
Making Wootton Parish a Better Place 
to Live, Work and Play

Council of the Year 2020

Serving the community of Wootton Parish June 2021

WOOTTONMAGPA R I S H



June 2021 WOOTTON PARISH MAG3

Wootton Mag does not accept any responsibility for errors 
and omissions in this publication, or for the accuracy of 
claims made by advertisers. Views expressed by contributors 
are their own and are not necessarily shared by the 
publishers. This publication has no political bias.

In this issue
Meet your Councillors
Parish Councillors 4

West Northants Councillors 8

Butterfly Conservation in 
Northamptonshire
An expert in our midst 10

Wootton Parish Council
All the news from the council 14

Barney’s Escapades
A dog, the RSPCA and a chicken 
sandwich 18

Health and Well Being
Help from local organisations as 
social restrictions ease 27-32

Community Centre Extension
Opening soon! 34

Number 50 Coffee Lounge
A warm welcome awaits 35

From the

Chairman
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Welcome to the third Edition of 
the Wootton Parish Mag.

This time we are pleased to introduce our new Parish 
Council following the election in May.

We celebrate the butterflies of our local area with David 
James who is the Northamptonshire Butterfly Recorder.

Our final Community Centre Extension article has been 
written by Cllr Servent and we say goodbye to a very 
good friend of our Parish.

Don’t forget if you have something you would like to 
share through the Mag please send it in; if you are 
holding an event or have something of interest we will 
be pleased to share it with our readers. If you have some 
history to tell, or a discovery of interest please send it 
into us.

As we approach the summer holidays, I hope the 
weather is good and that you stay save and well.

Noel 
Chairman, Wootton Parish Council 
01604 705055

Council of the Year 2020

Cover image 
Purple Emperor butterfly courtesy 
of David James
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Marlene Batson
Hello, I’m absolutely 
thrilled and proud to 
represent and to have 
input into local issues 
that affect the people 
who live and work within 
the parish.  

I have been a resident 
of Wootton for over 22 years and love the 
community spirit.  I want to get involved in 
helping to shape our future and support where 
I can.

Being a bookworm, I am particularly excited for 
the re-opening of the library which will create 
a great social space for all ages.   

I am also particularly keen to see what we can 
do for the youth within our community.  So, if 
you have an idea – please share!

Meet your new Parish Council
Following the local government elections on May 6 we now have a shiny new 
Parish Council.

Council of the Year 2020

Rahul Baxi
Having lived on Battalion 
Drive for almost 11 years 
(2021) with my wife 
and two kids; I have 
seen lots of growth in 
the Parish. Like most 
areas in Northampton, 
we have our challenges, 
which together with 

the fellow Councillors I hope to overcome. I 
work for Coventry University as Design Studio 
Manager and I think I have a talent for finding 
solutions to problems and thinking out-of-
the-box. Being a manager is both rewarding 
and challenging and having the ability to 
improve processes and efficiencies motivates 
me to strive for perfection. If you see me out 
walking our dog, and if you have any ideas or 
suggestions, feel free to stop and say hello.

Emma Fisher
I’ve lived in Wootton since 2017 with my husband and we recently had a 
baby. I’ve been a part of the Parish Council for 2 years now and enjoy being 
able to give back to the community. Representing our Parish gives me 
great pride and I particularly enjoy working alongside the other Councillors 
and the Wootton Parish team to add value to the community. It’s 
important to me that we listen to what our residents want and try to make 
things happen where possible. I want to keep Wootton one of the best 
places to live in Northamptonshire and am so proud of the area we live in.

Sara Homer
I have lived in Wootton 
for the past 25 years.

I am passionate 
about our community 
surroundings and 
would like to see the 
Parishioners precept 
spent in the right and 

correct manner, thus enabling us to make and 
improve the environment around us. With 
my many contacts within my job role, I have a 
foot in the door to liaise with the people that 
matter and that can help to get projects and 
jobs done on time and with in budget.

Daryl Read
I was very honoured 
to be voted in as 
a Wootton Parish 
Councillor and I see 
my role as a conduit to 
the local people. It is 
important that we go 
back to basics to get 

your voices heard in the right places as well as 
ensuring Wootton has the very best services 
and facilities.

It is an exciting time to join with a lots of 
excellent work already in progress such as the 
expanded community centre which we hope 
will offer first class facilities, providing local 
events and clubs which cater all ages. 

From a personal perspective, I have lived in the 
area since 1994 and apart from a sabbatical in 
Australia in 2007 & 2008, I have watched my 
own children grow up in Wootton with all of us 
building new friendships along the way.

I have twenty years work experience in the 
private sector and a further ten years in 
the public sector in purchasing and project 
management, this I feel enables me to provide 
the right balance and experience to take your 
concerns and expectations forward. I will 
discuss and challenge important issues with 
the various public service operators to obtain 
the right outcomes for our residents.

You will see me most mornings and evenings 
walking my two crazy dogs, outside of that 
it’s sport all the way for me; with the same 
passion for music and film.

My own expectations of this role are to deliver 
more high quality facilities that our village 
community deserves along with ensuring 
Wootton is a safe place for all as well as 
continuing Wootton’s famous community 
events.

Helen Hodgkinson
I have lived on Wootton 
Fields with my family for 
almost 20 years. I have 
two grown up step-
children and my son, 
Tom, is currently in year 
6 at Preston Hedges 
Primary School and will 

be attending CCS in September.

I’m very grateful to be one of your Parish 
Councillors and am looking forward to 
supporting our fabulous community so that it 
continues to be a great place to live and work.

I’m particularly passionate about nature, our 
open green spaces for wildlife and our own 
wellbeing, and the climate and ecological 
emergency. Recently, I coordinated the 
planting of 80 trees at Preston Hedges 
Primary School, along with some brilliant 
parent and children volunteers. I hope to be 
able to support the Parish Council and local 
residents to develop a Climate Action Plan for 
the coming decade.

I look forward to meeting more people from 
the community over the coming months and 
am open to any ideas you have for our open 
spaces.
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Sohrab Ghavami
I have had the honour 
and pleasure of being a 
Wootton Parish councillor 
for the past two years and a 
resident of Simpson Manor 
for the last sixteen years. 
My two sons attended 
Wootton Primary and then 

CCS and my wife has run the local breakfast club 
providing a valuable service to local parents. My 
main reason for becoming a councillor has been 
to give something back to my local community. 
Since joining WPC I have been part of our library 
volunteer team and I am glad to have been part of 
the team overseeing the transition from a Borough 
run library to an independent one. I am looking 
forward to the opening of our brand new library, 
providing a service to all our residents of all ages. 
I am also part of our litter picking volunteer team 
making sure that our streets are kept clean and 
tidy. During this current pandemic I have joined 
the first responder groups for the NHS, RVS 
(Royal Voluntary Service) and St John ambulance; 
volunteering in vaccination centres in Northampton 
as well as helping out with food banks and the 
delivery of prescriptions to Wootton residents. 
I also help out with my Neighbourhood Watch 
in Simpson Manor whenever I am asked. I take 
great personal pride in offering my services to the 
Wootton community and I consider it a privilege 
and would appreciate your support in next week 
WPC elections. I am here to answer any questions 
you may have. Stay safe.

Adrian Cozens
I have lived in Wootton village 
with my family for the last 13 
years. My interests include 
family activity’s, gaming, the 
gym and watching movies. 
And I am looking forward to 
playing a part in Wootton’s 
bright future.

Noel Lodge
I’ve been a Wootton Resident for over 20 years. I’m happily married 
and have 3 children all born, raised and schooled in Wootton. Primarily I 
wanted to become a councillor to stop being that person who continually 
said “ someone should do something about that “ and become the person 
that does do something about that. I want all councillors to be proactive 
and progressive and will work hard with all to try to achieve these 
objectives.

Ana Barbosa
I have lived in Wootton 
since 2017, I am proud 
of being part of this 
wonderful community. 
Being involved in the 
Parish Council activities 
helped me to feel 

included and learn more about the English 
Culture.

I have been part of Wootton’s Parish Council 
since 2017 which I take very seriously until 
today.

I have helped and supported “The Walk in 
The Park” events for two years and I always 
try to be involved in other events, to help the 
community.

Daniel Smith
I’m serving as a 
Councillor for Wootton 
Parish for the first 
time. I’m honoured 
to be elected to this 
important role and 
am looking forward to 
working with my peers 

to make positive change in the local area for 
the benefit of all stakeholders. I’ve spent the 
past 20 years working in education and am 
a presently a headteacher of a large primary 
school in Milton Keynes. I’m passionate about 
creating opportunities for young people, 
particularly in the great outdoors. In my spare 
time, I enjoy reading, gardening and spending 
time in the countryside.

Jeff Servent
My family moved to 
Northampton in 1996, 
moving to the Parish 
itself for the last ten 
years. My daughters 
both attend Preston 
Hedges, my better 
half is an education 

leader and I work in the land development and 
planning sector across the region for a major 
national agency.

I am proud to have been a part of the Parish 
Council for the last five years.  It’s true that 
local people taking a passionate interest 
in where they live, giving up some time 
and energy along the way, can make a real 
difference with small and large projects, 
from taking ownership of land assets and 
green space, planting trees, improving road 
safety, upgrading children’s play equipment 
to developing an outdoor gym for all.  I am 
especially proud to have headed up the 
Extension Committee over the last four years 
and with my fellow councillors delivering the 
amazing new community center building.  I 
couldn’t bear the thought of losing our library, 
my book loving family would have never 
forgiven me!

Wootton Parish is a brilliant place to live, and if 
you have a nagging idea that that just won’t go 
away to add an extra benefit or service then let 
me know and I’ll do my best to help. 

All our Parish Councillors can be 
contacted through the Parish Clerk:

Mrs Tina Charteress 
at the Parish Office:

Telephone 
01604 705055

Email 
clerk@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Website 
www.woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Council of the Year 2020
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West 
Northamptonshire 
Council

A New Start
with our newly-elected 
West Northants Councillors 
Jonathan Nunn, Lizzy Bowen 
and Phil Larratt

We are extremely grateful to local residents, 
who have put their faith in the three of us by 
electing us to be their councillors. It’s a great 
honour, and we promise to do everything we 
can for the Nene Valley area and its residents.

A big part of our job is to react to the new 
issues that effect the area, listening to 
residents and working with the Parish 
Councils, but we also want to make sure that 
the area’s environment, roads and traffic, and 
other services are as good as they possibly 
can be.

The new West Northants Council replaces 
the previous County and Borough Councils, 
bringing all local authority services together 
into one council. Not only will this bring 
savings, but it will bring improvements simply 
by different activities being delivered by the 
same council, such as Trading Standards 
working closer with Environmental Health as 
they inspect food premises and ensure that 
businesses are safe, and also the Highways 
Department being closer to the Planning 
Department. 

The council also has bold plans to improve 
the quality of many services, whilst also 
recognising that this does not always mean 

spending more of your money on them, and 
West Northants Council aims to match the 
best councils around the country in the value 
for money it delivers in the various services 
that you receive.

In addition, the three of us have also been 
fortunate to have been chosen to play a 
further part in the new West Northants 
Council, so we thought we would tell you a 
little more about each of us, and the part we 
will be playing. The council will serve 405,000 
residents, through around 3,500 staff, so 
we are incredibly proud and humbled to be 
involved.

Jonathan 
Nunn
Jonathan has been 
chosen as Leader 
of West Northants 
Council

Jonathan was a Wootton / East Hunsbury 
Parish Councillor for 20+ years, and Chair of 
the Parish Council for 8 years. He was elected 
to Northampton Borough Council in 2011, and 
became Council Leader in 2016.

During his four and a half years as NBC 
Leader, Jonathan worked to build a council that 
people felt they could trust, by being open and 
transparent in its decision making, and where 
residents felt that they were interacting with 
staff who were well motivated and wanted to 
do the best they could to help.

Jonathan was involved in the formation 
of Northampton Forward, the body that 
which has been successful in creating a 
bold masterplan for the regeneration of 
Northampton, and has now won government 
funding that will see £200M of regeneration 
projects take place.

Jonathan is passionate about Northampton 
and Northamptonshire, and for doing 
whatever can be done to make sure that West 
Northants as a whole is a great place to live, 
work and thrive!

Jonathan.nunn@westnorthants.gov.uk

 Lizzy 
Bowen
Lizzy has been 
appointed as Cabinet 
Member for Economic 
Development, Town 
Centre Regeneration 
and Growth 

Lizzy has had a highly successful business 
career, both in the UK and Internationally.

She joined the world of Politics in 2015, and 
was duly elected to South Northants District 
Council. In 2017 she joined the County 
Council and worked there initially holding the 
portfolio for Adult Social Care and Health 
Integration, before moving to become Deputy 
Leader.

As part of the recent West Northants Shadow 
Cabinet, Lizzy took responsibility for Housing, 
Leisure, Culture and Tourism at the same time 
as her County Council role.

Lizzy is determined that the new West 
Northants unitary authority is a step closer 
to a more responsive, joined up service for 
residents.

Lizzy.bowen@westnorthants.gov.uk

Phil 
Larratt
Phil has been 
appointed as 
Cabinet Member 
for Environment, 
Transport, Highways & 
Waste

Phil was a Member of Northampton Borough 
Council for 34 of the past 38 years, and has 
held various positions within the Council, 
including being Leader of the Opposition, 
Leader of the Council and more recently, since 
2016, Deputy Leader of the Council. Phil was 
also a Member of Northamptonshire County 
Council from 2009 to 2017. Phil was born and 
educated in Northampton.

When elected in 1983 Northampton Borough 
Council had responsibility for Highways 
under an Agency Agreement with the County 
Council, and he has always taken an interest 
in highway matters, and has also worked in 
Environmental improvement.

Phil says he’s glad to be able to take 
responsibility for these vital areas, and has 
clear plans for how service can be improved 
further.

We consider it to be a tremendous privilege 
to represent such a wonderful part of 
Northampton and West Northants, so once 
again, thank you for putting your faith in us 
to represent you and to help shape the new 
council.

Phil.larratt@westnorthants.gov.uk

With very best wishes, 
Jonathan, Lizzy & Phil
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Butterfly 
Conservation in 
Northamptonshire
As the Northamptonshire 
Butterfly Recorder for Butterfly 
Conservation, local resident David 
James, provides an insight to the 
world of our local butterflies and 
how we can all get involved to help 
our butterfly populations.

My name is David James, and I am the 
Northamptonshire butterfly recorder for 
Butterfly Conservation. I have been a resident of 
Wootton for four years now and I really enjoy it 
here, for me it has the perfect mix of community 
spirit and easy connections to the countryside. 
I grew up in Finedon and the house my parents 
have backs on to fields. When I was a child 
I would walk through the back gate into the 
countryside, and I would spend countless hours 
exploring the fields and woodlands sparking a 
lifelong interest in nature.

I spent most of my early adult life travelling 
around Britain enjoying the fabulous wildlife 
we have in this country but when I was older, I 
decided it was time to give a bit back. I noticed 
the local Beds and Northants branch of 
Butterfly Conservation were holding a winter 
work party near me and anyone could attend. I 
went along and straight away I was hooked! It 
was interesting to learn about the conservation 
methods being used and why they were 
effective. It was also a nice feeling to see the 
butterflies using the areas we had worked on 
the following summer as it proved that the hard 
work had made a difference. 

I soon became good friends with the key 
members of the branch and within a year I was 
sitting on the committee. Soon after this the 
previous county butterfly recorder of 30 years 
decided it was time to step down and I was asked 
if I would like to take his place which was quite 
an honour! I have been the county butterfly 
recorder for six years now and although it is 
hard work at times it’s very rewarding. Even in 
my short time in the role there has been a lot of 
changes especially with the uptake of wildlife 
recording apps people can use on their phones. 
When I first started, we used to receive an 
average of around 7,000 butterfly records a year 
in the county but these days it is much more like 
30,000 which is really encouraging to see.

We are very lucky here in Northamptonshire to 
have some amazing places to see butterflies. 
A few of our grassland sites hold important 

colonies of Dingy and Grizzled Skippers 
with Fermyn Country Park and Twywell 
Hills and Dales being superb places to see 
these. However, it is our woodlands that 
really put the county on the British butterfly 
map. Northamptonshire is home to several 
important populations of nationally rare 
species such as the Black Hairstreak and 
the Wood White which both emerge in late 
spring. Glapthorn Cow Pastures near Oundle 
is a famous location to see Black Hairstreaks 
and on my last recent visit I bumped into 
three people who had travelled all the way 
from Cornwall to come and see them! Wood 
Whites can be seen flying in good numbers 
in Bucknell Wood, Hazelborough Forest and 
Salcey Forest too. Salcey Forest is also an 
important site for Black Hairstreaks, and it is 
possible to see both Wood Whites and Black 
Hairstreaks along the same ride; the ride south 
of the Horsebox car park for instance is a very 
good spot in the forest to see both species. 
Later in the year the summer woodland 
butterflies emerge, and these are particularly 
impressive. There really is nothing better than 
wandering down a woodland ride on a nice 
summer’s day watching the Silver-washed 
Fritillaries and White Admirals busily nectaring 
on the flowers while tiny Purple Hairstreaks 
flit around the tops of the Oaks. 

Occasionally you may even be lucky enough 
to bump into the most impressive butterfly 
of them all, the Purple Emperor! When I 
was asked to provide a cover photo for this 
magazine, I knew straight away the iconic 
Purple Emperor was the one to use. I took this 
photo in Fermyn Woods a few years ago but 
you can also see Purple Emperors anywhere 
in Salcey Forest with some of their favourite 
areas being the ride south of the Horsebox 
car park and the rides to the north, especially 
around the Piddington crossroads. 

You may also have heard on the news in 
recent years that Rockingham Forest in the 
north of the county has played host to an 
extremely exciting project that aims to bring 

a previously extinct butterfly back to the 
county. Northamptonshire used to be the 
stronghold of the Chequered Skipper butterfly 
but unfortunately they became extinct in 
England in the 1970s. In an attempt to return 
the Chequered Skipper back to the county the 
“Back from the Brink” project, in partnership 
with Butterfly Conservation, released a 
number of Chequered Skippers from Belgium 
into a secret area of Rockingham Forest 
in 2018. As the species only flies for a few 
weeks we had to wait a whole year before 
we could see if it had been a success. On 
the morning of the 19th May in 2019 I was 
carrying out a monitoring survey in the release 
area and I looked down and found the first 
Chequered Skipper to emerge in the wild in 
Northamptonshire for nearly half a century! It 
was a great moment for me, and also led to a 
huge sigh of relief to all the people involved in 
the scheme. For more information about the 
incredible work by the Back from the Brink 
project check out the Roots of Rockingham 
area of their website. If you check out their 
blog you may even find a blog post by me 
called “The Chequered Skipper Flies Again”.

If you would like to find out more information 
about the butterflies of Northamptonshire 
a good place to start would be the local 
Beds and Northants Branch of Butterfly 
Conservation website (www.beds-northants-
butterflies.org.uk). Here you can find details 

The Chequered Skipper successfully brought back 
from the brink in Northamptonshire
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of recent butterfly sightings, contact 
details for the branch committee, including 
me, and also any events that are coming 
up. Most years we lead guided walks to 
help people enjoy our butterflies and in 
the winter we hold work parties. Hopefully 
once covid restrictions are lifted we can 
resume these as soon as we can!

If you would like to submit butterfly 
records they would be very welcome. If 
you regularly walk in the countryside one 
of the easiest ways to submit records is 
by downloading the iRecord Butterflies app 
on to your phone and record butterflies 
easily using that. Of course, it is not just 
the butterflies in the countryside we are 
interested in, if you have butterflies in 
your garden, we would be very interested 
to hear about those too! Lastly if you 
would like to learn about how the 
county’s butterflies have been doing, I 
have been posting annual summaries on 
my blog which you can read here www.
davidjameswildlifediary.com.

Butterfly Conservation
Follow the branch at 
@BedsNthantsBC

and follow David at 
@dave_b_james.

Butterfly Conservation

Black Hairstreak Wootton Library
It has been a long time since “the powers that 
be” decided to close the library in Caroline 
Chisholm School and move it into a portacabin 
adjacent to Wootton Community Centre. It 
also seems along time since the portacabin 
was hoisted up on a crane and taken away!

We are delighted to be able to open a shiny 
new library as part of our building project and 
are looking forward to re-grouping with our 
team of volunteers. The library should open 
on the 19th July Covid permitting and we will 
publish opening times soon.

The old temporary library portacabin being removed and will be replaced by a brand new library in the extended 
Community Centre.

We are looking for volunteers to help in the library; the more volunteers we have the 
more hours it will be able to open.

If you can spare an hour or two on a weekly basis and would like to get involved, please 
contact Diane in the Parish Council office.

Council of the Year 2020

Council of the Year 2020

The Climate and 
Ecological Emergency 
(CEE) Bill
Drafted by scientists, legal experts, ecological 
economists and environmentalists, the Green 
Party’s CEE Bill is designed to reverse the climate 
and ecological breakdown we face.

The Bill asks the UK to take responsibility for 
its fair share of greenhouse gas emissions, to 
actively restore biodiverse habitats in the UK and 
to stop damage to the environment through the 
production, transportation and disposal of the 
goods we consume.

Wootton Parish Council is seeking views from our 
residents on this topic.

The Bill sets out a visible path for the UK to follow 
by:

l Requiring the Government to ensure that the 
UK reduces greenhouse gas emissions in line 
with its legally-binding international obligations 
to limit global heating to 1.5 degrees C above 
pre-industrial levels

l Requiring the Government to protect and 
restore habitats, woodlands, wetlands and the 
wider natural world

l Establishing a representative Citizens’ 
Assembly to involve people from all parts of 
the UK in deciding which policies are needed to 
avoid irreversible environmental damage

More information can be found at 
www.ceebill.uk

We would welcome your views on this and ask you 
to submit your thoughts to the Parish Council at: 
clerk@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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News from Wootton Parish Council 

Lots of goings on, some of it anti-social!

Parish Clerk, Tina Charteress, keeps us 
up to date with all Council matters Council of the Year 2020

Parish Council Business
After being delayed due to the Covid-19 
Pandemic, the Parish Council alongside other 
authorities, went to election in May. Thirteen 
candidates stood for 12 places, and you can 
see from this edition of The Parish Mag that 
we have welcomed six new Councillors to our 
Parish Council. 

In May the Government decided that Parish 
Councils could no longer meet via video call 
and we have now returned to face to face 
meetings. Covid-19 risk assessments are 
in place and members of the public are very 
welcome to attend as they used to. All our 
meeting dates are on our website, and we 
would love to see you.

Anti-social behaviour, criminal 
damage and community spirit
We are still plagued with anti-social behaviour, 
litter, and damage to equipment at the 
Community Centre. We are working closely 
with the Police to continue to try and stop 
this happening and are installing some new 
CCTV cameras onto the building. Anyone 
spotting anti-social behaviour or criminal 
damage should report it to the Police as soon 
as possible and we are grateful for residents 
helping us in this regard.

Land Transfers
On the 31st March, late in the evening, we 
finally completed some of the land transfers 
from Northampton Borough Council. The 
Parish Council now own the land behind 
the Co-op stretching to Wooldale Road and 
Curtlee Hill, the land from Curtlee Hill to 
Quinton Road and the green in Farmclose 
Road. The mowing of these spaces will still be 
carried out by the existing contractors as the 
Borough Council had a contract which still had 
eight years to run.

The Parish Council has set up an Open 
Spaces Working Group which will look at 
the future management of all Parish Council 
owned green open spaces. I am aware that a 
number of residents have enquired about the 
management of trees in these areas, and this 
will be picked up by the newly created group.

Disappointingly we have still not received any 
news on the land transfers from David Wilson 
Homes but we continue to chase regularly 
and have involved the legal team at West 
Northants Council in this matter.

Food Market
The Food Produce Market has been a great 
success and now has a regular following. One 
of our Councillors carried out some market 
research and found that 100% of people 

attending want the Market to keep going. 
Visitors said that the Market gave a wonderful 
community spirit and there was high praise for 
the fruit and veg stall. There were also many 
positive comments about the rotation of stalls 
keeping the offering fresh. We are delighted 
to be able to provide this new initiative for our 
residents.

Peter – an enormous thank you!
After many years of daily 
walks litter picking and a stint 
on the Parish Council, we are 
sad to report that Peter 
Barley is leaving the Parish 
for pastures new. Peter has 
made such a difference to 

our Parish constantly litter picking, and he will 
be sorely missed. We send him an enormous 
thank you and wish him all the very best in his 
next chapter.

Wootton Wombles
We continue to be very grateful to our team 
of litter pickers who are regularly seen armed 
with high-viz vests and litter pickers. I have 
received a number of requests for kit to enable 
more people to join this team, but I have been 
so busy with the Community Centre build and 
haven’t been able to speak with everyone who 
is interested; I’ll be in touch shortly to provide 
the kit needed.

Future events
All being well with the Covid-19 Pandemic the 
Parish Council have a couple of dates for your 
diary We are planning an Outdoor Cinema 
Event on the field at the Community Centre 
on the 11th September and hope to put on a 
Firework Extravaganza on the 7th November. 
Further information will follow shortly.

Wootton 
Seniors Club
It’s sixteen months since the club 
last met on Wednesday afternoon at 
Wootton Community Centre. 

Last autumn we did have some excellent Tai 
Chi sessions, attended by fifteen members, 
outside on the recreation ground which we 
hope to continue. Our instructor Jeff, who 
lives locally, is a patient and humerous teacher. 

Bob, our committee member emailer, has 
continued to notify members of any news and 
updates of the building works. Now we can 
see that the Community Centre is on the way 
to completion and the prospects of holding 
our club afternoons there. 

Tina, our Parish clerk, has been very supportive 
and understands that we need to be cautious, 
as we have planned to get together outside 
first so that the committee can chat with 
members to see how they feel about meeting 
inside. We will let members know when this 
will take place. 

Seniors Club Committee

New members are always very welcome. 
Phone the club chairperson:

Jean Penny on 01604 762323



WOOTTON PARISH MAG June 2021 June 2021 WOOTTON PARISH MAG16 17

Can you help us find the 
person that created this 
message?

Wootton Parish Council has created a Working Group to care for and manage the 
green open spaces in our community, and we’d love to involve the young person that 
left his message (possibly a couple of years ago now!), so that we can get their views 
on how we can improve our outdoor spaces to support our important pollinators and 
bee populations.

Please contact us at clerk@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk and we’ll be in touch!

Thank you!

Council of the Year 2020

As I write this, Covid restrictions are beginning 
to ease but worship in our Methodist churches 
is limited to about 40 minutes and we are 
unable to enjoy what has been one of the key 
elements of Methodist worship for nearly 300 
years – singing hymns and songs together.

John and Charles Wesley first realised the 
power of singing to strengthen faith when 
they were travelling across the Atlantic to 
Georgia in January 1736. There was a terrible 
storm at sea, but a group of German Moravian 
Christians inspired the brothers with their 
confidence in God. They preached and sang 
hymns together and the Wesley brothers 
realised their own faith was much weaker.

Charles Wesley wrote more than 6000 
hymns, many of which are still sung today 
along with more contemporary songs in 
worship services.

Northampton Methodist Churches

In the days of John and Charles Wesley people 
remembered the words of hymns and from 
them learnt about the Christian faith and 
following Jesus.

During Covid restrictions the Methodist 
churches commitment to worship has not 
stopped but was transferred to web based 
transmission and printed resources. I hope 
that by the time you read this Methodist 
worship will again include inspiring singing 
together.

You will find a warm welcome at any of our 
churches in the area. For more details about 
worship and other activities contact office@
methodist-churches-northampton.org.uk 
or check the website: methodist-churches-
northampton.org.uk 

Deacon Richard Beckett 
Northampton Methodist Churches

“Sing lustily, and with a good courage. Beware of singing as if you were half 
dead, or half asleep; but lift up your voice with strength”
John Wesley
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Relief as pet dog Barney is rescued from 
overnight tunnel ordeal with help from RSPCA 
and partners

An all-night vigil outside a badger sett ends in 
huge relief for his owners after some lateral 
thinking from the RSPCA and a chicken 
sandwich 

Barney disappeared down a Northampton 
badger sett for almost 24 hours has 
been reunited with his owners after 
help from organisations including the 
RSPCA, Northamptonshire Fire & Rescue, 
Northamptonshire Badger Group, a couple of 
dogs and a chicken sandwich. 

Fox terrier Barney’s ordeal started on the 
evening of Sunday 7 March, when he and 
owner Richard Baldwin went for a walk. It 

was an area of Wootton the Baldwin family 
had walked numerous times before with 
no problems, but this time, 11 year-old 
Barney went off in another direction and 
then just disappeared. When Richard went 
to investigate, he discovered an area with 
artificial badger sett tunnels which his beloved 
pet had entered. 

After calling for Barney in vain, Richard was 
joined by his wife Sarah. The worried couple 
contacted Northamptonshire Fire & Rescue, 
who met them at the site, but there was 
little they could do that night without the 
appropriate permits. In the meantime, a 
conversation with the RSPCA gave them 
some advice and reassurance about Barney’s 
likely condition.

It was getting dark and the Baldwins were 
becoming desperate as there was still no sign 
of Barney. They didn’t want to leave the site 
as they knew Barney was still down there, 
so they made the difficult decision to camp 
outside the badger sett overnight, to be there 
if Barney re-emerged in the small hours. 

RSPCA Inspector Sarah Bate said: 
“When I spoke to the Baldwins on Sunday 
night I was able to give them some advice 
and reassurance, based on my previous 
experiences of dogs disappearing down holes. 
By first thing on Monday morning, poor 
Barney still hadn’t reappeared. They told me 
that although he had been making sounds 
earlier on Sunday night, he hadn’t been heard 
since 10pm, leaving them frantic with worry. I 
again reassured them and put them in touch 
with Sally Jones from Northamptonshire 
Badger Group, who was very helpful, and we 
all met that morning down at the site.

“A permit to excavate the tunnels was obtained, 
but the earliest this would be allowed to take 
place would be Tuesday afternoon. In the 
meantime, we needed other ideas. I advised 
that familiar sounds and smells can often 
help, so the Baldwins’ next-door neighbour’s 
dog was brought to the location, along with 
another dog, and a chicken sandwich was 
wafted around near the holes.

“Suddenly, around lunchtime, there was a 
cheer as Barney suddenly reappeared out of 
one of the holes. Very hungry but otherwise 
unscathed by his underground escapade, an 
overexcited Barney greeted his overjoyed 
owners with a madly wagging tail.

“I don’t know whether it was the chicken 
sandwich or Barney’s doggy friends that 
made the difference, but my thanks go to 
Northamptonshire Fire & Rescue and the 
Northamptonshire Badger Group, for helping 
to reunite Barney with his owners. This was 
a terrible ordeal for both the dog and the 
Baldwins but thanks to everyone pulling 
together, this was a happy ending.”

Barney’s Escapades
Pet dog Barney is rescued from overnight tunnel ordeal with help from 
RSPCA and a chicken sandwich

Richard Baldwin was hugely relieved: 
“Barney’s part of the family and we were 
beside ourselves when he disappeared for 
such a long time. It was a really stressful 
experience, but the reassurance provided by 
the RSPCA and Northamptonshire Fire & 
Rescue really helped us to stay calm through 
that awful time.

“When Barney finally reappeared from the 
badger sett nearly 24-hours later we were over 
the moon. He was so excited to see us, though 
very hungry and thirsty. We took him straight 
to the vets to be checked and thankfully he 
was none-the-worse for wear, other than 
picking up a few ticks along the way.

“Barney is a fox terrier and like all terriers, has 
quite a fascination with holes, so I’ve learnt to 
keep him well away from them. Now I know 
about this particular artificial badger sett, I will 
not be letting Barney anywhere near it!”

To help the RSPCA continue rescuing, 
rehabilitating and rehoming animals in 
desperate need of care please visit our 
website or call our donation line on 0300 
123 8181.

After almost 24 hours, Barney finally reappears
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WOOTTON PRIMARY SCHOOL 
www.wootton.northants.sch.uk 

 
 

VALUE: Honesty | BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE: Independent Thinker  

SUMMER TERM 2021 
 

We are now half way into our Summer Term here at Wootton Primary School. The Summer Term is usually the 
busiest of all with many exciting events and trips booked into our school calendar for the children to look forward 
to. This year, however, is looking a little different and despite the restrictions, the children have loved spending 
time with their friends within the school environment.  
 
So what have we been up to instead this term? 
 
TRAVEL TO TOKYO 
To celebrate the rescheduled Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic games this summer, we are hosting a virtual 
race to get active with the Travel to Tokyo Challenge. The children will work in their House Teams to cover the 
GIANT 9514.4km from Wootton Primary School to the National Stadium in Tokyo by walking, running, cycling, 
scooting or travelling in which ever wacky and wonderful way they would like to count out their distance. This 
challenge began at the start of the Summer Term and at our most recent update we have travelled 3206km which 
is 33.6% of the way to Tokyo. We have arrived in Sochi, Russia who were the hosts of the 2014 Winter Olympic 
games. What a fantastic achievement to date! This challenge will continue until the end of term and we are all 
cheering our fabulous children on as they travel the remainder of the journey to Tokyo! Good luck!! 
 
EXPLORING ANCIENT GREECE 
Our Year 3 and Year 4 classes have been whisked away (figuratively) to Ancient Greece with the help of Past 
Productions and the History Squad! The children really engaged with the learning and what it felt like to be part of 
the Ancient Greek community of the day. A wonderful day was had by all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NSPCC NUMBER DAY 
At Wootton Primary School, we love to fundraise and give back to our local and 
wider community. We recently took part in Number Day to raise money for the 
wonderful charity that is the NSPCC. We supported this cause last year and did so 
again this year by celebrating ‘Maths in Nature.’ The children dressed up as 
anything number related and we had some truly fantastic outfits. Collectively, as a 
school, we managed to raise over £400 for the NSPCC and we learnt that maths is 
all around us and isn’t just about calculations and times tables. 
 
These are just a few of the highlights from this past half-term that we have truly 
enjoyed sharing with you all. As always, we continue to uphold our aim which is  
“be the best you can be!” 
 
Wootton Primary School has been at the heart of the local community since 1872. 
The school has excellent relationships with our local community and as we look forward to more restrictions easing 
in the future, we know that the children will thoroughly enjoy getting stuck back into some of the many great 
activities that they are used to taking part in within the village.  
 
We have spaces available for Reception and Year 1 for September 2021 in our wholesome, vibrant school. For more 
information please contact the school office on (01604) 761679. 
 
Thank you for reading. 
 
 

 

 
01604 761679 

 
OFFICE@WOOTTONPRIMARYSCHOOL.ORG 

 
@WOOTTONPRIMARY 
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Floodline 0345 988 1188 Incident Hotline 0800 80 70 60

Reducing flood risk
Grass cutting

Our Environment Agency teams (and 
contractors on our behalf) are out and about 
across Northamptonshire cutting grass on 
the thousands of kilometres of Main River, 
sea and reservoir banks that serve as flood 
defences. These banks are man-made and 
help reduce the risk of flooding to people and 
property.

Embankments need regular maintenance. The Environment Agency bids for public funding 
every year to carry out this maintenance and we use our permissive powers to deliver the works. 
Other ordinary watercourses (dykes/streams) are still important to local flood risk, but are likely 
owned by the landowner who will be responsible for its maintenance and conveyance.

So why do we cut the grass?
Research has shown that the regular close 
mowing (5-10cm) of grass improves the 
strength of the root network and erosion 
resistance of the grass sward. This sward 
helps protect the earth embankment 
underneath from erosion caused by rainfall, 
currents etc.

Why are we cutting grass at this 
time of year?
It is essential that flood defence 
embankments (coastal or river) are kept in 
good condition and so are mown regularly 
throughout the grass growing season.

Contact
Email 
enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk

Call 
03708 506 506 
(Monday to Friday, 8am-6pm).

How do we cut the grass?
Grass cutting will be carried out using either 
mechanical plant fitted with a flail, by hand or 
by remote controlled mowers.

How do we support biodiversity and 
wildflowers
We are working to create a better place 
in everything we do. We have a team of 
biodiversity experts who advise and help us 
adapt our maintenance to support biodiversity 
where possible. For example, on appropriate 
embankments (where the impacts of flood 
risk are lower) we will only mow along the top 
of the embankment and the top of its slopes. 
The long vegetation left lower down is cut later 
in the year, therefore allowing for most plants 
to flower (providing nectar for pollinators) and 
to set seed.

Getting Back 
to Nature

Although the weather leaves much to be 
desired compared to this time last year, we 
have been embracing the outdoors here at 
Preston Hedges.
Back in the Autumn Term, one of our 
parents approached the school to support 
us in getting more trees on site – something 
that we were very keen to do! Thanks to her 
efforts, we have had 80 trees donated by the 
Tree Appeal, and these were planted by a small 
army of volunteer parents and children (thank 
you so much!) over the Easter Break.

Our trees have been submitted to the Country 
File ‘Plant Britain’ project so that they can 
count towards their target! Although they are 
tiny now, they will provide a wide range of tree 
species in the school over the future years.

Even without the trees being grown, we have 
had a number of ‘wild’ feathered visitors to 
the school! We are especially excited that 
we have a nesting pair of wagtails in our 
inner courtyard. We’ve also spotted a pair of 
goldfinches, so we are all keeping our eyes and 
ears out for some baby birds!

Hello everyone,

As the Summer comes 
in and restrictions ease 
everyone will be quite 
rightly looking forward to 
enjoying time outdoors 
with their friends and 

family. Residents in Wootton are lucky in 
that they have access to a number of well 
maintained and well looked after green areas 
across the parish.

This is my first Summer covering Wootton 
and I have been made aware that in previous 
years the green areas have been badly abused 
and have been central points for anti-social 
behaviour. This kind of behaviour will not 
be tolerated, a plan is in place with the local 
policing team and anyone found acting in an 
antisocial manner will be dealt with robustly 
regardless of age or any other factor.

The areas are there to be enjoyed and not 
misused and likewise those out enjoying them 
should be able to do so without fearing that 
they will be subjected to abuse. Any damage 
to property or acts that form public order 
offences will be investigated and dealt with 
appropriately and those involved if identified 
will be dealt with formally with no exceptions.

After nearly a year and half of restrictions 
we should all be looking forward to returning 
to a bit of normality and should be showing 
care and respect to our environment and 
each other. To those who always do this 
thank you, to those that wish to abuse it, this 
is your opportunity to stop now or face the 
consequences of your actions.

Kindest Regards,

Jamie Edwards PC 1384 
jamie.edwards@northants.police.uk

Neighbourhood 
Policing
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As with all community organisations the WHO 
had a quiet Spring with continued restrictions 
limiting what we could do. Our one event that 
escaped those restrictions was the poppy 
display outside the Memorial Hall on May 15th 
to honour the British Legion centenary. The 
large number of poppies were hand-made in 
various materials by volunteers and provided 
a striking celebratory image that earned 
deserved compliments. We are very grateful 
to all the volunteers who contributed the 
poppies.

With the easing of restrictions we are 
increasingly hopeful that our walk on July 
15th will go ahead as planned. It will start 
in front of the Memorial Hall at 18.30 and 
conclude convivially at The Yeoman. Assuming 
restrictions continue to be relaxed we are 
optimistic about organising a further walk 
in August. The route is yet to be decided but 
details will be set out in the WHO newsletter.

There is still some uncertainty about the 
resumption of indoor meetings but we are 

thinking it might be possible to resume them 
in September with the WHO AGM. That 
remains dependent on the accessibility of the 
Memorial Hall but that is now looking more 
likely to be available. 

At this somewhat more positive time for all 
community based organisations we’d like to 
encourage people who are interested in the 
village, its life and its place in the wider world 
to join WHO. Annual membership is £3.00 
for six newsletters, meetings cost £2.50 for 
members, £3.00 for visitors. Meetings are 
monthly and normally on the third Thursday, in 
the Memorial Hall, at 19.30. None are currently 
scheduled but as soon as something closer to 
normality looks likely we will be planning our 
meeting and event schedule.

For any further information:

Mike Penny 
mgpennyuk@yahoo.co.uk 
07964 541 990.

Still a case of “watch this space” 
but now with more  hope

Wootton WI

Still ZOOMing, but hopefully not for long
At long last Covid restrictions are easing, 
vaccinations have been going well and we can 
now meet again in larger groups outdoors 
and enjoy seeing our WI friends in a more 
relaxed way. We are delighted that so many 
of our members renewed their subscriptions 
in April especially as not all have been able to 
join our regular Zoom meetings. With over 40 
members we are currently unable to meet in 
the Memorial Hall with the appropriate social 
distancing guidelines, but very much hope 
to return to physical meetings there from 
September and are planning to hold another 
Autumn Fayre in November – fingers crossed 
anyway!

In the meantime we are keeping to our 
Zoom monthly meetings, and we have 
some interesting speakers lined up. On 14 
July freelance makeup artist and bespoke 
wigmaker Lucy Swales (aka ‘LucyPinkHair’) 
will be joining us to talk about the History 
of Madame Tussauds and how the figures 
are made from her own personal experience 
working there. For those of you who have 
chosen the Great British Staycation again 
this year, we have added an extra meeting on 

11 August for a talk on the Story of Butlins 
Holiday camps – speaker Stephen Wells 
began his career as a Butlin’s redcoat and 
went on to become the entertainment 
executive responsible for booking some of the 
biggest stars in show business. Gemma Colby 
from the Copper Kitchen has been booked 
for 8 September with a Jam and Jerusalem 
themed afternoon tea demonstration, this will 
hopefully be when all our members are back in 
the Hall and able to mix and mingle again. We 
really look forward to seeing our non-Zooming 
members at a meeting again, it will be such a 
treat to be able to resume ‘normal service’! 

If you would like more details of these virtual 
meetings or anything else about our WI group, 
please get in touch. You can also find updates 
on our programme at: 
https://www.facebook.com/WoottonWI 

Meanwhile keep safe and make the most of 
this unsettled weather!

Judith Lee 
Secretary 
01604 761553

Pat Faulkner 
President 
07704 124729
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Thank you to Wootton Parish for inviting us 
to be part of the June edition magazine. It’s 
fantastic to hear about the upcoming re-
opening of our community centre and new 
library to provide a space for our students to 
enjoy in their local area.

As we now begin our final term of the 
academic year, we hope students can enjoy 
some continued normality for their final 
weeks in their existing year cohort and look 
forward to a new beginning in September – 
we’re keeping our fingers crossed restrictions 
continue to ease and students can enjoy 
a much more ‘conventional’ schooling 
experience!

Community-wide fundraising initiatives have 
always played a large role in the efforts we 
make to give back to those in and around 
our community, and thanks to the wonderful 
efforts of our students, staff and Charity 
Council, last term students across our school 
arrived in mufti to support the Comic Relief 
charity event and donated an enormous 

quantity of chocolatey goodies. These were 
distributed to the care homes in Grange Park, 
Wootton and Collingtree, the local doctors’ 
surgeries, all members of the Wootton 
Seniors’ Club, local PCSOs and both the Hope 
Centre and 100 Ladles. 

We were overwhelmed by the generosity and 
thoughtfulness of our school community 
and know how much those in the local area 
appreciate these extra treats.

We are hoping term 6 brings with it warm 
weather for our students to enjoy on their 
break times, outdoor learning and extra-
curricular PE which continues to be a success 
for Y7-11 students, with brand-new clubs 
available throughout the term. 

As thoughts now turn to saying a final farewell 
to our Year 11 and Year 13 students, we are 
looking forward to new students joining us 
in Reception, Year 7 and Sixth Form from 
September 2021. 

If you’re currently still looking for a space for 
your child to start Reception in September, 
we currently have a small number of spaces 
available. To take a glimpse at our Ofsted rated 
Outstanding Early Years Provision, please visit: 
www.ccs.northants.sch.uk/reception-virtual-
tour-2021 

The Wooldale Centre for Learning 
Wootton Fields, Northampton, NN4 6TP

www.ccs.northants.sch.uk 
Facebook: CarolineChisholmSchool   
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Further information: 

Daniel on 07931 504 712 

dfreer@gkrkarate.com

Local family based 
self defence classes

Open to all 
ages 5yrs+

PARTIES AND EVENTS 
SERVICES 
 
 
Disco and Games 
Parties 
Pamper parties 
Bear Building Parties 
Craft Parties 
Football Parties 
Face Painting 
Glitter Tattoos 
Glitter Festival Faces 
Party Bags 
School and Club discos 
 

 
Tel: 07902 304185 

www.nickysfancyfaces.co.uk 

Check out my facebook page to see what my customers have said…..@nickysfancyfacesparties

Yoga Classes
Tuesday Morning 10.00-11.00am  /  £12 per class

Carrie-Anne: 
07984 191 016 

carrieanne@yogafreedom.co.uk

www.yogafreedom.co.uk
Space is limited so prior booking is essential
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Bright Eyes Breakfast Club provides a value 
for money service allowing parents and carers 
the opportunity to start their work day on 
time. We provide a safe, friendly, relaxed place 
where children can enjoy a nutritional hot/
cold breakfast before school. It’s the perfect 
place to start the day so children get all the 
energy they need for the day ahead. Bright 
Eyes Breakfast Club opened in 2008 and 
continues to serve families in the Wootton 
community and beyond, and will be returning 
to the renovated Wootton Community Centre 
in Sept 2021 for children aged 4-11.

For booking enquires: 
info@brighteyesbreakfast.com 
07769 604037

www.brighteyesbreakfast.com
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Tel: 07766 731542 / 07828 182452    Email: info@boogiebeanies.com
www.boogiebeanies.com

Young Children's
Entertainment Group

Covering Northampton, Daventry & Rugby

Boogie Beanies provides 
stimulating, confidence 
building, interactive musical 
fun and other surprises for 
accompanied preschool 
children and babies.
A selection of delicious 
homemade cakes as well as 
hot and cold drinks are 
included in the entry fee for 
adults and children.

It’s a 
party 
every 
week

Prices 
start from 
£5.50 for
1 adult
and 1
child

Booking Required. Please visit our website for 
session information and bookings.

For session 
details, class 
availability 
and more 

information, 
please take a 
look at our 

website. 

Wootton Town Houses Charity
Many of you who have lived in Wootton for 
some time will be aware of the Wootton Town 
Houses Charity which up until a few years 
ago was known as the Wootton Poor House 
Charity. More recent residents may know 
nothing at all about something which is a part 
of village history.

The six properties in two areas of the village 
have a long and interesting history. The charity 
was founded by the Wootton Enclosure Act 16 
under King George the III 1778 and the charity 
dates from June 23, 1779. Under that Act, 
certain pieces of property were to be managed 
by the Rector, Churchwardens and Overseers 
of the Poor in the Parish of Wootton. The 
purpose of the charity was to make provisions 
for the “honest and industrious poor of 
the Parish”. This originally consisted of six 
cottages, two of which were dilapidated and 
torn down, some property which was sold to 
rebuild the two cottages. At one point there 
were seven cottages, but two were converted 
into a single dwelling.

There were two additional charities in the 
parish for many years and all three worked 
together to carry out charitable activities for 
those in need. An example of this is described 
in the minutes of a meeting convened by 
the then Poor Houses Charity during which 
it was decided that the three organisation 
would finance a donation of 3 cwt. of coal as a 
Christmas gift to each of 55 residents of the 
village. That meeting was on November 26, 
1919 during a very cold winter. The charities, 
prior to 1850, often made contributions 
of cash and clothing to needy residents, 
and the donations of coal went on to 1944 
when 15 households received  one and a half 
hundredweight each. The Parish Relief Act 
also authorised funds for “other poor”. The 
Charity was also instrumental in providing 
relief for families of men thrown out of work 

by smallpox in 1902 and worked with local 
farmers to find new employment.

In the 20th century, the properties were 
modernised, and like much of the village were 
connected to the mains electricity in 1934, 
to the mains water supply in 1949 and to the 
main sewer drains in 1950. Those familiar with 
village history will know that there were battles 
for decades to get  Wootton connected to 
mains water supplies, and that wells were used 
to supply much of the village’s water.

The charity is run by five trustees. For many 
years it ran under the aegis of the St. George 
the Martyr Church, and the church rector has 
always been a trustee. From the 1950s, the 
Charity ran more independently under the 
supervision of the Charity Commission and 
it continues in this way, with an inspection 
of the properties every five years by the 
Commission.

Of course over the years, the conditions 
of eligibility have been modified, as the 
definitions of poverty and need have changed. 
Today, to be eligible for tenancy applicants 
must demonstrate a housing need and have a 
connection with the village of Wootton. Rental 
for the properties is overseen by the Charity 
Commission.

Wootton has changed greatly over the years, 
from a rural and slightly isolated village with a 
relatively small population, to a much busier 
place closely connected to nearby towns and 
villages. Nevertheless it has on-going housing 
needs that are not easily met. The Wootton 
Town Houses Charity will remain active in 
supporting the need for more social housing 
in the area.

If you would like to discuss bequeathing 
money or property to the Charity please 
contact the Chairman, Ed McDonough, 
at edmcd@btopenworld.com.
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Whilst our local all-star cast list may be 
ever so slightly less glamourous than the 
Hollywood counterparts of Kostner and Earl 
Jones, I am thrilled to say that the Community 
Centre extension is nearly finished!

Whilst a baseball field was the inspiration for 
that (almost accurate) quote from 30 years 
ago, the sentiment is the same in July 2021 for 
Wootton Parish. We very much hope to see 
as many members of the parish as possible 
enjoying the new facilities and I know I write 
on behalf of everyone who has worked so hard 
on delivering this project that we are all hugely 
proud of it.

The new Community Managed library has 
been designed by library experts Demco, 
is staffed by our wonderful volunteers, 
and supports literacy and education in 
this fundamental cultural role within our 
community hub. Apart from borrowing 
books, audiobooks and dvds and using 
internet stations, as a library member there 
is free access to e-books, e-audiobooks, 
e-newspapers and magazines, on-line 
information and learning resources, and 
you can request any book within the county 
library services system and it will be delivered 
to Wootton in a flash. There is a vibrant 
children’s area of course so please encourage 
the younger readers you know to come and 

make the most of the service. Reading is 
so crucially important to the educational 
development of young learners.

Between the café and the library is our 
multi-use area, and we will use this for health 
awareness weeks, pop-up shops, and as an 
outlet for a wide range of other information 
and creativity from local businesses and 
organisations. So if you’re looking to 
showcase your photography, organic jam-
making skills, country crafts, music school, 
careers service, fundraising ambitions or just 
have something unique to shout about (within 
reason . . . there’s a library next door!), then 
call in a book a space for free.

The café is opening on 26 July as well and we 
are delighted that Jodie Turner and her team 
are bringing their brilliant cakes and coffee to 
our doorsteps, and a whole lot more besides as 
the menu looks amazing including afternoon 
teas and breakfasts! The design of the café 
allows for plenty of al fresco coffee when the 
weather allows, and for fitness enthusiasts, 
dog walkers and wearers of muddy boots the 
serving hatch will ensure minimum delays 
in exercise and the lobby free filtered water 
fill-ups. For those a little less active they can 
enjoy the sporting benefits of the outdoor 
gym, sports pitches and recreation ground 
from a respectable distance!

Community Centre Extension
Opening 26 July!
‘If you build it, they will come’ described Field of Dreams, a wonderfully 
poignant and uplifting film that members of the parish of a certain age may 
remember from years ago.

Calling Local Businesses

Fantastic 
Business 

Opportunity
Do you live in Wootton?
Do you have a business 

in Wootton?
Wootton Parish Council is keen to support 

local businesses and would like to invite you 
to make use of our new Atrium in the new 
extension to Wootton Community Centre.

The Parish Council will be holding awareness 
weeks in the new space and would like local 
businesses to set up “pop-up” shops when 

the space isn’t being used.

If you are a local businessperson who can 
advertise or set up a shop in the Community 

Centre please get in touch with our 
Community & Functions Manager, Gem 

Johnson who will be able to help you.

bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
01604 705055

I would also thank our team of 
contractors put together for this project 
by PHP, and particularly to Steele & Bray 
for completing this super building. The 
project has only been slightly delayed 
despite the bad weather at the start of 
the year, a certain national train project 
sweeping up all the country’s bricks and 
cement, and a worldwide pandemic. In 
fact the timing of opening the center now 
with covid-19 continuing it’s retreat has 
with hindsight seemed well-timed.

So I wish everyone a very enjoyable 
summer and do enjoy the new facilities as 
much as possible. Any ideas for events or 
activities or displays you have then please 
let one of your local councillors know 
or contact our wonderful clerk Tina. It’s 
been such a challenging and extraordinary 
time for everyone young and old for the 
last 18 months, but with some sunny 
weather and hopefully continuing efforts 
to ease the lockdown and distancing 
measures, we look forward to the center 
becoming a hugely enjoyable social, 
sporting and educational hub once again.

Cllr Jeff Servent 
Chair Extension Committee

Council of the Year 2020

Council of the Year 2020
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Hello I’m Jodie and I’m local to Wootton so 
I know the area well. I have three daughters 
one that is a student at CCS, one at university 
in Nottingham and one who attends East 
Hunsbury Primary school. I have owned 
Number 50 tearoom in Duston for over four 
years now and it’s has been a great four years. 
In that time we have gone from strength to 
strength in Duston and this is all down to 
hard work and delivering the right options 
of food and of course the right price to our 
customers. We have huge regular customer 
base and these customers have played such 
an important part of my success, when I 
get it wrong they tell me and I like that. I 
love feedback and suggestions from our 
customers as I want to offer people what they 
want and I hope this will be the same here in 
Wootton.

So, Number 50 Coffee Lounge, well I am so 
excited to open and meet everyone and I hope 
you all love it as much as I do. We have some 
great items on the menu, we will be serving a 
full English breakfast all day everyday as I do 
not think putting time limits on breakfasts 
work as we always fancy nice breakfast. We do 
not use any fryers so our breakfasts can be as 
healthy as you want them to be, just please let 
us know.

We will be offering many lunch items 
too including jacket potatoes, toasties, 
sandwiches and a children’s menu too and 
of course not forgetting about our afternoon 
teas for adults and children.

We are also going to have freshly made 
waffles on the menu and thick milkshakes so I 
hope we have something for everyone.

Any suggestions you have please do let me 
know, we will be having a suggestion box in 
the coffee lounge so please do help me to get 
it right and let me know if I need to change 
something. Dogs will be welcome inside and 
we will have water bowls outside for them.

We will have a book swap area so please feel 
free to bring any unwanted books in so they 
can be used again.

I am so excited to open and so thankful to 
have been given this amazing opportunity and 
I hope to see lots of regular faces as I really do 
love to chat and meet new people.

Hope to see you soon

Jodie

Opening 26 July
Monday to Friday 
8am - 7pm
Saturday 
8am - 6pm
Sunday 
8am - 5pm

Number 50 Coffee Lounge
Proprietor Jodie Turner provides the warmest of welcomes 
at the brand new community centre coffee shop

Stanley Update
Stanley the Sinkhole is now 
approaching his six month 
anniversary – he first came into 
being on Christmas Eve 2020.
Stanley had a quiet time recently as it hadn’t 
rained hard for long until three weeks in May, 
during which time his depth increased by a 
further 0.5 metre before the dry weather 
appeared. Whilst some investigative work 
has been carried out by Highways the 
information being released as to progress and 
the proposed solution had been slow in being 
shared.

In mid May Mr Jenkins (or John) was made 
aware that some more detailed exploratory 
work had taken place and hopefully as a result 
a plan of action with timescales would be 
available by Friday 21st May. Unfortunately 
this was not forthcoming as there was some 
concern in the detail of other services (Water, 
High Voltage Power, Broadband) in their 
routing and potentially incomplete records 
being available.

Further investigations have been instigated 
and commenced Tuesday 8th June. 
The content of these investigations is 
comprehensive. Firstly a large quantity of 
crushed stone has been used to temporarily 
fill the void created by Stanley. This has been 
overfilled so any further movement would 
show a change in the profile of the stone 
mound. Large exploratory holes have been dug 
in the verge, pavement and carriageway of 
the Newport Pagnell Road to fully document 
all the existing services and come up with a 
sustainable solution. This latest solution is 
likely to be substantially more complex than 
anything originally envisaged and suggests a 
drainage issue had been active for a number 
of years.

As with all planning this will apparently mean a 
start not before 4-8 weeks after the solution 
is agreed. It was originally suggested (by 
Highways) that Stanley would have been filled 
and disappeared from sight and minds by 
April. This and other potential Milestones have 
been missed. John and Kathryn are resigned 
to the fact that even with the considerable 
efforts of the respective Parish Clerks and 
District Councillor(s), who have pushed hard 
and got the priority lifted and ownership 
acknowledged by Highways, they will be living 
with Stanley in the front garden for some time 
yet and the resolution will be quite disruptive.

Here’s hoping for an early summer 
conclusion!!!!

It is hoped that any more of Stanley’s activities will 
show up in a change of shape of the mound of crushed 
stone. Meanwhile, various service providers try to 
locate their services.
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The Little 
Odd Job Co.

Call John Today

07970 801248
References available

Tired of wanting to get jobs done around 
the home?

Book us now to work through your jobs, 
big or small. 

Painting and decorating 
Maintenance 
Plumbing
Electrical
External decoration
Bathrooms 
Kitchens 
Shower rooms

We will not be beaten on price - call us 
today for advice and a free quotation!

Covid-19 
Secure

Insured: 
Public Liability

Our Courses aim to improve your 

knowledge and skills, giving you 

the confidence to move into 

further learning or work. We 

have something for everyone, 

including free Functional Skills 

English and maths, along with 

computer skills. 

Further information about 

planned courses can be found on 

our website:

https://courses.northantsglobal.

net/AvailableCoursesList.asp

Food Safety

COSHH
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ital Skills
Food Allergens

Digital Photography

Web 
Design

Lan
g
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es

Maths

English

When you have the need  
We have the answer 

                Improving Later Life in Northamptonshire  

www.ageuk.org.uk/northamptonshire 

Registered charity No.1059995  

The William and Patricia 

   Venton Centre 

York Road 

Northampton, NN1 5QJ 

Toenail Cutting Service 

Home Care Service 

Handyperson Service 

Personal Alarms 

01604 611200 



June 2021  WOOTTON PARISH MAG41WOOTTON PARISH MAG June 202140

Advertise your 

business where 

it matters!

WOOTTONMAGPA R I S H  
is delivered direct to every 

household in the parish

See the Application Form in this Mag or

Email 
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

 Chris Carroll 
Painter & Decorator 

 
City & Guilds Advanced Craft 

 
Free estimates 

 

 
 

Over forty years of 
experience 

 
07796003935 
01604 845548 

LOCAL BEER
AND CIDER

WE ARE BASED IN

WOOTTON

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
BOTTLES, CANS & DRAFT
GIFT PACKS & LOCAL GIN

Contact details

Company / Group:

Title:

First Name:

Last Name:

Telephone:

Mobile:

Address:

Postcode:

Email:

Preferred method(s) of contact:

 Telephone

 Email

 Post

Applicaton Type

 Commercial Advertising 

 1/4 page – £40 + VAT / issue

 1/2 page – £70 + VAT / issue

 Full page – £120 + VAT / issue

 Back page (colour gloss) 
£500 + VAT / issue

Confirmation for Commercial Advertising 

 I have read and accepted the terms & 
conditions for advertising in Wootton 
Mag

 Payment will be paid by BACs with this 
application for advertising

 Artwork has been forwarded to the 
following email address: 
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
in accordance with the technical data 
and terms & conditions.

Payment Terms
All payments to be made by BACs payment 
upon receipt of invoice.

 Community Group Article 
(non-commercial)

 I have read and accepted the terms & 
conditions for featuring in Wootton 
Mag

 Artwork has been forwarded to the 
following email address: 
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
in accordance with the technical data 
and terms & conditions.

Application Form
Please complete this form when submitting 
community articles or commercial adverts.

Technical data overleaf. 

Please return completed application form 
to:

Wootton Community & Sports Centre 
Curtlee Hill, Wootton, 
Northampton NN4 6ED

Invoice / payment queries: 
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Advertising / editorial queries: 
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

WOOTTONMAGPA R I S H
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Technical Data
Please follow these guidelines when 
providing your material for inclusion in 
Wootton Mag

Commercial Advertisements

Artwork to be provided full-size

Preferred format:
High resolution PDF or EPS 
Embedded images at least 300dpi
All fonts embedded or converted to outlines

Alternative format:
High resolution bitmap (TIF, JPG or PNG)
At least 300dpi

Mechanical data

Trim 

(mm)

Type 

(mm)

Bleed 

(mm)

¼-page 64 x 93 - -

½-page 
132 x 93 - -

½-page 

 64 x 190 - -

Full-page 132 x 190 - -

Back 

cover
148 x 210 132 x 194 154 x 216

Company/Community Group 
Logos

Preferred format:

EPS (vector-based) 

All fonts embedded or converted to outlines

Alternative format:

High resolution bitmap (PSD, TIF, JPG or 

PNG). At least 300dpi (at reproduction size)

We are here to help
Following these guidelines will help ensure successful reproduction of all supplied 
material.

For further information regarding the supply of digital material, please contact:

Wootton Parish Council
Tel: 01604 705055 
Email: bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Community Group Articles

Text

To be supplied as MS Word document or 
text only file or email text.
The word count for reports from community 
groups is a maximum of 500 words or 250 
words if an image is supplied.

Photographic images

High resolution bitmap (PSD, TIF, JPG)
At least 300dpi (at reproduction size)

Other illustrations / graphics / logos

Preferred format:

EPS (vector-based) 

All fonts embedded or converted to outlines

Alternative format:

High resolution bitmap (PSD, TIF, JPG or 

PNG). At least 300dpi (at reproduction size)

WOOTTONMAGPA R I S H

If you are an independent trader and would like attend our Produce Market, 
please contact us on bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Wootton’s 
Produce Market
Every Saturday 9am to 2pm

Wootton Community Centre 
Curtlee Hill, Wootton, NN4 6ED 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetables, eggs, 
bread, pastries, sausages and more. 

Free parking 
Card and cash payments

Support our local, 
independent traders



Your local
plumbing,
heating
and gas
service
from
Roland
Hill Ltd
60 Augusta Avenue
Collingtree Park
Northampton NN4 0XP
www.boilerservicenorthampton.co.uk

High Efficiency
Condensing

Boilers

NO JOB

TOO SMALL

Prices from just

£25
.00

PLUS VAT

Fully Refurbished
Supplied and Fitted

KITCHENS
New Boilers (Combi & System)

Servicing
Breakdowns • Repairs

BOILERS
Tiling

Bathroom Furniture
Boxing • Electrics •

Plastering

BATHROOMS

Tel: 01604 708355

30 Years Experience, Fully Insured
SWITCH

REGISTER
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