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Welcome to the Winter edition of the Wootton Parish 
Mag.

This time we are featuring our Christmas Fayre and a 
special visit by Father Christmas on his sleigh.

We are working hard behind the scenes with Unitary 
Councillor Phil Larratt, to try and manage the number 
of road works in our Parish. The road closure signs on 
Landimore Road and the new roadworks on Wooldale 
Road were were a surprise to both the Parish Council 
and Cllr Larratt! We will keep residents informed via 
social media when we receive some answers.

May I take this opportunity on behalf of Wootton Parish 
Council, to wish our residents a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year and to thank you for all your 
support during 2021.

Noel 
Chairman, Wootton Parish Council 
01604 705055

Council of the Year 2020

Cover image 
The Community Centre gets festive.
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Climate Action Plan

When I applied to be a 
Parish Councillor, one of my 
commitments was to 
support the council and 
residents to develop a 
Climate Action Plan so that 
we can play our part in 
protecting our local 

environment and contributing to the global 
goals that we collectively need to achieve in 
order to avert climate change and to protect 
and restore our natural environment. It seems 
to me that if we all do what we can in our local 
communities then we have the potential to 
create a domino effect across the country and 
accelerate positive change.

We have a huge job ahead of us. And 
sometimes it feels so big it can be a bit 
overwhelming. But we have many resources 
available to us that can guide and advise us, 

and I’d like to share with you some details 
of an event that our Parish Clerk, Tina 
Charteress, recently attended which provided 
lots of ideas and inspiration about activities 
that we can learn from and consider in our 
community and, in some cases, quickly and 
easily put in to action.

Last month, NCALC (Northamptonshire 
County Association Of Local Councils) 
met and received a presentation from Ed 
Gemmel, a Parish Councillor and Chairman 
of the Climate Emergency Working Party 
in Hazelmere and a member of NALC’s 
Climate Emergency Committee. He is also a 
Buckinghamshire Unitary Councillor sitting 
on the Transport Environment and Climate 
Change Committee in Bucks and a member 
of the Local Government Association’s 
Environment, Economy, Housing and 
Transport Board. Ed works as the Managing 

Director of Scientists Warning Europe (a limited 
company and charity whose work is to promote 
science led action on the climate crisis) and is the 
founder of No Disposable Cup Day (scary fact 
alert...we use 7 million disposable cups PER DAY in 
the UK!). Ed stood in the General Election in 2019 
with only one policy to “reverse climate change”.

The Hazlemere Climate Change Working Party 
meets 3 to 4 times a month to work towards their 
target of net zero by 2030 and to progress a 
number of different projects that they’ve identified 
as priorities which include:

l Local transport programme car clubs, cycling and 
EV charging points

l Green and renewable energy options

l Community food growing scheme

l Parish litter reduction

l The ‘Library of Things’ to borrow and a ‘Repair 
Shop’ to fix and prolong the life of existing items

l Food waste reduction and food education

l Plastic and packaging reduction

In addition, they have some wonderfully simple 
projects that everyone can put in place including 
their ‘Bee Squared’ project which encourages 
as many residents as possible to sow 1m2 of 
wildflowers (seeds provided by the Council) to 
support pollinators, as well as recognising the 
importance of retaining our trees and hedgerows 
and identifying new areas for additional planting.

Climate science data tells us that we are in the 
critical decade for our planet and that we need to 
halve our carbon emissions by 2030 and halve 
them again by 2040 in order to stand and chance 
of reaching net zero by 2050 (Net Zero = reducing 
emissions in line with latest climate science and 
balancing remaining residual emissions through 
carbon removal credits). We must reduce the 
emissions that we are putting into the atmosphere 
from many of our activities (transport, energy, food 
production, our purchasing habits…) and maximise 
the ability of our natural environment to sequester, 
or remove, the carbon from the atmosphere too by 
protecting and replenishing nature.

As we look ahead to 2022, we’d like 
to think about the development of a 
Climate Action Plan for Wootton Parish 
and welcome ideas from our residents on 
actions that we can take that will make a 
positive impact on climate change, whilst 
also strengthening our community and 
making it a more inclusive place to live 
and work and protect it for generations 
to come.

Please send your thoughts to: 
clerk@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Helen Hodgkinson

“I am no longer sceptical. I no longer have any doubt at all. 
I think climate change is the major challenge facing the world.”

Sir David Attenborough

We can make a change!
We are a forward thinking and caring 
community that can make a change 
to the world in which we live.

If we all get involved we will make a 
change.

Please submit your thoughts to: 
clerk@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Council of the Year 2020
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Christmas Fayre
After having to cancel our scheduled Christmas Fayre in 2020, changing it 
to a Spring Fayre and cancelling again; we were delighted to be able to hold 
this popular event.

Council of the Year 2020

As you can see from the photos we welcomed 
lots of fabulous stall holders and many people 
attended.

Enormous thanks to Gemma our Bar & 
Events Manager, who has done an amazing 
job pulling this together.

Branching Out For Urban Trees
Alice Whitehead, founder of Save Our Street Trees, explains more about 
the work her community group does to protect and plant urban trees in 
Northampton – and how you can get involved.

The Save our Street Trees (SOST) campaign 
started with one tree. A beautiful flowering 
cherry on Penrhyn Road in Far Cotton. My son 
and I called it the Candy Floss tree because of 
its clouds of fluffy pink blossom in spring. 

We passed this tree on the school run every 
day (we also had a raspberry ripple tree!) – but 
in 2016, we noticed our tree wasn’t doing so 
well. The branches were becoming tangled, 
and the canopy overgrown due to lack of 
maintenance.

Then other trees in our street, and 
surrounding streets, began to disappear – 
never to be replaced. Where once there were 
trees – there were now just empty muddy tree 
pits.

Later, when Save Our Street Trees 
commissioned Northampton University to do 
the first ever tree survey of our local district, 
we discovered 58% of street trees had been 
felled and not replaced in the last 50 years. It 
was easy to extrapolate this could be the case 
in the rest of Northampton. 

In early 2016, we began to write letters to 
councillors and MPs, asking them to do more 
to protect, maintain and replace the street 
trees. We tentatively created a Facebook 
page to publicise what we were doing and get 
support. And Save Our Street Trees was born!

The focus of our community group continues 
to be to promote, protect and plant trees on 
Northampton’s urban streets and highways. 
But we also support any tree project in the 
urban environment, be that in an orchard, park 
or school.

We’ve come a long way since 2016. We’re 
now a constituted community group and 
Tree Charter branch – supporting its pledges 

to make “trees accessible for all”. We’ve 
organised school schemes, created art 
projects and tree trails. And we’ve planted 
more than 300 trees!

We continue to work with Northampton’s 
Unitary Authorities and Parish Councils to do 
more to protect and replant lost trees. But 
we couldn’t do the work we do without the 
fantastic support of Northampton residents. 
We now have a team of Tree Guardians across 
Northamptonshire that help us fundraise, map 
trees and water newly-planted trees. 

Alice Whitehead

Alice Whitehead and members of SOST
Photography: www.kirstyedmondsphotography.co.uk

Fancy getting involved?
We’d love to extend our volunteer 
network into Wootton. If you love trees 
and want better maintenance, protection 
and replanting, find out more about 
us at saveourstreettrees.org. You can 
also donate to help plant more trees in 
Northampton. Or, follow us on Facebook/
Instagram @saveourstreettrees, or Twitter 
@savestreettrees.
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Reception 2022
Intake tours available now!
Wootton Primary School has been at the heart 
of the local community since 1872 and our aim 
is for all of us to be the best that we can be!

The school has excellent relationships with the 
local community and our children get involved 
in the many great activities within the village. 
We have an excellent reputation in the county. 
Academically our children consistently attain 
well above the national averages and have 
impeccable manners, values and behaviour. 
We treat every child as an individual and 
ensurethat they are given every opportunity to 
succeed and develop into fantastic individuals. 
For children, this means that everyone in the 
school strives to support them to attain the 
very bestin terms of educational, personal and 
social development.

Our spacious grounds have been carefully 
developed over the years so that we have 
fantastic recreational spaces throughout the 
school.

We are currently offering school tours to 
parents of children starting in Reception in 
2022. Please contact the school office to 
book your slot on (01604) 761679.

Anti Bullying Week 2021
The school were fully involved in National 
Anti-Bullying Week with the theme ‘One Kind 
Word’. Pictured below are our team of Anti-
Bullying Representatives (as chosen by their 
peers), wearing their anti-bullying bands. In 
total, Wootton Primary School raised £130.00 
for The Anti Bullying Alliance.

We continously explore topics related to the 
Anti-Bullying theme including:

l how to report bullying;

l the language to talk to a trusted adult about 
their experiences and feelings;

l when and how to ask for help and make 
sure they are listened to;

l that there are people who care and can help 
if they are struggling with a bullying-related 
issue

The children were extremely receptive and 
had a great week discussing how one kind 
word leads to another and how kindness fuels 
kindness.

Our actions can fire a chain reaction that 
powers positivity. It starts with one kind word.
It starts today.

Northamptonshire Education 
Awards Finalist!

All the staff at Wootton Primary School are delighted to have been nominated for the 
Northamptonshire Education Awards 2021, in the category of Primary School of the Year. We 
were nominated by some parents earlier in the year and received further fantastic news when we 
were notified that we had been selected as finalists. We are so grateful to have been recognised 
and know that we are in extremely good company with the other finalists. We look forward to 
hearing the judges decision on 26th November.

We’re turning 150!
In 2022, the school will be celebrating it’s 
150th birthday and we have been thinking 
about the best way to mark this special and 
significant date. We have decided to challenge 
ourselves, as a school, to complete 150 ‘good 
deeds’ by the end of this academic year.

This will not only help to strengthen our 
wonderful school values but aim to give 
something back to the community which has 
chosen to be a part of the school’s journey 
throughout, along with other worthwhile 
causes.

Some of the deeds may take the form of 
larger whole school events but we have also 
asked each class or year group to generate 
their own ideas for good deeds they can do.

We know that many of our pupils have 
already shown wonderful acts of kindness in 
the past and more recently, they have been 
volunteering or fundraising for various causes, 
and even donating their hair to the Princesses’ 
Trust, to name but a few!

We will be providing regular updates of 
how we are getting on and look forward to 
celebrating our 150th birthday with 150 good 
deeds!

Some recent acomplishments
l £384.20 for The Royal British Legion

l £423.00 for Children in Need

l Donating old fence panels to a local pig 
sanctuary

l Reception Sponsored Walk in honour of 
Sir Tom Moore raising £520.00

l Food donations given to Weston Favell 
Food Bank for our Harvest Festival

l £400.00 for Young Minds as part of 
Mental Health Awareness Day

l Year 6 book donation to Oxfam

l Reception learning sign language to 
share with friends and family

l Planters made and donated to Merrifield 
Care Home

l Year 2 making bird feeders (and donating 
some to Merrifield Care Home)

l Making road safety posters as part of 
our Safe Parking Initative

l Year 1 made bread and shared their end 
products with the reception children

l Year 3 made vegetable tarts and shared 
them with their adults

l Year 5 made cards with positive 
messages as part of Mental Health 
Awareness Week
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Tell-tale signs your online date may be a 
fraudster
l They want to communicate with you 

through instant messaging and texts, 
rather than through the dating website 
or chat room where you met, as other 
platforms are encrypted and difficult to 
trace

l They ask you lots of questions about 
yourself, but don’t tell you much about 
themselves, you may even only have a 
first name

l They don’t answer basic questions about 
where they live and work

l Their profile picture is too perfect – for 
example they look like an actor or Miss 
World titleholder, they cannot send a live 
image with thumbs up, or waving

l They CANNOT talk to you, video calls are 
silent, because it’s a loop stolen from a 
genuine site

l They talk about their financial difficulties 
to sow a seed before asking for money 

Don’t let your heart rule your head
l Trust your instincts – if you think 

something feels wrong, it probably is

l Choose a site that will protect your 
anonymity until you choose to reveal 
personal information and that will enforce 
its policies against inappropriate use

l Do not post personal information, such as 
phone numbers, on dating sites

l Never send money or give credit card or 
online account details to anyone you don’t 
know and trust

l Wait until you feel comfortable with an 
individual before telling them things like 
your phone number, place of work or 
address

l Be extremely wary about removing 
clothes or doing other things in front of 
your webcam that could be used against 
you - even if you think you know the other 
party

l Use a dating site that offers the ability to 
email prospective dates using a service 
that conceals both parties’ true email 
addresses

l Set up a separate email account that does 
not use your real name

l Pick a username that does not include 
any personal information.

l Finally, meet for the first few times in a 
safe place with plenty of people around, 
and tell a family member or friend where 
you are

If you think you have been a victim of fraud 
you should report it to Action Fraud, the 
UK’s national fraud reporting centre by 
calling 0300 123 20 40 or by visiting www.
actionfraud.police.uk.

Sergeant 667 Nick Paul 
Neighbourhood Policing Team Northampton

Is your perfect 
match really 
who they say 
they are?

Could you be a victim?
Romance fraud cost Northamptonshire victims £1.1million in 2020

People in Northamptonshire lost £1.1million to 
romance fraud in 2020 with an average loss of 
£11,500 per victim.

Romance fraud, or dating fraud, occurs when 
you think you’ve met the perfect partner 
online but they are using a fake profile to 
form a relationship with you. They gain your 
trust over a number of weeks or months and 
have you believe you are in a loving and caring 
relationship. However, the criminal’s end goal 
is only ever to get your money or personal 
information.

Fraudsters spend a lot of time, months in 
many cases, to build up a relationship and get 
the victim to trust them. 57%  of all victims 
are aged between 40-60 and all manner of 
websites and apps are targeted including 
Facebook, Instagram, Google Hangouts, 
WhatsApp, Plenty of Fish, Tinder and Match.

Already in 2021, figures show a 20% increase 
year on year, and police officers are aware 
that this is just the tip of the iceberg as 
many victims do not report the crime due to 
embarrassment.

Confessions of a fraudster (from  the Action 
Fraud website) “People like to live in fairy tales, 
they say it won’t happen to me. I make sure 
all my conversations are bespoke. I will show 
insecurity myself about trusting people and 
this helps allude to them that I’m genuine.”

Neighbourhood 
Policing

PC Neil Mackenzie, said: Fraudsters often 
purport to be a professional person, a doctor, 
or in the military overseas.

“Once the fraudsters are confident that you 
have enough sympathy and desire for them, 
they will tell you about a problem they are 
experiencing and ask you to help out by 
sending money. For example, they’ve arranged 
to visit you but need money to pay travel or 
visa costs, or they’ve paid for a plane ticket 
which is then stolen.

“It could also be that a family member or 
someone else they are responsible for is ill and 
they need money for medical treatment.

“Once you send them money, the fraudsters 
will keep coming back with more reasons to 
send them money, or ask you to use your bank 
account to transfer money for them - this is 
money laundering.”

Money will be requested by the fraudsters 
in all manner of ways including  cash, bank 
transfer or cryptocurrency.

PC Mackenzie, added: “The financial loss 
is difficult to overcome however it’s the 
emotional impact on victims that can be 
devastating as they end up loving the person 
who has scammed them. We want to do all we 
can to raise awareness of this heartless crime 
to prevent people from falling for it.”
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Firework Extravaganza
The Parish Council were absolutely delighted 
to receive so many positive comments for the 
Firework event. 

Enormous thanks go to everyone who helped 
make the event so successful. We were so 
pleased that Wootton Primary School and 
Step by Step performed on the stage. The 
Scouts were invaluable helping with their 
walkie-talkies and collecting money on the 
entrances to the field. Thanks too, to those 
members of the public who joined Parish 
Councillors to help marshall the event.

News from Wootton Parish Council 

Fireworks light up Wootton

Parish Clerk, Tina Charteress, keeps us 
up to date with all Council matters Council of the Year 2020

Council Business
The Parish Council is now in the process 
of putting together the budget for the next 
financial year and will be discussing this at the 
next couple of meetings.

We are delighted to advise residents that we 
are working closely with Caroline Chisholm 
School to revamp our Youth Shelter on the 
Rec. The school are designing artwork for the 
shelter and we will feature this in our next 
magazine.

It was simply wonderful to see the plethora 
of poppies scattered throughout the parish; 
so many people and organisations made a 
massive contribution to “Poppy the Parish” 
and we are very grateful. 

Further land transfers are expected shortly 
from the new West Northants Council; these 
were previously agreed by Northampton 
Borough Council. We hope to be able to 
publish the extent of the Parish Council 
owned land in a future edition of the Mag. This 
will help residents know where to report any 
problems.

The Parish Council are very pleased to be able 
to welcome our new Saturday vegetable stall 
holder, Christopher. Christopher will be in the 
car park every Saturday and is selling home 

Mrs Tina Charteress 
at the Parish Office:

Telephone 
01604 705055

Email 
clerk@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Website 
www.woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Council of the Year 2020

grown organic vegetables. Some weekends 
there will be a bigger market and we will 
publish lists of stall holders when they check 
in with us.

Once again we are delighted to be able to 
welcome the visit of Father Christmas to the 
Parish. He will be visiting on Monday 13th 
December with the help of the Rotary Club.

Our Parish Council meetings continue to 
run on a face to face basis and we welcome 
residents to attend and get involved. The dates 
of our meetings are published on our website.
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Lest We Forget
Wootton community came together 
to remember Armistice Day and 
Remembrance Sunday. Thank you for 
all your contributions, decorations, 
and support to mark this event.

Caroline Chisholm School created an amazing 
display of poppies created from recyclable 
items.

Wootton Primary School 
performed their Armistic 
Day play with wonderful 
songs and poems for 
the community. They 
were accompanied by 
Northampton Piper, 
Rederick Elder who played 
before and after the two 
minutes silence.

Remembrance Sunday Service was well 
attended and held in the beautifully decorated 
grounds of St George the Martyr Church. 
Wreaths laid at the war memorial from 
representatives in Wootton. Last Post 
signalled the beginning of silence ending with 
The Reveille being played.

Lest we forget . . .
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An Update from Preston 
Hedge’s Primary School
The children and staff of Preston Hedge’s wish the 
local community a wonderful, healthy Christmas and 
a very Happy New Year! We hope that you all have a 
fantastic festive break!

It is, once again, the most exciting term of a 
school’s calendar as we prepare for the run 
up to Christmas! There is a definite sense of 
anticipation in the children – and in the adults 
too!

As a community school, our families are really 
important to us, so not having them coming 
in to school last academic year was incredibly 
difficult for us. We are so pleased to be 
welcoming our parents, siblings, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles and carers back into school – 
safely, of course! – and are very excited to be 
having a real audience Reception Nativity and 
our Y5/6 production of The Snowman! 

We have already had a very busy and exciting 
term: we joined in with COP 26 with a week 
of Eco-Science based activities; we zoomed 
in with authors during our reading week 
(including Jacqueline Wilson!!!) and will be 
doing some STEM work across school with 
the University of Northampton! 

However, we are especially looking forward 
to receiving some very special visitors to the 
school later this term . . . Santa’s reindeers will 
be making a stop at our school in December 
to say hello to our children! We are very lucky 
that they are taking time out of their very busy 
schedule – as we all know, they have a very 
demanding evening coming up! 

Wootton Seniors 
Club

Wootton 
Memorial Hall

At last! We are back in the swing of meeting 
every other Wednesday at the Wootton 
Community Centre and how good it is to see 
so many smiling faces. 

Club members had paid their annual £5 
subscription in January 2020 and 2022 subs 
are due in January. Members are entitled to 
any subsidies that we can offer, like coach 
trips and celebration meals. Our Christmas 
lunch this year will be at Collingtree Golf 
Club where the restaurant is under new 
management. 

Our Club Secretary produces a programme 
of activities after consultations with the 
committee. We have enjoyed a quiz with 
Derreck, a long standing club member, chair 
yoga which we hadn’t had for eighteen 
months so took it very gently, time to chat and 
catch up and a fiercely contested TV, sport 
and film quiz. The men enjoy playing pool 
sometimes in the Jubilee Bar. 

Recently a turnout of fifty Seniors heard a 
talk by Mike Penny on tutoring in prisons. In 
December we have a raffle, our Christmas 
lunch and an afternoon of Carols and mince 
pies. 

New members are always welcome. 

The Seniors Committee

The Memorial Hall is gradually adapting to life 
with fewer restrictions. Its day time use by 
the pre-school group has been operating at 
something close to normal for all but a few 
months although the extent to which the 
group has adapted to on-going restrictions 
has been impressively to their credit.

More recently both regular and occasional 
additional bookings have gradually built up 
and it’s heartening to note a number of party 
bookings in the New Year. However we still 
have vacancies for both regular slots and 
one-off bookings. These are available in the 
evening and at weekends with both regular 
and occasional bookings negotiable.

David Blackbourn is Chair of the Hall Council 
and is responsible for bookings. He’s happy to 
discuss availability, facilities and administrative 
arrangements with anyone interested in a 
booking of any kind. Rates are £10.00 an 
hour for regular bookings, £17.00 an hour for 
single sessions. The Hall is capable of holding 
a wide variety of activities and events as it has 
for almost a century. Its facilities have been 
regularly updated and upgraded, it’s very well-
maintained, well equipped and spacious.

David Blackbourn can be contacted at 
dblackbourn345@btinternet.com or 01604 
767438 and will be pleased to discuss what 
might be suitable and available.
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Wootton Open Spaces Group
In this edition of the Parish Magazine, we’re very lucky to have received this fabulous 
contribution from Rachel Carter, a member of the newly formed Wootton Open Spaces Group 
who has long-standing ecology and natural history interests and, thankfully, was a key instigator 
and contributor, to whom I feel we owe gratitude for protecting some of our open green spaces 
from development back in the 1980’s. 

It’s wonderful to be able to capture and share the history of our local area. I hope you enjoy 
reading Rachel’s story of how our open spaces have been safeguarded and are a little bit inspired 
to read how the determination and willingness of individuals really can make a difference to local 
communities, to help them thrive and be special places to live.

We hope too that the Wootton Open Spaces Group will be able to continue the work that 
Rachel and many others started so many years ago with a long-term vision of protecting and 
enhancing nature and wildlife for future generations.

Cllr Helen Hodgkinson

The saga behind some of 
Wootton’s open spaces
The open spaces around the edge of Wootton 
had their origins many years ago. We owe 
the acquisition of the “perimeter strip” to 
the Wootton Heritage Organisation (WHO), 
which in the face of massive housing 
development wanted to secure a bit of our 
countryside heritage. And so the idea of a 
Wootton Pocket Park was born. A group 
of us talked to the developer, David Wilson 
Homes, who were helpful, and we consulted 
the Northampton Borough Council planning 
department. The planning officer involved was 
very supportive of the idea, and it grew wings: 
instead of the little patch we’d envisaged we 
went for the whole of the area between the 
perimeter road (now Wooldale Road) and the 
parish boundary. 

That was the late 1980s; by 1995 the Parish 
Council was involved and we had a Section 
106 agreement securing the land. We drew a 
sketch plan (opposite) based on its definitive 
map. They wouldn’t let us have the patch 
between the Quinton road and the footpath 

Path through Nettle Gap Spinney constructed by 
volunteers.
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which now leads to Grange Park, but they 
“threw in” the land over the gas pipeline.

We did much planning and held many 
meetings. We learned about balancing 
lagoons (we would not be responsible for 
their maintenance) and what could not be 
planted over gas pipelines. The National 
Rivers Authority (later subsumed into 
the Environment Agency) came out and 
suggested improvements to the brook as 
habitat, (“berms” and “riffles”). David Wilson 
Homes planted hedges, a few trees, and 
seeded a part of the field by the brook with 
wildflowers.

In 1989 David Wilson Estates wanted to 
transfer the land “as soon as possible” 
 . . . by 1993 we were warned it might be 5 or 
10 years . . . 

However “Little Gap Spinney” turned out 
to be an easier proposition. It was separate 
from the main development, and we were able 
to contact the representative of the owner 
(Vestey Estates) in 1989. He responded 
saying he believed “our idea had merits”. The 
wheels turned albeit slowly, the land passed to 
McAlpines, and in 1995 they made it over to 
Wootton Parish Council. Nettle Gap Spinney 
(we chose to revert to its older name) was 
officially opened in 1997.

Now we actually had something to do. 
Wootton Heritage Organisation had raised 
substantial funds for the pocket park, which 

Kissing gate leading to the field to the south.

Getting back to normal
Times are still uneasy and what counts as 
‘normal’ remains elusive. However the WHO 
is starting to do more of the things it’s always 
done and we now have a comprehensive 
programme in place for most of 2021-22. 
October saw our annual Quiz re-commence 
and in November the programme of speakers 
got underway with an interesting, illustrated, 
survey of some quirky elements in the 
County’s life over the last century. It was well 
attended.

The next event will be the WHO’s traditional 
‘Wassail Walk’ on Boxing Day. Walkers should 
meet at 10.30 in front of the Memorial Hall 
opposite the Church. It’s an opportunity to 
do a little remedial work after any excesses 
on the previous day with an organised walk 
in the village and its neighbouring areas. All 
are welcome for what is always as much a 
convivial social event as a strenuous exercise. 
Seasonal refreshments in the form of 
mulled wine and mince pies may be available 
circumstances permitting.

The WHO is a voluntary organisation set up with the intention of supporting the 
village community and its various institutions. It raises money to support community 
organisations and projects through a monthly programme of talks and events. New 
members and visitors are always welcome. Anyone interested in becoming a member 
[£3.00 per year which pays for six newsletters] can join at one of the monthly meetings or 
contact Catherine Driver on 01604 766963.

The programme for the first quarter 
of 2022
Wednesday 19th January
Horton Hall near Hackleton: Gone but not 
Forgotten

by Maureen Williams

Wednesday 16th February
The Leather and Shoe Trade in Northampton

by Ken Noakes

Wednesday 16th March
Wallis Simpson and the Abdication Crisis – 
the Year of Three Kings

by Roy Smart

Wednesday 20th April
Horton Menagerie

by Michael Brown

All meetings are in the Memorial Hall starting 
at 19.30. Entry is £3.00 for members, £3.50 
for non-members. All are welcome.

were matched by outside organisations, so 
we had several thousand pounds to get the 
pocket park established. Access was the first 
priority – as it stood, there wasn’t any. The 
Pocket Parks Officer of the County Council, 
who had been a great help all along, arranged 
for the building of a bridge so that you could 
get to the spinney from Thrupp Bridge [the 
Parish Council later acquired that patch of 
land formally] and a kissing gate leading to the 
field to the south, where the County Council 
granted a permissive path across their land 
from the Preston Deanery footpath to the 
spinney. People from the houses close by 
joined our group, and we had regular work 
parties. Volunteers constructed the main path 
through the wood. We did surveys and wrote 
a management plan; some woodland wild 
flowers were planted. A tree nursery was set 
up in the grounds of the new Preston Hedge’s 
Primary School, and children used the pocket 
park for field work. We anticipated acquisition 
of the next tranche of land and planted some 
trees outside the spinney, and children from 
Wootton Primary School helped to plant trees 
on the artificial badger sett. 

Time passed, people moved on, and activity 
dwindled. I am probably the last one of the 
original committee involved in any way. It’s 
really encouraging to see the Open Spaces 
Group now carrying things forward so 
positively.

Rachel Carter
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Wootton WI

Getting Back to Normal
We were delighted to be able to hold our 
Autunm Fayre in November after having 
to cancel last year. We had various stalls, 
including craft, tombola and books. Visitors 
were able to enjoy a ploughman’s lunch and 
soup. Thank you to all who came to support us 
– it was a successful and enjoyable event. 

Our monthly programme of events continued 
and in November we were pleased to welcome 
Gary Prescott. He is known as the Biking 
Birder because when on his travels he cycles 
everywhere, taking everything he needs on his 
bicycle. His aim was to spot as many different 
species of birds in his cycling across the 
UK and Peru, raising funds for a children’s 
cancer charity and the RSPB. His talk was a 
fascinating report of the people he met, the 
potential catastrophes he faced accompanied 
by wonderful pictures of Peru, including 
Machu Pichu.

We feel we are beginning to get back to 
normal after the pandemic. Members have 
enjoyed our organised walks and coffee 
mornings. We are also pleased that the 
luncheon club has now started meeting again 
and we making arrangements to set up our 
Wootton WI skittles group.

All our meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of the month (except August) 
in the Memorial Hall, Wootton. Doors open 
at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. In January we 
will welcome Julia Doherty to talk about 
walking the West Highland Way. In February 
we look forward to hearing from Keith 
Fossey, chairman of the Swaziland Schools 
Project charity and the work they do to 
support schools with hands-on projects. In 
March we will hear about the work of the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 
Visitors and new members are welcome.

If you would like more details of these 
meetings or anything else about our WI group, 
please get in touch. You can also find updates 
on our programme at 

https://www.facebook.com/WoottonWI

Christine Ansell Pat Faulkner 
Secretary President 
01604 874465 07704 124729

Late Friday afternoon on 19th November 
muted cheers were heard from drivers using 
the Newport Pagnell Road.

Why?
The road was devoid of restrictions and traffic 
was flowing smoothly.

The main storm drains have been replaced 
and the carriageway resurfaced. The footpath 
is open again and the only outstanding works 
are the re-instatement of John and Kathryn’s 
fence, gate and garden.

Stanley is still with us although full of 
stones. Hopefully this will be resolved in what 
Highways call ‘snagging’.

After nearly 11 months, will Stanley be missed? 
Will this be the final demise of Stanley?

Hopefully Kathryn & John will get closure in 
the near future

Stanley Update

Almost resolved BUT not quite

Lights & Cones 
– gone

Action 
– ceased

R.I.P. 
Stanley

Cllr Phil Larratt joins John Jenkins to survey what 
Stanley has left behind.
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Charity No: 1094845

Simpson Manor Memorial Garden
Sohrab Ghavami reports on progress at the Memorial Garden

I am very happy to report 
that after a short break the 
work on the Simpson Manor 
Memorial Garden has 
resumed. You may ask why 
the delay? The Parish 
Council decided to have the 
path edged in wood.

The delay in receiving the material caused the 
gap in the project but the aim now is to finish 
the work by end of second week in December.

In the meantime the trees have been cut, the 
benches and the bins have been ordered and 
their positions have been decided.

The monument is also on order for delivery in 
the  early part of the new year.

We apologise for any inconvenience that this 
delay may have caused.

Cllr Sohrab Ghavami
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Community Carol Service
Christmas Eve, 6.00pm, look for details
There will be a carol service for the whole 
community with a band provided by the Parish 
Council. Look out for details then join us to 
enjoy your favourite carols. All welcome.

Christmas Morning Communion
10.30am, St George’s Church 
Join us for a celebration of the reason for the 
season. Bring visiting family and friends!

And finally... 
Christian faith proclaims God’s love, embodied 
in Jesus, is at the heart of Christmas. I pray 
that, whether or not you have religious faith, 
you will experience light and hope over the 
coming days and weeks.

Rev Lakshmi Jeffreys    
St George the Martyr Church, Wootton

07960 264196 
woottonvicar@talktalk.net 
www.stgeorgeschurch.org.uk

 Welcome to St George’s Welcome to St George’s

The light shines in the darkness...
You might recognise these words from the beginning of the Gospel of John, read at countless 
Christmas services every year.

There has been a lot of darkness this year – pandemic, climate change, price increases, personal 
sadness. That said, it is important to recognise the signs of light and hope. 

You might remember the poppies around 
the village and in the churchyard for 
Remembrance Sunday. These beautiful 
symbols reminded us of the sacrifices made 
by those who gave the lives in war and their 
loved ones. At the same time, they pointed to 
the resulting light and hope we now enjoy.

The season of Advent (weeks leading to 
Christmas) and, of course, the Christmas 
story are characterised by light and hope in the 
person of Jesus Christ. Whatever your beliefs, 
perhaps you can consider what has lit up your 
life and offered hope to your heart. 

Over the coming weeks, St George’s Church, 
along with various groups in the community, 
will offer opportunities to focus on light and 
hope.

Advent Trail
11th and 12th December 
Download a map and a quiz sheet from the 
church website. Follow the map to find scenes 
of the Christmas story. This year, stars will 
mark your route. 

12th December at 5.00pm, lighting the crib 
and singing carols at St George’s Church will 
mark the end of the trail. All are welcome.

Blue Christmas
19th December, 3.00pm 
St George’s Church
For different reasons, many 
people dread Christmas. If 
a loved one has died or you 
are unable to spend time 
with family and friends as 

you would wish or you simply feel lonely, you 
are welcome to join our service. There will be 
opportunity to be honest about how you feel 
and perhaps to discover light and hope in your 
situation. 

See the church website for details or contact 
me.

Beer & Carols
21st December, 6.00pm 
Yeoman of England
Exactly as described, although beer covers all 
beverages!

Wootton Barracks
Keith Perryman 
reflects on his time 
at the Wootton 
Barracks from 
1954 - 1955

The article by Cllr Ghavami in Wootton 
Parish Mag, September 2021, referring to the 
Simpson Manor Memorial Garden caught my 
interest. In November 1953 I was conscripted 
into the Essex Regiment (Infantry) for two 
years National Service. After basic training 
I eventually found myself transferred with 
others into the Northampton Regiment. There 
followed a short period of soldiering in exotic 
Hong Kong, before I was medically down-
graded and returned to England by troop ship. 
As a result I was posted to Quebec Barracks 
at Wootton, there to complete my remaining 
year’s service.

I had never been to Northampton. The fateful 
day came on Monday 18th October 1954 
when, as a 19 years old I arrived alone at the 
training depot; shouldering a large kit bag. At 
the barrack orderly room my arrival had not 
been expected; it seemed I was a one-off 
supernumerary with no obvious function. 
What to do with me? I peered nervously into 
the guard room from which there came loud 
and angry shouting. After an initially awkward 
explanation on my part, I was accepted as a 
new member of the camps holding staff.

In the weeks ands months following I was 
put to a variety of menial task, including 
gardening, drain and latrine cleaning, 
wall scrubbing, coal fatigues and other 
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Royal Lincolnshire Regiment followed to form 
the 2nd. East Anglian Regiment. Confused? - 
then let’s return to Quebec Barracks .....

By 1960 the Northamptonshire’s had vacated 
their training depot at Wootton and the Royal 
Pioneer Corps moved in. The names of the 
barracks was changed to Simpson Barracks, in 
honour of the former commander, General Sir 
Frank Simpson.

Simpson Barracks was finally vacated in 
October, 1993, and demolition of the buildings 
took place with due ceremony in September, 
1997.

Both Quebec and Simpson, encompassing 
the many personnel who served, deserve equal 
respect and commemoration. I look forward to 
visiting the completed Memorial Garden which 
I believe will be a testimony to all the soldiers, 
Regular and Nation Servicemen, who upheld 
the honour of this nation.

In my imagination, a bugler will sound the Last 
Post, epitomising the dedication and pride of 
army personnel past and present.

Ex-Private Keith Perryman

unglamorous daily jobs. Such were the 
indignities heaped upon this lowly private.

There followed a desultory period as a clerk in 
the company office until one day I was ordered 
to report to the Officers Mess where, dressed 
for the part I instantly became a waiter. 
Bemused, I was put through my paces by 
another waiter, who explained my duties – how 
to lay tables, clean the silver etc. My ensuing 
experiences there, at Quebec Barracks, would 
fill a book, so I desist here from elaborating

My new occupation, though not salubrious, 
became tolerable, with long hours and 
sometimes demanding duty. I remained in that 
employment until my demob in November 
1955. I was a civilian once more. In my farewell 
to Quebec I had no regrets, no hard feelings 
against what had simply been part of my 
destiny, a period which pre-dated the rest of 
my life, residing and working in Northampton 
bringing up a family. Even today in old age, 
I retain an affinity with the name Quebec 
Barracks, with memories of camaraderie 
overcoming difficulties or adversity. “They also 
serve . . .”

Now for some military history . . .
The name Quebec was chosen for the 
barracks in recognition of the Battle of 
Quebec in 1759. The fore-runners of the 
Northamptonshire Regiment were the 48th. 
Foot (formed 1741) and the 58th Foot (formed 
1755). Both of them fought under General 
Wolfe’s command, defeating the French 
forces. Thus was continued the expansion 
of Empire and the adoption of the English 
language in North America and Canada.

The 48th and the 58th combined in 1881, 
to form the Northamptonshire Regiment, 
retaining that title until 1st January, 1960. 
(Both this regiment and the Royal Lincolnshire 
Regiment became known as the Duchess of 
Gloucester’s Own). Amalgamation with the 

ALBION
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Santa comes to Wootton

Santa will be visiting Wootton Parish again 
this Christmas with the Rotary Club of 
Northampton Becket, bringing Santa on his 
sleigh to Wootton on two separate evenings.

Monday 13th December
Santa will start at the Wootton Community 
Centre at 5.30 pm for half an hour before 
heading off for stops at Hocknell Close, 
Crossbrooks, Breezehill, Balland Way and 
Harris Close.

Tuesday 21st December from 5 pm
For the first time this year, Rotary Becket will 
also be taking the sleigh to the edge of the 
Parish – along the Newport Pagnell Road - to 
roads off Poppyfield Road and Lady Hollow 
Drive.

The sleigh will be equipped with a tracker 
and cash and contactless donations will be 
gratefully accepted

The Rotary Club will be handing out sweets 
to children and collecting donations for their 
charity fund which supports various good 
causes around Northampton. During the 
lockdown Rotary Becket purchased more than 
£20,000 worth of food for the local food 
banks. They continue to support Prince’s 
Trust, Young Carers and many others.

More details of the timings and stops 
together with how to donate can be found at 
the website

www.rotarybecket.org.uk or follow @
rotarybecket on Facebook or Twitter.

Club of Northampton Becket

Club of Northampton Becket

Cynthia Spencer Hospice Charity are so 
pleased to have been chosen this year as a 
beneficiary for the Wootton Parish Council 
Fireworks display alongside the local Scouts. 
We are thrilled with the money raised and will 
put the £1200+ to good use.

We need to raise £4000 a day to keep our 
hospice service open and supporting your 
community. After a difficult couple of years it 
is great to get back out in the community and 
join you for fantastic fund-raising events like 
this. Every penny really does count!

Your money will help pay for our memory 
boxes that go out to over 200 young people 
a year to help support them through the 
difficult process of loosing a loved one in our 
care.

The atmosphere was amazing on the night and 
it was an incredible display. A huge thankyou 
to Wootton Parish council for making all this 
possible and for inviting us to come and speak 
to you all on the night.

If you fancy doing some fundraising for 
the hospice then please get in touch by 
emailing: 
community@cynthiaspencer.co.uk

If you came to watch the firework display on 
the Rec. on 7th November, you were hopefully 
encouraged to make a charitable donation as 
you arrived. The young people collecting were 
all from 1st Wootton Scouts, volunteering to 
collect funds for Cynthia Spencer hospice and 
our Scout Group.

1st Wootton also lent the event radios used 
to keep the organising teams in contact with 
each other – these were paid for out of the 
donation received from the same event two 
years ago – and ensured that any lost children 
were re-united with their families (thankfully 
we had a quieter night than in 2019).

In total, the event raised about £2500 evenly 
split between the two charities. Our share will 
be used to buy much needed tents and other 
camping equipment that is likely to be used by 
all of the ~100 6-13 year old young people in 
the Group. In particular, we want to buy more 
tents that are light enough for Scouts to carry 
on expeditions, but strong enough to survive 
being taken by Scouts on expeditions!

Thanks to all the Scouts and leaders for your 
continued support and also to everyone who 
donated.

Ian Wild 
Chairman 
1st Wootton Scout Group

1st Wootton

Thank You, Wootton
Wootton Parish Council would like to thank everyone at the Fireworks Dispay 
who generously donated funds for our two designated worthy causes.

Council of the Year 2020
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Wootton 
Pre-School Playgroup

Help us while you shop!

How exciting! we have been chosen by the Co-op 
community fund as one of their local causes!

Any money we receive will mean so much to 
our children and we aim to re-vamp our outside 
gardening space and give our inside home corner 
some new play equipment.

Please support us! If you are a member of the Co-
op and have a blue card then simply visit https://
membership.coop.co.uk/causes/55499 and you 
can read all about us and select us as your local 
charity.

In other news we are now settled into 
term 2 and it is so lovely to be able to do 
some of our favourite activities again.

Our music sessions are back, where 
parents / carers are welcomed to 
listen to our children ‘play’ (!) their 
instruments and join in with our 
singing.

Stay and Play week returns and we 
would love parents / carers to stay for 
a while at playgroup with their children 
and really see what they get up to! This 
is a great opportunity to have a chat 
with our staff members too.

We have already started 
enthusiastically practicing for our 
Christmas Show which will be held on 
December 10th. And we are looking 
forward to being able to serve mulled 
wine and a warm mince pie after the 
children’s fabulous performance. We 
have some lovely raffle prizes too.

But the children are most excited about 
the return of our Christmas party, 
which is on Friday 17th December. 
Royston, our lovely magician, is coming 
back to amaze them after 2 years away 
and we can’t wait to see him again!

All the details about our events are in 
our regular parent’s newsletter and can 
also be found on our website: 
www.woottonplaygroup.co.uk

You can contact us:

Telephone: 07840 822476

Email: woottonplaygroup@btconnect.com

Message us via Facebook: 
Wootton Pre-School Playgroup 
@preschoolwootton

jobs.northamptongeneral.nhs.uk 

Ever thought of 
giving something 

back to the 

Then apply to Volunteer today 

? 
To view all current opportunities; Follow the Link below or scan the QR Code 

01604 523159 NGH-tr.volunteer.services@nhs.net 0



December 2021  WOOTTON PARISH MAG35WOOTTON PARISH MAG December 202134

The Little 
Odd Job Co.

Call John Today

07970 801248
References available

Tired of wanting to get jobs done around 
the home?

Book us now to work through your jobs, 
big or small. 

Painting and decorating 
Maintenance 
Plumbing
Electrical
External decoration
Bathrooms 
Kitchens 
Shower rooms

We will not be beaten on price - call us 
today for advice and a free quotation!

Covid-19 
Secure

Insured: 
Public Liability

l A variety of rooms suitable for 
16 to 200 people

l Catering options provided by our 
on site Coffee Shop

The perfect space for every occasion

Wootton 
Community 

Centre

looking for a fantastic space to hold regular clubs or classes? 
Or a quiet venue for meetings and training courses?

Wootton Community Centre 
can cater for every occasion.

l Free onsite parking

l Advertising on our Website and 
Social Media Pages

Email bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk for further details
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 Chris Carroll 
Painter & Decorator 

 
City & Guilds Advanced Craft 

 
Free estimates 

 

 
 

Over forty years of 
experience 

 
07796003935 
01604 845548 

The new nursery
will be based
next to the
Reception Class 
in the school
building

Martins Lane, Hardingstone
Northampton, NN4 6DJ
hardingstone.emat.uk

neApply now!
01604 761250
office@hardingstone.emat.uk

Hot lunch
options freshly
prepared 
on site

Opportunities 
to spend time
with reception
teachers and
children 

Our forest 
school gives
children space 
to learn 
and grow

NEW NURSERY
at Hardingstone Academy
opening in January 2022

Session times 
8:30-11:30 &
12:30-3:30 15 & 30

hour places 
available

Teacher-led
learning and use
of school facilities
including the
library and open
spaces 

Contact details
Company / Group:

Title:

First Name:

Last Name:

Telephone:

Mobile:

Address:

Postcode:

Email:

Preferred method(s) of contact:

 Telephone

 Email

 Post

Applicaton Type

 Commercial Advertising 

 1/4 page – £40 + VAT / issue

 1/2 page – £70 + VAT / issue

 Full page – £120 + VAT / issue

 Back page (colour gloss) 
£500 + VAT / issue

Confirmation for Commercial Advertising 

 I have read and accepted the terms & 
conditions for advertising in Wootton 
Mag

 Payment will be paid by BACs with this 
application for advertising

 Artwork has been forwarded to the 
following email address: 
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
in accordance with the technical data 
and terms & conditions.

Payment Terms
All payments to be made by BACs payment 
upon receipt of invoice.

 Community Group Article 
(non-commercial)

 I have read and accepted the terms & 
conditions for featuring in Wootton 
Mag

 Artwork has been forwarded to the 
following email address: 
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
in accordance with the technical data 
and terms & conditions.

Application Form
Please complete this form when submitting 
community articles or commercial adverts.

Technical data overleaf. 

Please return completed application form 
to:

Wootton Community & Sports Centre 
Curtlee Hill, Wootton, 
Northampton NN4 6ED

Invoice / payment queries: 
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Advertising / editorial queries: 
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

WOOTTONMAGPA R I S H
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Technical Data
Please follow these guidelines when 
providing your material for inclusion in 
Wootton Mag

Commercial Advertisements
Artwork to be provided full-size

Preferred format:

High resolution PDF or EPS 
Embedded images at least 300dpi

All fonts embedded or converted to outlines

Alternative format:

High resolution bitmap (TIF, JPG or PNG) 
At least 300dpi

Mechanical data
Trim 

(mm)
Type 
(mm)

Bleed 
(mm)

¼-page 64 x 93 - -

½-page 
132 x 93 - -

½-page 
 

64 x 190 - -

Full-page 132 x 190 - -

Back 
cover

148 x 210 132 x 194 154 x 216

Company/Community Group Logos
Preferred format:

EPS (vector-based) 
All fonts embedded or converted to outlines

Alternative format:

High resolution bitmap (PSD, TIF, JPG or 
PNG). At least 300dpi (at reproduction size)

We are here to help
Following these guidelines will help ensure successful reproduction of all supplied 
material.

For further information regarding the supply of digital material, please contact:

Wootton Parish Council 
Tel: 01604 705055 
Email: bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Community Group Articles
Text

To be supplied as MS Word document or 
text only file or email text.

The word count for reports from community 
groups is a maximum of 500 words or 250 
words if an image is supplied.

Photographic images

High resolution bitmap (PSD, TIF, JPG)

At least 300dpi (at reproduction size)

Other illustrations / graphics / logos

Preferred format:

EPS (vector-based) 
All fonts embedded or converted to outlines

Alternative format:

High resolution bitmap (PSD, TIF, JPG or 
PNG). At least 300dpi (at reproduction size)

WOOTTONMAGPA R I S H

If you are an independent trader and would like attend our Produce Market, 
please contact us on bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Wootton’s 
Produce Market
Every Saturday 9am to 2pm

Wootton Community Centre 
Curtlee Hill, Wootton, NN4 6ED 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetables, eggs, 
bread, pastries, sausages and more. 

Free parking 
Card and cash payments

Support our local, 
independent traders



Club of Northampton Becket

Santa and his sleigh will 
be visiting Wootton
13th December 5.30pm
Starting from Wootton 
Community Centre with his 

special helpers from Rotary, 

Santo will make “Sleigh 

Stops” around the parish 

collecting money for local 

good causes.


