can also find
updates on our programme on:
https://www.facebook.com/WoottonWI

Since December our monthly Zoom meetings
have included a Christmas quiz, speaker
and game of bingo, plus breakout rooms
for smaller groups have proved popular for
much needed social time. Looking ahead, on
10 March adventure geek Julia Doherty will
be sharing her experiences of how hiking
500 miles along the Camino de Santiago in

Choose Your Online Open Evening:

We hope to resume ‘normal service’ as soon
as possible, meanwhile keep safe and enjoy
the Spring weather!
Judith Lee
Secretary
01604 761553

7.00pm on 15th February or 22nd February 2021
Come along to one of our online open evenings and ﬁnd out what
it’s all about, meet the team and decide for yourself. To secure
your place get in touch with our project coordinator below:

Pat Faulkner
President
07704 124729

Marc Bentley – 0799 994 2390
Email: marc.bentley23@gmail.com
Soprano Soloist
Emily Haig

Men United in Song: Let’s Make a Difference
Supporting

NORTHAMPTON MALE
VOICE CHOIR
Singers united in friendship & harmony

Stuntman Sam Durrani will be joining us on 9 June

WOOTTON PARISH MAG

email: info@nmvc.co.uk
www.nmvc.co.uk

Prostate Cancer UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1005541) and in Scotland (SC039332). Registered company number 2653887.
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Building for the
future . . .

snow and temperatures of -5° only make
the inside pages these days, and Brexit is a
distant memory! With the welcome recent
announcements by the Prime Minister about
the gradual lifting of restrictions, doubtless
though we are, finally, headed for brighter
times this year and all at the Parish Council
look forward to welcoming our clubs, societies,
functions, recreation and sports users and in
fact all parishioners back to the Community
Centre before too long. And what a change
we will all see! With even with the briefest of
strolls past, it’s clear the fantastic extension
is really taking shape now, and with the roof to
be finished over the next few weeks a finish
date in late May is now, just possibly, back on.

Jeff Servent brings
us up to date with
the Community
Centre extension
Since our last update what an extraordinary
time we have all faced . . . from Christmas
being on, and then mostly off, schools reopening and then promptly closing, and new
found freedoms quickly replaced by lockdown
3 and once more shielding, home schooling
and home working becoming the norm once
more for so many. It says something when

The new coffee shop and library are awaiting
their windows and roof, and considerable work
is going on to select and appoint the very
best companies to bring these spaces to life
once finished. The multi-use area between
these two is a space for just that, we hope..
multiple uses . . . perhaps pop-up displays, art
exhibitions, health and wellbeing information
and awareness weeks, to additional reading
and relaxing space, all set under a high vaulted
ceiling with barn style glazing to the front.

Great strides have been taken to bring the
original building seamlessly into the new.
A new lobby takes shape, the hallway now
opened up running the length of the building,
the old cloakrooms completely removed
and rebuilt, finding room for a new disabled
cloakroom along the way, the Jubilee and Hall
bar now with their new granite bar tops and
better lighting (and far more room for gin
apparently) and the lighting has also been
replaced in the entire Main Hall and Hallway
with energy efficient bright led units, together
with new decoration. A huge new acoustic
folding door will allow the Hall to open up for
larger events, and all the new areas being
created will be light, bright, thermally efficient
and temperature controlled. A new front
entrance will allow the new coffee shop and
library to operate independently if needed
from the rest of the building allowing more
flexible opening hours to suit the parish, and
to suit events taking place both inside and on
the pitches. We’ve even upgraded the power
supply to the whole building to ensure the
expected high use of super fast broadband
and super frothy lattes doesn’t blow the
fuses!

As before, anyone wishing to receive the plans
or any updates on the build should direct their
enquiries to clerk@woottonparishcouncil.gov.
uk and Tina will be only too happy to assist.
We’re very proud to be delivering this project
for the community, and extend our warmest
thanks to all those assisting in making it
happen, and all those interested in making the
running of it a success. Whilst the hardship
and challenges so many have endured for the
last year with covid-19 will live long, we hope
that our new improved, exciting Community
Centre facilities will, once again, provide
some small measures of calm, friendship and
happiness, a good coffee and a good book, to
many before too long, not to mention one of
the very best community sports and social
venues in Northamptonshire.
The next update will be along in June when,
with a fair wind, the final touches will be being
made to the cutting of the ribbon!
Jeff Servent
Vice Chairman Wootton Parish Council

Council of the Year 2020

WOOTTON PARISH MAG

22

March 2021

March 2021

23

WOOTTON PARISH MAG

Wootton Memorial Hall
What is the census?

What if I do not identify with the census
options?

The census is a survey that happens every ten
years and provides a picture of all the people
and households in England and Wales. All
kinds of organisations, from local authorities
to charities, use the information to help
provide the services we all need, including
transport, education and healthcare. Without
the census, it would be much more difficult to
do this.

The census asks you about your ethnicity,
gender and sexual orientation, religion and
national identity. It’s up to you to decide how
you would like to answer each question. Do it
in the way that you feel best represents you.

Could information I share affect my
benefits or immigration status?

Do I have to take part?

No.

If you live in England and Wales, you must
take part in the census. Census information
helps inform how billions of pounds of public
funding is spent. By taking around 10 minutes
per person to fill in the census questionnaire,
you will help make sure your community gets
the services needed now and in the future.

What if I cannot fill in my census
questionnaire online?
Additional services include:
• guidance and support in many languages
and formats
• help over the phone, in a web chat or on
social media

How will the census make a difference to
me?

• a paper version of the questionnaire

The census makes a difference to everyone.
It’s a once-in-a-decade chance to have your
voice heard and help inform the future of your
local area.

• accessible census guidance, for example, in
braille

Why is the census asking me about my
gender and sexual orientation?

When should I fill in my census
questionnaire?

This census asks voluntary questions about
sexual orientation and gender identity for
the first time. If you do not feel comfortable
identifying on the same form as the rest of
your household, you can request an individual
census questionnaire and answer separately.

Census Day is Sunday 21 March – but you can
fill yours in as soon as you get your access
code in the post. Your answers should be
about the people who usually live in your
household on this date – even if you’re filling
it in before then.

Can I help friends and family fill in the
census?

Will the government use the information I
share to identify me?

Yes. Always fill in your own census first.
You can also ask for help for yourself, or for
someone else.

No.

www.census.gov.uk
WOOTTON PARISH MAG
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In the centre of the old village, next to the
school and opposite the church, is the
Memorial Hall. It was conceived as a village
hall as early as 1913 and the village established
a fund to finance the purchase of land and
erect a building. As you might expect the First
World War quickly took priority and it wasn’t
until 1920 that the process recommenced
when the village came to an agreement with
Phipps the local brewers to buy land they
owned where the Hall now stands.

improvements that have made the Hall into
a well-equipped, well-maintained, modern
venue. Since a significant refurbishment
in 2009-10 when new windows, toilets
and storage were added a series of further
improvements have been undertaken. These
have included a new kitchen donated by
Howdens and a new boiler system and a new
roof in 2013-14 helped by a Parish Council
donation. The most recent improvements
are a new wood effect laminate floor and
earlier this month the installation of a security
system.

However the process of raising sufficient
funds to buy the land and build the Hall was
a lengthy process based as it was on the
collection of small weekly amounts [sixpence
or 2.5p in today’s money] from the villagers. It
wasn’t until 1931 there were sufficient funds
to buy the land and start the build and the Hall
wasn’t completed until late in 1932. The land
was bought for £528-1s-0d and the building
itself cost £1145.

The core of the Hall budget comes from hire
and this has been helped in recent years
by the daily use of the facility by the local
playgroup. In normal times evenings and
weekends are also heavily booked with a range
of organisations and activities involved. At
present the restrictions in force mean most
bookings are suspended but when they are
relaxed or lifted then the facility will again be
available for hire. The current rate is £10.00 an
hour for regular bookings, £17.00 an hour for
one off meetings and parties.

From the outset the Hall was run as a charity
managed by a small group of trustees
supported by a bigger and more representative
Hall Council. Its ‘Memorial’ title was adopted
to recognize those villagers involved in the
1st World War although it isn’t the village war
memorial which stands in the churchyard.

One of the more satisfying aspects of the
Hall’s operation is the way it has remained
true to the original conception of the villagers
a century or so ago. It is still run by villagers
and supported by village organisations such
as Wootton WI and Wootton Heritage
Organisation who both use its facilities and
raise funds on its behalf. It remains a valuable
village facility available to all villagers as its
founders intended.

The Hall was always seen as a village facility
and from its completion was available for hire.
In some ways today’s hirings are recognisably
similar to those in the early years. For most
of its history the self-financing Hall had
a modest budget that allowed for gradual,
incremental, refinements and improvements.
In the last decade the finances have become
healthier as hirings have increased to
spread quite intensively across the week.
The increased income has made possible

March 2021

In normal times to hire the Hall contact:
D. Blackbourne on 01604 767438.
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Local government is changing

West
Northamptonshire
Council

Goodbye Northampton Borough, hello West Northants
On 1 April this year, there will be major
changes to our local Council and Government
set up in Northamptonshire – the main aim of
these changes is to provide better value and
more straight-forward services.

Getting in touch with just one local authority,
and then contacting the correct department
should be simpler. Also, as the new system
beds in and local public services contracts
come up for renewal, these changes should
result in better value for money and improved
services.

From 1 April 2021
Just two distinct areas
Corby

East
Northamptonshire

Kettering

Wellingboro’
N’pton

Kettering

West
Northants.

South
Northamptonshire

WOOTTON PARISH MAG

15 – 31
1. Brixworth
2. Braunston and Crick
3. Long Buckby
4. Moulton
5. Daventry West
6. Daventry East
7. Woodford and Weedon
8. Silverstone
9. Middleton Cheney
10. Brackley
11. Deanshanger
12. Towcester and Roade
13. Bugbrooke
14. Hackleton and Grange Park

West Northants will be made up of 31 Wards
and we sit within the Nene Valley Ward.

Northamptonsire

Daventry

15 – 31

Northampton Borough Council will be
scrapped to become part of the new and larger
West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) –
which includes the towns of Northampton,
Daventry, Towcester, Brackley and almost 200
villages and hamlets in the surrounding region.

In order to minimise bureaucracy and increase
efficiency, all the current County, Borough and
District councils will be replaced by two unitary
authorities for the whole of Northamptonshire
– North Northants Council and West
Northants Council. This comes into effect on
1 April this year.

Corby

Residents in Northampton Borough are being
encouraged to apply early if they wish to vote by
post or proxy for the first-ever elections to the
new West Northamptonshire Council.

Where do we fit in and what does this
mean for us?

The current system for Northamptonshire,
which has been in place since 1970, spreads
responsibility for local services such as
education, planning, housing, roads, open
spaces and refuse across different authorities
– Northamptonshire County Council (NCC),
Borough and District Councils and more
localised Parish Councils.

Borough, District and
County Councils for
each of the seven
areas.

Electoral Wards

Parish Councils will remain as they deliver and
administer services that are right at the heart
of local communities.

Why the change?

Currently

Postal voters should apply early

West
Northamptonshire
Council

Wellingboro’
N’pton

South
Northamptonshire
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Two Unitary
Authorities will replace
all Borough, District
and County Councils.

March 2021

Whilst strict measures will be in place to ensure
that polling stations are Covid-safe, anyone who
is clinically vulnerable or does not feel able to visit
a polling station on Polling Day should register to
vote by post or proxy (an authorised person votes
on your behalf) as soon as possible.
Important Dates
19 April

Deadline to register to vote

20 April
(5pm)

Deadline to apply for postal vote

27 April
(5pm)

Deadline to apply for proxy vote

6 May

Polling Day

The immediate change will be the
payment of council tax for the upcoming
2021/22 financial year. From April you will
see three lines on your Council tax bill:

On Polling Day residents will also be able to cast
votes for the Northamptonshire Police, Fire and
Crime Commissioner and for Wootton Parish
councillors.

1. Parish Council
2. Northamptonshire Police
3. West Northamptonshire Council

Until the new West Northamptonshire Council
is formed on 1 April, polling arrangements
for Wootton Parish are being organised by
Northampton Borough Council. Postal and proxy
vote applications should be made by email or
phone:

But . . . more pain before any gain!
East
Northamptonshire

North
Northants.

Daventry

Abington and Phippsville
Billing and Rectory Farm
Boothville and Parklands
Castle
Dallington Spencer
Delapre and Rushmere
Duston East
Duston West and St. Crispin
East Hunsbury and Shelfleys
Headlands
Kingsthorpe North
Kingsthorpe South
Nene Valley
Riverside Park
Sixfields
St. George
Talavera

On Thursday 6 May, voters across the area will go
to the polls to elect a total of 93 councillors for
the new unitary authority, which will be formed on
1 April.

Due to unexpected Covid-related
expenses over this last year, the new
WNC is proposing a Council Tax increase
of 4.99% for 2021/22. This would mean
an average Band D level of Council Tax
increase by around £94.76 for the year
from 1 April 2021.
To find out more about these local
government changes visit:
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk

March 2021

Email: elecreg@northampton.gov.uk
Phone: 0300 330 7000
These contact details should also be used by
residents wishing to check that they are registered
to vote.
Residents who need to register can do so at www.
gov.uk/register-to-vote, where they will be asked
to provide their name, National Insurance number
and date of birth.
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Neighbourhood
Policing

When you have the need
We have the answer

Handyperson Service

Dear Residents,
My name is Jamie Edwards and I am your
new neighborhood police constable. I have
just joined the neighborhood policing team
after working for three years on general
incident response covering the entirety of
Northampton. Prior to joining the police, I
worked as a prison officer for several years and
prior to that I worked in the care sector. I joined
the police in the hopes of making a difference
and I am passionate about helping people in
any way that I can.

Toenail Cutting Service

I am based out of the Mereway Fire and Police
station and cover seven parishes. Collingtree,
East and West Hunsbury, Hardingstone, Great
Houghton, Wootton and Brackmills.
I am lucky to work alongside three very hard
working and able police community support
officers who also cover the above seven
parishes as well.

Home Care Service

I am really looking forward to working in the
community going forward, I have a lot of ideas
for events that I would like to run in the area
and I am also very keen to get involved with
community events and to meet as many of
you as possible (COVID permitting) in the
near future.

Personal Alarms

Improving Later Life in Northamptonshire

01604 611200

The William and Patricia
Venton Centre

www.ageuk.org.uk/northamptonshire

Northampton, NN1 5QJ

Registered charity No.1059995
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policing team. This will then enable me to
focus my efforts into any emerging problems
and tackle them head on. All information
shared will be handled confidentially.
Please note you should report general crime
via the usual channels – 999 in an emergency
or 101 in an non-emergency.

My overall aim is to reduce crime and
problems within the parishes and to increase
community engagement and involvement. To
do this effectively I need your help, I am unable
to be everywhere at once or to see everything
that goes on. So I have included my direct
e-mail address on this introduction so that
anyone within the community can contact
me with information or intelligence they feel
they would like to share with the neighborhood

March 2021

If you see me or my community support
colleagues out and about in the area feel free
to stop for a chat anytime, and as I mentioned
above I am really looking forward to meeting
many of you in the near future.
Kindest Regards,
Jamie Edwards PC 1384
jamie.edwards@northants.police.uk
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The next Northampton South Team
Team 52: 26th April 2021 – 16th July 2021
Location: The Abbey Centre, Overslade Close, East Hunsbury, Northampton, NN4 0RZ
If you would like more information you can contact Siobhan Peters the Prince’s Trust Team
Leader, to discuss the course and how it can help you 07766 365211 / speters@tresham.ac.uk

WOOTTON PARISH MAG
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Large Sinkhole in
Wootton Fields

subsidence! Highways didn’t seem to think
that the recent trench digging activities laying
a number of 100,000 volt electricity cables
to supply the St George’s Fields development
could possibly be to blame! John was
threatened with a section 133 enforcement
order claiming damage to footway by adjacent
works. Unbelievable!

On Christmas Eve 2020, John
Jenkins and his wife Kathryn rose
to find they had been visited by an
unwelcome seasonal visitor – a large
sinkhole had appeared in their garden!

Another series of increasingly vitriolic emails
flew around until the Council Team said
“Stop! Enough is enough!” and demanded
an on-site meeting. A meeting time was
arranged involving all parties. At this stage,
NCC Highways realised the error of their ways
and were forced to admit defeat. They verbally
agreed to take ownership and responsibility,
conduct a full investigation of sinkhole cause
and re-instate John and Kathryn’s garden.
A schedule of works would follow Stanley's
adoption confirmation in writing. Finally, a
victory for common sense!

He’s not ours!

The sinkhole, nicknamed Stanley, is on the
Wootton-Hackleton Parish boundary. It
disappears under the adjacent pavement and
towards the road, from the surface it’s not
possible to determine just how far it extends.

John and Kathryn with Stanley,
their unwanted Christmas visitor

You cannot be serious!
John intially contacted the County Council’s
’Fix My Street’ in the naive expectation
that getting Stanley removed wouldn't be
too much of a problem. After supplying all
relevant information including his full contact
details, John waited . . . and waited . . . and
waited. Eventually, a letter arrived from NCC
Highways Department addressed to ’The
Property Owner’ – not a good start! The
gist of the letter was that the sinkhole was
caused by activity on John’s property and so
John would be responsible for cost of repair!
Highways seemed to be implying that overenthusiastic gardening must have caused the

An unfortunate case of déjà vu
This isn’t the first time that Stanley has
appeared. In 2013, he made a much smaller
appearance and was subsequently repaired
(obviously not properly) without too much
fuss.
Jump forward eight years to 23 December
2020. Torrential rain that day probably
initiated the ground to collapse and create
this much larger sinkhole. Unfortunately for
John and Kathryn, getting the hole repaired is
proving frustratingly more problematic than
last time.
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There followed a series of emails as NCC
Highways tried to find anyone (other than
themselves) to be responsible for Stanley.
Anglian Water were the first to get off the
hook as Highways had to admit that they
owned the now exposed manhole. Next,
Highways targetted developers Taylor Wimpey
as being Stanley’s rightful owners as it was
a drainage problem they inherited when they
bought out Bryant Homes. In return, Taylor
Wimpey made it perfectly clear that they had
no intention of adopting Stanley. Things were
going nowhere!

Thank you
John and Kathryn would like to express their
sincere thanks to the Council Team of Tina,
Alison, and Michael for their invaluable help in
satisfactorily resolving this issue.

Time to call the cavalry

Why Stanley?

John needed help – he contacted Wootton
Parish Clerk Tina Charteress for advice
on how to proceed. Tina in turn contacted
Hackleton Parish Clerk, Alison Benson, and
the two of them visited John and Stanley. It
was fully agreed that John and Kathryn were

Partly to maintain his sanity but mainly to
amuse grandchildren, John documented this
whole saga in a series of short, child-friendly
stories in which the sinkhole needed a name.
‘Stanley’ seemed appropriate.

Alison Benson, John Jenkins and Tina Charteress inspect Stanley the Sinkhole

As discussions raged between all parties, Stanley continued to consume more and more of the garden!

WOOTTON PARISH MAG

in no way responsible for Stanley. County
Councillor, Michael Clarke, was recruited to
form a Council Team to which NCC Highways
was going to be no match.
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We understand that buying an
e-scooter can be tempting,
especially as you can get them
from many popular retailers.

Why am I
being given
WKLVÀ\HU"

Voi are a company that are running a trial
of the use of e-scooters in Northampton but
will be expanding the use of the scooters
across the county.

+RZHYHUWKH
FXUUHQWODZLVFOHDU

Voi e-scooters have an exemption as part of
the government trial which make them legal
for use on the road.

You can buy one but you can’t ride it on
a UK public road, cycle lane or pavement.
The only place an e-scooter can be used
is on private land.

To use a Voi scooter you must:
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treated as motor vehicles and subject to
the same legal requirements, such as:
• MOT
• Licensing
• Tax
,QVXUDQFH
Some e-scooters have exceptions to this as
part of the government trial but this does
not extend to any personal e-scooters.

•

Be over 18 AND

•

Have a full UK or foreign licence or a
UK provisional licence

•

Have an account registered with Voi
via their website or app

•

Only use the e-scooters on roads
OLPLWHGWRPSK QRWRQSDYHPHQWV 
or designated cycle lanes.

•

Always have full control of the e-scooter
whilst you are riding and not allow
yourself to be distracted by other
things.

You must not:
•

Use an e-scooter if you are under 18

•

Use an e-scooter if you do not have the
correct licence

•

Ride the e-scooters on pavements

•

5LGHDQHVFRRWHUXQGHUWKHLQÀXHQFHRI
drink/drugs

Section 59 of the police
reform act allows police to
issue a warning if a vehicle is
being used in a manner which
may cause alarm, distress or
annoyance. Being issued with this warning
does not stop the e-scooter being seized.

•

Ride an e-scooter using someone else’s
Voi account

•

Have more than one rider on an
e-scooter at a time

3ROLFHFDQVHL]HDQ\SULYDWHVFRRWHULI
WKH\DUHEHLQJXVHGRQDSXEOLFURDG
RUIRRWSDWKDQGWKHULGHUPD\DOVR
EHOLDEOHIRUSURVHFXWLRQIRUWUDI¿F
RIIHQFHV

For education around the use of e-scooters
and road safety go to www.ridelikevoila.com
and complete the online training.

:KDWKDSSHQVLI,DP
VWRSSHGE\3ROLFH"

For full details on their use look on Voi’s
website or on their app www.voiscooters.com

7KLVLVDOVRWKHFDVHIRUDQ\RQHXVLQJ
9RLVFRRWHUVZLWKRXWDOLFHQFHRU
UHJLVWHULQJZLWKWKH9RLDSSDVWKLVLV
ZKDWFRYHUV\RXXQGHUWKHLULQVXUDQFH
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GOV.UK/coronavirus

COVID-19:
VACCINE FRAUD

GOV.UK/coronavirus

1

Criminals are using the COVID-19 vaccine as a way to target the
public by tricking them to hand over cash or ﬁnancial details.
They are sending convincing-looking text messages letting
people know they are eligible for the vaccine or phoning people
directly pretending to be from the NHS, or local pharmacy.

2

PEOPLE ARE WARNED TO BE ALERT TO THESE SCAMS:
The

EXAMPLES OF SCAMS

LIKE OTHER SCAMS,
THE SAME ADVICE APPLIES:

will:

3

NEVER ask for payment - the vaccine is free
NEVER ask for your bank details
NEVER arrive unannounced at your home to administer the vaccine

4

NEVER ask you to prove your identity by sending copies of personal
documents such as your passport

FAKE

Challenge - Could it be fake? It’s ok
to reject, refuse or ignore any
requests that don’t feel right. Check
GOV.UK to ensure it’s genuine.
Do not respond to text messages
that try to get you to send money, or
important personal information such
as bank details or passwords.
Use ofﬁcial government websites
and refer to ‘Contact Us’ sections of
websites to access information and
service.
A

Challenge unannounced callers to
your home, NHS visits if necessary
will be agreed with you directly or
via carers, they will never turn up
unannounced.

FAKE

TOP 4 VACCINE SCAMS
FURTHER GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT
Public Sector Organisations:
The Cabinet Ofﬁce has formed a COVID-19 Fraud Response Team to assist the government with its counter
fraud response. Requests for assistance should be emailed to: covid19-counter-fraud@cabinetofﬁce.gov.uk

TEXT MESSAGES

PHONE CALLS

WEBSITES

IN PERSON

People are asked to press
a number on their keypad
or to send a text message
to conﬁrm they wish to
receive the vaccine, doing
so is likely to result in a
charge being applied to
their phone bill and
fraudsters collecting
personal information to
use again.

Victims receive a phone
call from a fake caller
offering the vaccine for a
fee or asking for bank
details

Fake URL links to
convincing-looking NHS
vaccine booking forms,
these look like ofﬁcial NHS
forms and may contain
some personal information
already, at the end of the
form it asks for their bank
details.

Fraudsters are calling
unannounced at the
homes of victims by
pretending to be from the
NHS to administer the
vaccine there and then, in
exchange for a cash
payment.

WOOTTON PARISH MAG

Public:
If you receive a call you believe to be fraudulent, hang up. If you are suspicious
about an email you have received, forward it to report@phishing.gov.uk.
Suspicious text messages should be forwarded to the number 7726 which is free
of charge.
If you believe you have been the victim of fraud or identity theft, you should
report this directly to Action Fraud either online; actionfraud.police.uk or via
phone 0300 123 2040.
If you have any information relating to vaccine fraud you can stay 100%
anonymous by contacting Crimestoppers COVID Fraud Hotline online;
covidfraudhotline.org or phone 0800 587 5030.
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w
Tired of wanting to get jobs done around the
home?
Book us now to work through your jobs, big or
small.

Voluntary Impact Northamptonshire are still concerned about those
who may still need some help and support.

In need of help and support?
If you live in Northampton and feel you need further
help and support including having someone to talk
to or collect shopping and prescriptions we can
help.

Painting and decorating
Maintenance
Plumbing
Electrical
External decoration
Bathrooms
Kitchens
Shower rooms

The Little
Odd Job Co.
Call John Today

07970 801248

We will not be beaten on price - call us today
for advice and a free quotation!
Insured:
Public Liability

References available

Covid-19
Secure

Group & Community support
Are you coming across Unmet Need or
recognising gaps in provision or simply wish to
refer individuals on.

Guide to support
For help and support contact us
01604 637522 or email info@voluntaryimpact.org.uk

www.voluntaryimpact.org.uk/unmetneed
WOOTTON PARISH MAG
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WOOTTONMAG Application Form
PA R I S H

Please complete this form when submitting
community articles or commercial adverts.
Technical data overleaf.

Contact details

Applicaton Type

Company / Group:

Commercial Advertising
1/4 page – £40 + VAT / issue
1/2 page – £70 + VAT / issue
Full page – £120 + VAT / issue
Back page (colour gloss)
£500 + VAT / issue

Title:
First Name:

Confirmation for Commercial Advertising

Last Name:

I have read and accepted the terms &
conditions for advertising in Wootton
Mag
Payment will be paid by BACs with this
application for advertising
Artwork has been forwarded to the
following email address:
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk
in accordance with the technical data
and terms & conditions.

Telephone:
Mobile:
Address:

Payment Terms
All payments to be made by BACs payment
upon receipt of invoice.

Postcode:
Email:

Community Group Article
(non-commercial)

Preferred method(s) of contact:

I have read and accepted the terms &
conditions for featuring in Wootton
Mag
Artwork has been forwarded to the
following email address:
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk
in accordance with the technical data
and terms & conditions.

Telephone
Email
Post
Please return completed application form
to:
Wootton Community & Sports Centre
Curtlee Hill, Wootton,
Northampton NN4 6ED
Invoice / payment queries:
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Advertising / editorial queries:
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

WOOTTON PARISH MAG
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Technical Data

Commercial Advertisements

Community Group Articles

Artwork to be provided full-size

Text

Preferred format:
High resolution PDF or EPS
Embedded images at least 300dpi
All fonts embedded or converted to outlines

To be supplied as MS Word document or
text only file or email text.
The word count for reports from community
groups is a maximum of 500 words or 250
words if an image is supplied.

Please follow these guidelines when
providing your material for inclusion in
Wootton Mag

PA R I S H

Alternative format:
High resolution bitmap (TIF, JPG or PNG)
At least 300dpi

Photographic images

Mechanical data

Other illustrations / graphics / logos
Preferred format:
EPS (vector-based)
All fonts embedded or converted to outlines

¼-page
½-page

½-page

Back
cover

High resolution bitmap (PSD, TIF, JPG)
At least 300dpi (at reproduction size)

Trim
(mm)

Type
(mm)

Bleed
(mm)

64 x 93

-

-

132 x 93

-

-

64 x 190

-

-

Company/Community Group
Logos

-

Preferred format:
EPS (vector-based)
All fonts embedded or converted to outlines

Full-page 132 x 190

-

W
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TED
D

Alternative format:
High resolution bitmap (PSD, TIF, JPG or
PNG). At least 300dpi (at reproduction size)

148 x 210 132 x 194 154 x 216

Alternative format:
High resolution bitmap (PSD, TIF, JPG or
PNG). At least 300dpi (at reproduction size)

We are here to help
Following these guidelines will help ensure successful reproduction of all supplied
material.

Do you
y caare about Wootto
W
on Parrish?
Do yo
ou wan
nt to d
do som
methiing po
ositive
e
forr yourr comm
munitty?
Can you
y th
hink, llisten and act
a loccally?
EElection
ns to Wootton
W
n Parish
h Coun
ncil will be helld
on 6th
h May 2021*

Wh
hy nott conssider becoming a Cou
uncilllor?
To
o find out
o morre pleaase contact yo
our Pariish Clerk:
clerk@w
wootton
nparish
hcounccil.gov.uuk
016604 705
5055

For further information regarding the supply of digital material, please contact:
Wootton Parish Council
Tel: 01604 705055
Email: bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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*Applicaations mu
ust be sub mitted byy 4pm on the
t 8th Appril 2021
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WOOTTON’S LOCAL, FRIENDLY,
INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENT
Successfully selling and renting properties since 1989!
If you are planning on either selling or renting your property
in 2021 we would like to help you out.
For a free, honest valuation call

01604 767400
www.merrys.co.uk

