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to Live, Work and Play
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Hello and welcome

In this issue

to the first edition of Wootton Mag.
Following the Link magazine closing earlier this year
Wootton Parish Council decided to produce it’s own
magazine to enable messages from all the parish to be
communicated.
The magazine covers all sorts of different topics
and we are very pleased that many local groups and
organisations have participated in this first issue. So
long as the magazine is well received the Parish Council
will produce a quarterly edition.

Santa and his sleigh will be visiting Wootton
14th December 5.30pm - 7.30pm
Subject to COVID Regulations

He will arrive with his sleigh and special helpers from Rotary
stopping at “Sleigh Stops” collecting money for local good causes.

All community groups and organisations that are not
commercial will be able to feature free of charge and
we would love to see members of our parish contribute.
Commercial advertisements are also welcomed and as
you can see from this first edition we already have some
adverts towards the back of the magazine. If you wish to
advertise in the next edition please complete the form
at the back of the Mag and contact the Parish Council
office.

A very welcoming
and social group

4

Light Up Wootton
For Christmas
Let’s make Wootton the
brightest village around
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Preston Hedge’s
Primary School
A school founded on
‘Fun, Creativity & Achievement’
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Neighbourhood Policing
Staying safe with Nick Paul
and his team
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Inside the County Council

We hope you enjoy this first edition . . .

with Elizabeth Bowen

Tina Charteress
Clerk to Wootton Parish Council
01604 705055
clerk@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Don’t Waste your Waste
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In the UK we waste over 11 million
tonnes of food each year
18

He will be making a special stop at
Wootton Community Centre.

Welcome to St George’s
Rev Lakshmi Jeffreys

Wootton Mag does not accept any responsibility for errors
and omissions in this publication, or for the accuracy of
claims made by advertisers. Views expressed by contributors
are their own and are not necessarily shared by the
publishers. This publication has no political bias.

Club of Northampton Becket
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Keep an eye on the Parish Council Website
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Wootton Seniors Club
For ten years Wootton Seniors have met every Wednesday afternoon
either at Wootton Community Centre, Curtlee Hill or out on a trip.
Our membership is open to any parishioner
from Wootton, Wootton Fields, Simpson
Manor and St. Georges Fields. At present
we have 80 members, aged from early 60’s
to 90’s. We pay a weekly sub of £2 towards
tea and cakes and hall hire and a small annual
membership fee.

choir, with whom we have close bonds. Raffles
are popular where we raise money for a good
cause or fir club funds.
Over the years we have enjoyed speakers on a
wealth of subjects and also four coach trips to
Sheringham, Bletchley Park, steam railways,
the Cotswalds, stately homes and gardens,
Christmas markets, Houses of Parliament and
many more.

The club was set up as a safe, friendly place
to meet others and perhaps try a new activity.
Our weekly program is planned six months
in advance by a voluntary committee and
distributed to all members.

Since early March 2020 we have not been
able to meet but we have an email and Buddy
system to keep members up to date with any
news. Recently we were fortunate to book
a Tai chi instructor who put us through our
paces at Wootton Rec and hope to continue
inside when our Community Centre is ready.

A taste of what you may find at the club is:
quizzes with our resident quiz master, chair
yoga, keep fit, music, craft afternoons, an art
group, Beetle drive and a bridge group with
teaching if required. We also have use of a
pool table in the bar area.

New members are always very welcome.
Phone the club chairperson:

We have a tradition of sharing meals at
Christmas and for St. Georges Day, when we
also enjoy listening to Wootton Primary school

Jean Penny on 01604 762323

Wootton &
Hardingstone
Girlguiding

Wootton WI

Despite the challenges of this year, Girl Guiding
in the Wootton & Hardingstone District
continues to thrive. We currently have 122 girls
across seven Units (2 Rainbows, 3 Brownies and
2 Guides). We have a dedicated and experienced
team of 28 volunteer Guiders and Young Leaders
who help all our young members to develop their
potential, try new things, help other people and
discover their passions and talents. All while
having fun with a ready-made group of friends!
Our programme is always being updated and
adapted so it’s relevant to our girls today. It’s
designed and created with the girls, is packed
full of fun, adventure and variety and helps
support girls to broaden their horizons, challenge
themselves and be the best they can be; whether
it’s Aviation, Backwoods cooking, Blogging,
Mindfulness, Confectionery, Languages or
Geocaching; there’s something for everyone.
For further information or to register your
daughter, please refer to the Girl Guiding website.
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/
If you are interested in volunteering to support
your local Guiding Units please contact your local
District Commissioners.
Sarah Goode
Tel: 709071
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Ann Johnson
Tel: 07890 938488
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In April Wootton WI should have celebrated
its 102nd birthday in the Memorial Hall,
where our 42 members usually meet on
the second Wednesday of each month
(except August) at 7.30pm. Sadly, our
last meeting was in March, just before
the first Covid-19 lockdown, and no group
meetings are planned there for the rest of
2020. Similarly, our many extra social and
fundraising activities have been curtailed,
but we have made the most of things and
along with everyone else hope that life will
get back to normal very soon.
Zoom came to the rescue for many of our
members, with virtual committee meetings,
book groups, etc. and we held our first
ever Zoom AGM in October. Following a
members’ survey we decided to trial virtual
monthly meetings, with a Christmas Quiz
on 9 December and with a speaker on 13
January, when Ginny Davis will be talking
about her change in career from being a
barrister to a full-time writer and performer
and performing at the Edinburgh Fringe.
If anyone would like more details of these
virtual meetings or anything else about our
WI group, please get in touch with Pat or
myself. We would love to hear from you!
Stay safe
Judith
Judith Lee
Secretary
01604 761553

Pat Faulkner
President
07704 124729
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LIGHT UP
WOOTTON
FOR CHRISTMAS

Our reading volunteers are going to be desperately needed due to
Coronavirus. Thousands of children won’t have had enough reading
practice during lockdown. In a normal year, one in four children leave
primary school unable to read well. Most children will have missed a term
of school, so the reading gap is now wider. Children who struggle with
reading are more likely to live in poverty and be unemployed as adults.
Schoolreaders needs more volunteers in your local area to support
children’s reading and prevent them falling further behind. If you want
to make a difference to a child’s life, apply to become a Schoolreader. No
qualifications are needed; just a love of reading and some spare time each
week. The process to become a Schoolreader takes a few weeks, so please
apply now so you can be ready to start as soon as it can be arranged.

I want to thank you so much for taking the
trouble to get involved with my little project.

So I created the Facebook page back in early
October and within days we had almost
400 members. Someone suggested the
1st December as ‘the big switch on’ and we
decided 7pm would be a good time to enable
those who work to participate. It is not a
competition but I have heard of whole streets
getting together to have the biggest and
brightest displays.

I was diagnosed with a serious illness in July
2019 which ultimately led to kidney removal
surgery, I have basically been housebound
since. I was just ready to think about going
back to work when the first lockdown
happened so I have been shut away for almost
16 months.
Everyday, both in the national press and on
social media I would see and hear how corona
and this lockdown was impacting our daily
lives.
As someone who was in the high risk category,
I was grateful for the support that was
available not only from friends and neighbours
but also strangers in the wider community. I
also recognised just how fed up and miserable
everyone was getting. I thought about the
morale boosting claps for carers on a Thursday
on our doorsteps and the rainbows in the
windows for the NHS and I thought to myself
let’s bring that community spirit back and do
something that will hopefully cheer us all up,
and who knows we could end up being the
brightest village in Northamptonshire.

To join us, please visit the website:

www.schoolreaders.org/volunteer-application-form
or call 01234 924111 for further information
Reg Charity: 1159157

WOOTTON MAG
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Debs Kay

This is a campaign that the Parish Council
is supporting but has been set up by the
wonderful Debs Kay.

Council of the Year 2020
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Wootton Heritage Organisation
Thank you to Wootton Parish Council for
inviting us to be included in the first edition of
this fantastic magazine. For any new residents
of Wootton, I’d like to say hello and welcome
to the area, and I also welcome the opportunity
to (re-)introduce me and the school.

to provide teaching to students who are selfisolating or shielding, and I am immensely
proud of our students who have continued to
showcase their resilience in these challenging
times that we are having to get used to calling
our new normal.

My name is David James, and I am Principal of
Caroline Chisholm School, the first purpose
built state all-through school in the UK, based
in Wootton. We cater to pupils ages 4-19,
which gives us the privilege of seeing our
students grow and thrive through their most
formative years.

In the coming months, we will be holding
virtual open events for both our Reception
and Sixth Form intakes and I would encourage
you to take the opportunity to take a look at
our website to discover the wonderful things
happening on your doorstep!

Community cohesion plays a large part in
our school ethos and principles, and we
understand the importance of working
together with parents and carers of our
students, and the wider residents of our
community in our endeavour for excellence in
our school. We are also proud of the strong
links we have forged in our community,
including with the local authority and
Northamptonshire Police and work hard to
keep the channels of communication open.

Regards,

David James
Principal

Along with many others in the community and,
indeed, around the world, COVID-19 has had
a large impact on school life. We have worked
tirelessly to serve our school community and
have put in place robust safety measures to
ensure students and staff remain as protected
as possible. A digital approach to learning has
played a huge part in allowing us to continue
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Where to find us:
www.ccs.northants.sch.uk
Facebook: CarolineChisholmSchool
The Wooldale Centre for Learning,
Wootton Fields, Northampton, NN4 6TP
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The Wootton Heritage Organisation, or
WHO as it’s more usually known, has
been a proactive and enthusiastic feature
of community life in Wootton since its
foundation in 1987 with the intention of
raising funds for the restoration of St
George’s Church tower. Of course the village
has expanded considerably from the relatively
small and self-contained community it was in
the 1980s and with it the WHO has extended
its range of activities and charitable support. It
continues to donate to St George’s and offers
significant support to the Memorial Hall and
smaller amounts to community organisations
such as the Scouts and Guides and other local
voluntary groups.

walks. We did this successfully in midsummer when a group of over twenty, suitably
distanced, made it to Collingtree and back
in time for restorative refreshments, also
suitably distanced, at the Yeoman. We hope to
be able to emulate this if restrictions are eased
with our popular annual Wassail Walk on
Saturday December 26th. Prospective walkers
should meet as usual outside the Memorial
Hall at 1030 but alas the customary mulled
wine and mince pies will be conspicuous by
their absence given restrictions in place at the
Hall.
Hopefully restrictions will ease sufficiently
for us to implement a significant programme
in 2021. Monthly meetings would follow the
usual practice of taking place on the 3rd
Thursday of the month at the Memorial Hall
[opposite the Church], normally with a 1930
start, cost £2.50 for members, £3.00 for
visitors including refreshments and nonmembers are very welcome. Membership is
available for a small annual fee of £3.00 that
gives access to the bi-monthly Newsletter and
the right to participate in the running of the
organisation by voting for or joining the WHO
committee.

This year WHO’s planned programme has
been decimated by the virus which has made
group activities, at best, extremely difficult but
in most cases impossible. The centre-piece
of our fund raising has traditionally been the
annual May Festival which commemorates
the Crow Feast, a historic part of village life.
The festival is held at Wootton primary school
and involves traditional Maypole Dancing by
children from the school. Held on the first
Sunday in May it offers stalls, refreshments
and a range of entertainment and has always
been well supported by the community. This
year it had to be cancelled along with the
popular annual Quiz and a number of talks
scheduled to be held in the Memorial Hall.

If conditions allow a 2021 programme will be
made publicly available as soon as it can be
organised. We very much hope this might
happen sooner rather than later and that
anyone interested will get involved with the
meetings and activities.

However the WHO is nothing if not resilient
and we have managed to circumvent the
various restrictions in maintaining our group
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Woottonho1988@outlook.com
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A Welcome from
Preston Hedge’s Primary School!
A school founded on ‘Fun, Creativity & Achievement’
Even though it is the strangest of times for
all of us at the moment, we have been keen to
make sure that school is as normal as possible
for our children – especially since most year
groups missed a few months during the first
lockdown.
Since we reopened in September, our culture
of ‘Fun, Creativity and Achievement’ has
continued to underpin everything that we do,
and we have ensured that our children have a
normal school experience with all the learning,
enjoyment and creative experiences that are
part and parcel of that! So far this year, as
part of our creative curriculum, our children
have enjoyed Superhero days, taken virtual
trips around Europe, found out what it’s like
to be in an earthquake zone, created their
own metropolis, explored the World Wars
(which gave real meaning to Remembrance)
and learned about Vietnam and the Peace
Movement!

Channel 5’s and 5star’s hit cleaning show is looking for people across the UK who are in
need of some professional help keeping their homes clean and tidy.
Filming in December this year until February 2021, this series sees expert cleaners clean
each home in just four days and then gives each of our participants tips to keep their home
clean for good. For more information, please email cleaning@flyingsaucertv.com or call
0161 518 0335.
WOOTTON MAG
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that our traditional Reception Nativity, and
our Y5/6 Christmas production of Scrooge
will still go ahead even though we can’t do
‘live’ performances…… Hollywood is coming to
Preston Hedge’s (well, Mr Ayres’ is filming it,
which is our version of Hollywood!) Santa has
also kindly agreed to take time out of his busy
schedule to have a virtual visit with our KS1
children!

One of the highlights of this academic year
so far is the introduction of our new role
play ‘village’ for our Reception children. The
‘village’ has its own campsite (including a
caravan and camp fire area!), a beach area
and an ice cream van, alongside a selection
of shops. Our village has been themed up as
an ‘Under the Sea’ village, and also as a Pirate
town already this year, and our Reception
children are loving immersing themselves in
both the real and imaginative worlds that the
village creates.

This year might have been a little different, but
our children will definitely have a wonderful,
celebratory end to the year!
If you’re interested in joining our school and
would like to know more, please have a look at
our website & social media pages!
http://parklands.northants.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/PHPSschool

As we look forward to Christmas - which is a
really special time for a primary school - we are
having to be a bit creative. In order to ensure
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https://www.facebook.com/
prestonhedgesprimary/
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Update on Covid19

Neighbourhood
Policing

from Director of Public Health Northamptonshire County Council
Dear Residents,
I am writing to you directly, as we enter
the winter period, to inform you of the
current situation relating to Coronavirus in
Northamptonshire and specifically the areas
in which you live. I’m also hoping to share
some key tips to help you and your families
stay safe during the winter period and how to
access support if you need to self-isolate, if
you become unwell, or if you require help with
shopping, medication or loneliness.

The introduction of recent national lockdown
guidance will help us to reduce community
transmission of the virus. Community
transmission is where the virus spreads in
households with people mixing in indoor
spaces in particular. We would recommend
that where anyone enters your home, or you
theirs, for example for childcare purposes,
that everyone wears a face covering, maintains
a two metre social distance, and keeps
interactions as short as possible. Continue
to wash your hands regularly and clean any
surfaces or contact points such as door
handles, cupboard handles and taps.

We are currently seeing the largest rise in
cases in Northamptonshire since the first
national lockdown. Positive cases range across
all age groups, but significantly are largest
in the age groups from 10 to 59. We know
that these age groups are amongst the most
sociable, go to school, university or work, and
may be involved in the care of others, children
and/or older people.

If you have any concerns about whether
you may have COVID19, how to get a test,
how to get more support for someone
who is vulnerable or the current guidance
and what you can and cannot do, visit the
County Council website. https://www.
northamptonshire.gov.uk/coronavirusupdates/Pages/default.aspx

Worryingly, we are also seeing a rise in cases
amongst those aged over 60. This age group
is the group that are most likely to become
severely unwell should they get Coronavirus,
they may need to stay in hospital and sadly, as
we are starting to see once again, more of this
age group are likely to die from the virus.

We all need to work hard to ensure that case
numbers reduce in our local area, to ensure
that we keep the people we love safe, and so
that we can return to a more normal way of
living as soon as possible when the national
measures come to an end. We are all in this
together and all of our actions contribute to
the outcomes we face. Let’s continue to work
together, to wash our hands regularly, to wear
our face coverings and to keep two metres
from others.

Transmission can easily spread within families,
especially where children and parents mix
with grandparents and particularly in indoor
settings. Whilst we recognise the importance
of social interaction, we would recommend
that if you have to work with or care for
someone who is older or more vulnerable, or
if you ordinarily mix with grandparents, that
you consider reducing your social contacts
elsewhere, or move your interactions with
those older, more vulnerable contacts to an
online format where possible during the winter
period.

WOOTTON MAG

Lucy Wightman
Director of Public Health
Northamptonshire County Council
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Your Neighbourhood Policing Team
Sergeant Nick Paul
Constable Ismail Nawaz

PCSO Andy Wood retired in May, following 13
years’ service to Northamptonshire Police.
We continue to be a visible presence around
the Nene Valley and East Hunsbury Wards,
unfortunately Covid has limited our opportunity to
engage with the community to feel integrated and
understand the issues you face, that said we held
a successful cycle marking event in September,
marking 50 bikes that are now registered with
Bike Register.
PCSO’s Becky Evans and
Lucy Hopper Hall, have
contacted every Primary
School within Wootton
Parish, with the opportunity
to present the popular Blue
Butterfly talks to Year 4
pupils, Bertie is a symbol of trust for the children
to understand and has been presented to primary
schools in Northamptonshire for the past seven
years.
We are always keen to hear what your priorities
are for us, please complete a brief survey at:
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
NorthamptonshireLocallyIdentifiedPriorities

Nick Paul
Neighbourhood Policing Team Northampton
nick.paul@northants.pnn.police.uk

December 2020

Telephone: 999 in an emergency, for
non-urgent matters you can call 101.
To avoid waiting on the telephone, we
recommend making use of our online
system, it’s quick and easy, and has
lots of useful advice which may answer
your query, you can report online in the
following ways:
Crimes and Incidents
www.northants.police.uk – click the
Report button.

Police Community Support Officer’s
Becky Evans and Lucy Hopper Hall.

Any issues please do not hesitate to contact me.

December 2020

How to contact the police
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Give Information
www.northants.police.uk – follow the
link to Report Suspicious Behaviour
Or Anonymously at:
www.crimestoppers-uk.org
or by telephone 0800 555 111.
To submit Dashcam footage
www.northants.police.uk – follow the
link to Submit Dashcam Footage
For Thanks and Complaints
www.northants.police.uk – follow the
link to Feedback
northamptonpolice
NptonPolice
You can email us at:
NeighbourhoodTeamNorthampton@
northants.pnn.police.uk, however
this is not an appropriate method to
report crimes and incidents as it is not
monitored 24/7.
Please sign up for Neighbourhood
Alert, this is a system we use with
Neighbourhood Watch to share crime
prevention advice and appeal for
information:
www.northants.police.uk – follow
the Advice and Information link to
Neighbourhood Alert.
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Inside the County Council
with Elizabeth Bowen
learn from the mistakes of the past to
ensure a brighter future. We’ve balanced
the books, turned things around and been
at the forefront of the local response to
COVID-19. I’ve been proud to be part of this
transformation team as Deputy Leader.
On the 2nd November our children’s
department moved into a Trust. We support
over 1000 of the most vulnerable children in
the county and for many years, the regulatory
bodies have reported on the need for
significant improvement. And we have done
just that, though we must not rest there, as
we move forward into a Unitary Council. The
road to recovery has already moved at pace,
but this is a notoriously difficult if not THE
most difficult demand led service to manage.
By moving into the trust (which is still within
authority remit) it allows the 2 Unitary
authorities to settle, whilst ensuring that some
of the most vulnerable children under our care,
have the best possible start in life.

Hello everyone,
There has been so much going on over the last
few years it is difficult to know where to start;
but at the top of all our minds is the two Covid
lockdowns, which have markedly changed
all our lives. I wish to convey my deepest
sympathy for those who have lost loved ones
during this pandemic.

From April 2021, Wootton will become part
of a newly formed West Unitary Authority.
This means the Borough of Northampton,
the Districts of South Northamptonshire
and Daventry and just over half of our
County Council will merge. I have often
been frustrated by the existing structures of
local government and many residents have
complained to me that they do not know
who to go to for what. This merging of tiers
will ensure a more streamlined service, with
clear lines of communication and greater
accountability. More details will follow on this
soon.

As some of you will be aware, I was elected
in May 2017 and from the start of my tenure
at the county authority, we have been on a
road to transformation ...the like of which has
never been seen in local government. I love my
constituency area of the Nene Valley and the
best bit for me is meeting you as residents.
You have really helped me to keep motivated
and enthused about my extremely challenging
work.
You will all know that Northamptonshire
County Council has had historical financial
challenges. I’m pleased to say that with
government intervention, a new team was
put in place, and we have worked hard to
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Your Parish Council has been a huge support
to you all and to me. I am in awe of what they
do for you in the community. The recent
award is a real testament to their dedication
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Starship Delivery Robots

and something to be celebrated. I would urge
you all to support your Parish Council in their
mammoth task. And equally to engage with
your local authority when consultations take
place. You can have a direct impact on how
your local government is managed.

Northamptonshire Trial

POSTAL VOTING is to be encouraged for our
May election next year . . . look at the results in
America! I would strongly urge you to register
for this by contacting the Borough Council. It
is the most safe and socially distanced way in
which you can participate in democracy.
I am excited to introduce you to a very positive
project that I am leading:
“Chester House Estate” and will provide you
with more details of this archeological heritage
site over the coming months. You will find
some snippets on my Facebook page and
LinkedIn.

Starship is the world’s leading on-demand
neighbourhood delivery service that utilises
autonomous robotic technology.
It has been successfully operating for
two years in Milton Keynes and have now
identified Northampton as the ideal place to
launch their second UK operation in the UK.

It would be remiss of me to not mention
Highways and potholes specifically!
You will soon see the effect of a massive
investment in two state of the art machines.
This is alongside extra staff for winter support
and a significant road improvement strategy.
Still, we need much more funding to bring our
roads back up to pre recession days and we as
a cabinet are lobbying hard on this.

An initial trial area will go live on 25 November
2020. This will be in Wootton in partnership
with the Co-op supermarket. Initially, a fleet
of 20-30 robots will serve approximately
3,200 homes in the area. If successful, it
is proposed that more hubs will be opened
across Northampton next year. Potentially, this
could also be extended to other towns.

Finally, I sincerely hope we can all enjoy a
wonderful Christmas with family, friends and
our community. And do say hello if you see
me!

When the service goes live on 25 November,
residents will be able to order groceries and
other items from the Co-op’s Wootton Fields
store, via the Starship Delivery App and have
them delivered right to their front doors.

If you wish to keep updated, please connect
with me on:
Cllr Lizzy Bowen

Some facts

Elizabeth Bowen JP
My email address is
Libowen@northamptonshire.gov.uk
Elizabeth Bowen
Deputy Leader: Northants County
Cabinet Member: Shadow West Unitary
Vice President: SNCA

December 2020
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l

678 (L) x 569 (W) x 1248 (H) mm

l

Weight: 23 kg

l

Battery life: 2 hours (6km of driving)

l

Maximum speed: 6km/h

l

Cargo space: 402 x 344 x 330 mm

l

Maximum cargo weight: 10 kg
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Coffee and a good book? . . . it’s on it’s way!
We were all so excited to see the extension to
the existing Community Centre finally ‘break
ground’ on October 1st! After several years
working hard on the opportunity, the largest
project the Parish Council has ever undertaken
gained planning permission earlier this year,
and after a contractor was chosen the work
has now started in earnest.
So, what’s the new building all about? Well,
following the recommendations in the Parish
Consultation the Community Centre is being
extended to provide a multi-purpose, social
community space encompassing both a
new coffee shop and new library and we very
much hope to encourage residents, and the
surrounding community, of all ages to use the
Centre in a wider capacity. The Centre has
always been incredibly popular though mainly
for providing hire space for user groups.
Now, we are creating a vibrant social meeting
space for everyone to share in, a space for
groups and agencies to deliver services, for
parents, childminders, sports teams and
class attendees before and after their event,
somewhere to meet for a coffee with friends,

or just somewhere to sit with a good book.
Even to finish some school home-work, well
you never know! We are also hoping that the
coffee will be fast, and the internet speeds
superfast!

cutting edge with all the facilities and style of
a 21st century resource, and the coffee shop
full of light, an outside terrace, free filtered
water and even a walk-up outside hatch for
those with muddy football boots!

With additional space, they’ll be an
opportunity for more classes on weekday
evenings and at the weekend evening
functions can be even more special with some
magic happening to extend the main hall if
required, with a much larger bar area and brand
new upgraded lighting throughout. Our local
contractors Steele and Bray, and principle
designers and architects PHP in Milton
Malser, are combining brilliantly to deliver
something to be very proud of, and to them
and the many others on this project we are
most grateful. Our Parish Office has already
reported brisk trade in advance bookings for
2021. The brand new library will be bright and

We hope that after the extraordinarily
challenging times so many of us have endured
in 2020 that we can meet together once
again for good times, learning, relaxation and
enjoyable company. The work is due to be
completed in May 2021 and we welcome all
residents to view the plans on-line and inspect
the progress they walk past as the months
go by! No extra tea for the builders though,
they are doing an excellent job without any
distractions!
Jeff Servent
Extension Committee Chairman
& Vice-Chairman at Wootton Parish Council

Council of the Year 2020

Don’t Waste
your Waste

mingled with our general waste this causes
problems with sorting and that batch of
waste simply incinerated or sent abroad for
processing.

What does the law say about all of
this?
In Scotland, for example, food waste from
domestic homes and businesses has the
be treated separately by law. You are not
permitted to mix food waste with any other
waste or even mix it with liquid and drain
into the water system. The same applies for
Wales and Ireland - in the UK our laws have
not changed yet, but if you check the waste
section on the gov.uk website, there is a whole
timeline about how the waste industry is going
to change soon in the UK. This relates to
EPR (extended producer responsibility), DPR
(deposit return schemes) and the strategic
future of how we dispose of waste, promote
circular re-use solutions and treat more of our
waste in the UK rather than sending to abroad
for processing.

In the UK we throw away just over 11 million
tonnes of food waste each year. Yes, you read
correctly, that’s 11 MILLION tonnes. It’s a
huge amount. if you lined up small cars from
the UK to Australia, all the way back to the
UK and half the way back to Australia, that’s
approximately how much (in weight) of food
we simply chuck in the bin. It’s completely
bonkers. Food waste alone makes up c30% of
global greenhouse gas emissions.
Let’s also bear in mind that 50% of what we
throw away as a nation is completely edible, so
we are throwing away perfectly good food....
in the bin. Thinking further, of the 11 million
tonnes of food we throw away, 40% of that
gets disposed at a landfill site. The rest is
disposed of in a more environmentally friendly
way – for example at an Anaerobic Digestion
Plant. At an AD plant the food waste is simply
created into energy to power houses, for
example.

How can we help the environment?
If we get into the good habit of segregating
our waste at home, it is an excellent help to
the Veolia team in making sure the correct
wastes go to the correct location for onward
sorting. If we contaminate our bins it costs
us over three times as much to dispose of. If
you do not have the correct bins outside your
home, please ring the council and ask them to
send you the blue bin and the food caddie. The
brown bins for garden waste are now charged
at £2 per collection.

What can we do?
We can all play our part, most of the wasted
food in the UK is from domestic homes. We
finish our meals and scrape the leftovers in
the bin. Normally this is mixed in with the rest
of the rubbish which effectively contaminates
it from a sorting perspective as it can not be
separated because of the food mess. Our
council provide us with food caddies – the
small brown food bins, so that we can separate
out our food waste at home and present this
for collection. Veolia have a separate vehicle
that drives around all the houses collecting
these caddies. This is then stored at a central
location and taken for onward processing to
an Anaerobic Digestion plant. If the food is
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Let’s act now
The more we can do straight away will help
us protect our planet, our resources and
ultimately reduce our carbon footprint too.
Alex Hamilton
Parish Councillor
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Welcome to St George’s

Do not be afraid...

(Who says this in the Christmas story?)
When someone offers you
information and reassurance, you
can manage your fear.

Crib Service / Christingle

9th December onwards

Christmas Eve, 3.00pm

Download a map and a quiz sheet from the
church website (see above). Follow the map
to find scenes of the Christmas story and
answer the quiz question on each. At the end
of the trail, download the QR code to discover
the answers and other goodies. Remember to
keep a safe distance from people not in your
bubble and to be careful on roads. Angels will
mark your route.

This year is special, so we are combining the
Christingle and Crib services into one online
event. Arm yourself with oranges etc. and
discover again, the story of the baby in the
manger. See the church website for details.

Midnight Communion
Christmas Eve, 11.30pm
This service will be on the church website.
Take a moment to pray, sing carols and reflect
on what Christmas is about.

National Christingle
Sunday 13th December

From the 1850s, nurses were known as
‘angels of mercy and kindness’. This year
many key workers and others, along with
nurses, have been offering information and
reassurance, mercy and kindness to those
they serve, in homes, hospitals, schools,
shops and places of work or leisure. In my
experience, many of these people are ‘angels’.

Christmas Morning Communion,

Take an orange, some red ribbon or tape, four
cocktail sticks, sweets and dried fruit and
a small candle to stick in the orange. Then
watch the service on the Church of England
website (www.churchofengland.org)

10.30am
Join us for a celebration of the reason for the
season.

And finally...

Doorstep singalong

The Angel Gabriel (quoted in the title) appears
at different times in the Christmas story. The
message of Christmas is that God’s love,
embodied in Jesus, is bigger than anything
scary, even isolation and illness. Regardless
of your circumstances, my prayer for you is
to encounter God’s angels – perhaps even
become one of God’s messengers of hope
and peace – and to experience God’s comfort
and joy this Christmas and always.

Wednesday 16th December, 6.00pm

An angel in the Bible is simply a messenger
of God. Angels might say various things,
bringing encouragement, good news – or
sometimes a warning – to help the hearers
and wider society to thrive God’s way. Often
these messages are spoken; occasionally
they are enacted. Yes, the more I think about
it, I have come across hundreds of angels in
the past year – bringing hope, serious advice
or whatever is necessary in word and deed
to enable people to keep going in difficult
circumstances.

Angels come into their own at Christmas,
whether alone or in heavenly choirs. Over
the coming weeks you will encounter lots of
angels in Wootton:

Angel in your window
Do you remember seeing rainbows in
windows? As well as ‘lighting up Wootton’ to
bring some cheer, why not put an angel in your
window to bring comfort and joy to passersby? Let’s populate Wootton with angels of all
kinds!

Posada
December
See the church website (www.
stgeorgeschurch.org.uk) and invite the Holy
Family to spend some time in your home!

WOOTTON MAG

Advent Trail
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“Sing choirs of angels” on your doorstep
as you join Radio Northampton and your
neighbours to sing carols. Look out for posters
with details and download carol sheets from
www.doorstepcarols.co.uk . If you would like
to take part but do not have access to the
internet, please get in touch.

Blue Christmas
Sunday 20th December, 3.00pm

Rev Lakshmi Jeffreys
St George the Martyr Church, Wootton

Let’s be honest: Many people are dreading
Christmas this year. If a loved one has died
or you are unable to spend time with family
and friends as you would wish or you simply
feel lonely, you might not want to think about
presents, decorations and other festivities.
In this case I invite you join our interactive
service. There will be an opportunity to be
honest about how you feel and perhaps to
discover that hope and joy are available for you.

01604 962061
woottonvicar@talktalk.net

See the church website for details or contact
me.
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News from Wootton Parish Council

Lockdown – Unlock – Lockdown!

Council of the Year 2020

What a tough year this has been for everyone
and the Parish Council like everyone else, has
had to adapt to running completely differently.

members of staff on litter picking duty early
Saturday and Sunday mornings trying to keep
the space clear for everyone to use.

On March the 23rd when the Prime Minister
put our country into Lockdown, we packed up
our offices and started working from home. All
our bar staff were placed on furlough and we
had to cancel so many planned events being
held at the Community Centre.

When we were advised we could open
playgrounds and our outdoor gym we did
so straight away and devised a schedule to
sanitize the areas.
Lockdown second time was different; our play
areas remained open, but we had to close our
Outdoor Gym. We understand how frustrating
this can be for our regular users, but we had
stick to Government guidelines which clearly
stated the gym and basketball/tennis courts
must close.

During the next 12 weeks we supported the
fabulous Wootton Covid-19 Mutual Support
Group who were set up by a number of caring
volunteers. We arranged for the production of
a leaflet which the volunteers then distributed
through the Parish. A member of our team
was responsible for answering an emergency
phone line and was then able to sign post
residents who needed help to a volunteer. We
are extremely grateful to those volunteers who
made such a difference in difficult times.

Parish Council Chairman and Clerk receive the NCALC
Award on behalf of the entire Parish Council

Council of the Year 2020
In October we had a lovely surprise as
Wootton Parish Council was awarded the
NCALC Council of the Year 2020. The
commendation said that “this council was not
going to be derailed by a global pandemic”, it
said “the Clerk is one of the most progressive
and passionate clerks in the industry and
the Chairman is dedicated and extremely
hardworking”.

Parish Council Business
The Parish Council continues to meet
monthly as it has done through the pandemic.
Meetings are held virtually via Zoom and
our agendas are published on website and
notice boards. Members of the public are very
welcome to join our meetings and the virtual
joining instructions are on the agendas.

We decided that the Community Centre
being closed meant we needed to use the
time wisely and staff members were enlisted
to paint the children’s play area whilst it was
closed. We also upgraded our website to a
much better format and had to upgrade our IT
to enable staff to work effectively from home.

The Parish Council have been busy speaking
with residents and the Borough Council about
a number of planning applications. Several
residents have attended our Council meetings
virtually over the last few months and we have
been very pleased to be able to help them.

We managed to source some bedding plants
and filled the planters throughout the parish
with colour.

Land Transfers

The weather was amazing as we came out
of lockdown and our Recreation Ground was
being used by large numbers of people. With
people comes litter, so we decided to put
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remember that a developer wanted to build
40+ houses on a piece of this land but they
have since changed their mind and the land is
being transferred to the Parish Council for the
community to use. The horses which grazed
the land for a long time were all safely rehomed and are all doing well. New fences and
gates have been erected and the space has
been cleared of over-grown vegetation. Parish
Councillors met with the Environment Agency
and the Freshwater Habitats Trust to discuss
tree planting as grant monies are available. A
plan is being drawn up and planting will take
place during December and January. Once this
land is available for public use we will make
sure we let residents know.

We have been progressing with the land
transfers and will shortly take ownership
of the land on Wooldale Road. You may
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We are so proud to have been chosen for this
award and the entire team at Wootton Parish
Council have worked so hard and deserve this
recognition.

Councillors meet with the Environment Agency
and the Freshwater Habitats

Going forward . . .

The Parish Council is also taking a chunk of
land from Northampton Borough Council
as part of it’s Community Asset Transfer
Scheme. Land from Tudor Court to Curtlee
Hill and down to the Quinton Road is part of
that scheme as is the green in Farmclose
Road and land adjacent to the Cemetery. For
the next few years, the land will still be mowed
by the contract set up by the Borough Council
and therefore will not be a cost to go through
the Parish Council books.

Over the next few months whilst the
Community Centre Building is being
extended, we are planning to go out to tender
to appoint a proprietor for the new Coffee
Shop and the fitout of the new library. We will
keep updating residents via all the media we
can on our activities and please note that the
Centre may be closed but the Parish Council
remains fully functional and happy to serve
the parish of Wootton.
Tina Charteress
Clerk to Wootton Parish Council
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We have had a fantastic return to school
since September and even though there
are certain restrictions in place, the
children have loved being back at school
with their friends. I think this is in no small
part to us being at the heart of our village
community and delivering a values rich
education that our children deserve.

1st Wootton
This has been a tough year for 1st Wootton
Scout group as meeting face to face,
camping, walking, surfing, running wild in
the woods etc. have been made impossible
due to Covid-19. However what we have
achieved has been remarkable. We have met
weekly on Zoom and run a varied program in
which we have completed virtual camps with
the young people sleeping out in the back
gardens, cooked everything from mug cakes
to lasagne, to Baked Alaska of all things. We
have completed badge work across all the age
groups and helped to maintain the mental
health of the kids (and adults).

if we can’t find someone to take over so if
you fancy helping with any of the sections
(Beavers 6-8, Cubs 8-10.5, Scouts 10.5 – 14)
please get in touch. Scouting is an amazing
hobby and you get to do some amazing stuff,
all in aid of keeping the kids safe and sound
and we have enough people on our waiting
list to open more sections but we need more
leaders (you have to be over 18).

As ever at Wootton Primary School, our
focus has been on “Being the best we can
possibly Bee!” To do this each child has
produced a piece of art related to Bees
which acts as their pledge to always “Bee”
their best. Each of the bees on display has
been handcrafted and produced by the
children including our “Bushcraft Bees”
that were made from materials found in
nature.
Over the last few months,
we’ve had a complete revamp
to continue to develop our
bright and vibrant school. We
have included new displays
and wall art that really engage
our children and excite their
imagination.

Look out for us in the coming months when
we will, hopefully, be out and about doing all
the things you did as a scout!
Chris Gyles
Scout Leader
1st Wootton Scout Group
07534 967012

We are now planning how to meet face to face
and are looking forward to getting outside
again and enjoying what we do.

Poppies

www.woottonscoutgroup.wordpress.com

We are a large diverse group (120 young
people) from across Wootton (and a bit
wider) and we have a strong leadership team
but we are always on the lookout for new
leaders. Unfortunately one of our Beaver
sections (6-8 year olds) may have to close

twitter.com/1stwootton

At Wootton, we love being at the very heart of the village community so the children were over
the moon to work on the community Remembrance project. They understood, wholeheartedly,
how important it was to help remember all those who serve, and have served, on our behalf.

facebook.com/1stwootton(Northampton)

We urgently need your help!
Unfortunately one of our Beaver sections (6-8 year olds) may have to
close if we can’t find more leaders. If you fancy helping with any of the
sections (Beavers 6-8, Cubs 8-10.5, Scouts 10.5 – 14) please get in touch.
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See inside back cover of this magazine to fully appreciate these wonderful works of art.
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The Winter Mini Challenge
1st December 2020 to 15th January 2021

Registered
Competent
Person
Electrical

The theme is “Everyone is a hero” and will
feature characters from books published by
Knights Of, including those from Knights and
Bikes, High-Rise Mystery, and the Run series.
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w atte
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How can children take part in the
Winter Mini Challenge?
The Winter Mini Challenge is run through
www.wintermini.org.uk.
To take part, children simply read three or
more books – these can be any books of their
choice. Every time they finish a book, they add
it to their Challenge website profile and leave a
short book review.
Reaching their online reading goal will unlock
a virtual badge and a special Everyone Is A Hero
certificate to print off and keep!

WOOTTONMAG

is delivered direct to every
household in the parish

There are also fun activities, videos and
reading recommendations on the website,
plus an exciting competition.

See the Application Form in this Mag or
Email
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

WOOTTON MAG
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Application Form
Please complete this form when submitting
community articles or commercial adverts.
Technical data overleaf.

Contact details

Applicaton Type

Company / Group:

Commercial Advertising
1/4 page – £40 + VAT / issue
1/2 page – £70 + VAT / issue
Full page – £120 + VAT / issue
Back page (colour gloss)
£500 + VAT / issue

Title:
First Name:

Confirmation for Commercial Advertising

Last Name:

I have read and accepted the terms &
conditions for advertising in Wootton
Mag
Payment will be paid by BACs with this
application for advertising
Artwork has been forwarded to the
following email address:
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk
in accordance with the technical data
and terms & conditions.

Telephone:
Mobile:
Address:

Payment Terms
All payments to be made by BACs payment
upon receipt of invoice.

Postcode:
Email:

Community Group Article
(non-commercial)

Preferred method(s) of contact:

I have read and accepted the terms &
conditions for featuring in Wootton
Mag
Artwork has been forwarded to the
following email address:
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk
in accordance with the technical data
and terms & conditions.

Telephone
Email
Post
Postcode
NN7 2NU

Please return completed application form
to:
Wootton Community & Sports Centre
Curtlee Hill, Wootton,
Northampton NN4 6ED

For more information

Invoice / payment queries:
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Jo Painter
07891 214564
info@windmillnaturalgreenburial.co.uk
www.windmillnaturalgreenburial.co.uk

WOOTTON MAG

Advertising / editorial queries:
bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk

28

December 2020

December 2020

29

WOOTTON MAG

WOOTTONMAG

Technical Data

Commercial Advertisements

Community Group Articles

Artwork to be provided full-size

Text

Preferred format:
High resolution PDF or EPS
Embedded images at least 300dpi
All fonts embedded or converted to outlines

To be supplied as MS Word document or
text only file or email text.
The word count for reports from community
groups is a maximum of 500 words or 250
words if an image is supplied.

Please follow these guidelines when
providing your material for inclusion in
Wootton Mag

Alternative format:
High resolution bitmap (TIF, JPG or PNG)
At least 300dpi

Photographic images

Mechanical data

Other illustrations / graphics / logos
Preferred format:
EPS (vector-based)
All fonts embedded or converted to outlines

High resolution bitmap (PSD, TIF, JPG)
At least 300dpi (at reproduction size)

Trim
(mm)

Type
(mm)

Bleed
(mm)

64 x 93

-

-

132 x 93

-

-

64 x 190

-

-

Company/Community Group
Logos

Full-page 132 x 190

-

-

Preferred format:
EPS (vector-based)
All fonts embedded or converted to outlines

¼-page
½-page

½-page

Back
cover

Alternative format:
High resolution bitmap (PSD, TIF, JPG or
PNG). At least 300dpi (at reproduction size)

148 x 210 132 x 194 154 x 216

Alternative format:
High resolution bitmap (PSD, TIF, JPG or
PNG). At least 300dpi (at reproduction size)

We are here to help
Following these guidelines will help ensure successful reproduction of all supplied
material.
For further information regarding the supply of digital material, please contact:
Wootton Parish Council
Tel: 01604 705055
Email: bookings@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Poppy the Parish
This year as Remembrance Day couldn’t
be held in its usual format we decided
to try and ask the community to help
“poppy the parish”.
The Parish Council placed 70 poppies
in various places around the Parish and
decorated the Churchyard in Wootton.
The WI and Seniors Club made some
beautiful poppies which were displayed in
the Churchyard.
Stones were painted by Wootton Primary
School and were made into one large
poppy and a fabulous cross.
An enormous thank you to everyone who
made Remembrance Day so special.

CHRISTMAS
IS NOT CANCELLED!

LIGHT UP
WOOTTON
FOR CHRISTMAS
Whether it’s a candle in your window or the Blackpool
illuminations on the front of your house
Jingle those bells, channel your inner elf with a very loud

HO HO HO

