
Wootton Parish Council 
Minutes December 2022 Page 53 

  
Curtlee Hill, Wootton, Northampton, NN4 6ED 

Telephone: 01604 705055 
Email: clerk@woottonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

  ___ 
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 19th December 2022 at 7.00pm. 

Present: Chairman Cllr N Lodge, Cllr J Servent, Cllr H Hodgkinson, Cllr E Fisher, Cllr R Thakarar, Cllr D 
Harrison, Cllr D McClellan & Cllr A Derham 

Also present: Parish Clerk, Tina Charteress, 3 members of the public 

Item no  

219/22 To receive apologies – Apologies were received from Cllrs Homer & Batson 

220/22 To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on 21st November 
2022  
RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting held on 21st November 2022 were approved as a true 
record of the meeting  

221/22 To receive Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest  

222/22 To receive requests for dispensation 
There were no applications for dispensations  

223/22 Public Session 
The Clerk read out the police reports for November: 

• 1 Residential burglary 

• 3 Criminal damage 

• 2 Vehicle crime 
Members of the public: 
A Member of the public enquired about the overflowing dog bins which are owned by David 
Wilson Homes on the Wooldale Road. The Clerk advised they should be emptied more 
regularly now 
Cllr Larratt said WNC budget was being discussed and will be going out for consultation. 
Discussions have been taking place regarding Green Lane and the junction with the Newport 
Pagnell Road 
Gritting seems to have been managed well during the cold period. 
The A508 will be very difficult to use in the New Year due to utilities being moved to 
accommodate the new Roade by-past 
The Waste contract will be looked at in the New Year to bring the three council areas together 
Cllr Hodgkinson raised the problems with the A45 and communication with National 
Highways. The Chairman said a meeting needs to take place asap and the Chairman said he 
would like to be involved 
Cllr Bowen said the processing of gun licences is very behind. There is a clamping down on 
enforcement.  The number of adults and children in social care has increased significantly 

224/22 To receive the Clerk’s Report: 

• The Clerk advised Members she had attended meetings with: 
Northants CALC & WNC 
Northants CALC Audit 
Northampton Clerk’s Forum 
Hardingstone Parish Council 
Ashby Computers 
Nene Data 
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• Library visitor figures for November were 1810 

• A new EMO has been recruited which means we now have the Community Centre 
staffed from 7am – 9pm weekdays 

• The new memorial benches at Simpson Manor have been tampered with and 
someone has tried to unscrew the fixings. Parish & Shires will purchase some new 
nuts and re-tighten them  

225/22 Finance & Administration 
a To approve the payments made between 17th November – 14th December 2022 

RESOLVED: to agree the payments made between 17th November – 14th December 2022 
shown in Appendix A.   
b To receive bank balances for the end of October:  

• Unity £180,771.32 

• Unity, Simpson Manor £420.90  

• Unity Extension £25,759.75 

• Nationwide £110,584.05 
c To receive the Actuals vs Budget report 
Members received the Actuals vs Budget report  
Cllr Derham asked if the number of decimal points could be reduced 
d To add Cllr Derham onto the Finance & Community Centre Committee  

RESOLVED: to add Cllr Derham onto the Committee 

e To agree the contribution rates for the pension scheme following the results issued by the 
Actuary 
RESOLVED: To agree the contribution rates 

226/22 To Co-opt one new Parish Councillor following resignation of Adrian Cozens  
This item will be carried over into the new year  

227/22 To discuss & consider repairs to carpark lighting 
The Clerk advised Members a quote for £1,152.00 has been received to wire the new lanterns 
to the existing posts. 
This item will be delayed until the January meeting. The Clerk was asked to obtain more 
costings on light fittings from alternative companies  

228/22 To discuss the content, management and updating of the Parish Council website and to 
consider whether to upgrade it 
Cllrs Fisher, Servent and McClellan said the website is not kept up to date with Community 
Centre activity and is not as engaged as social media.  
Cllr McClellan suggested speaking with Caroline Chisholm School 
RESOLVED: A Working Group will be set up with Cllrs Fisher, Servent, Ghavami & McClellan 

229/22 To consider a quotation for extra storage and shelving in the library 
RESOLVED: To agree to quotes for new shelving and new storage 

230/22 To consider a quotation to upgrade our computer systems to Microsoft 365 with SharePoint 
RESOLVED: To move to a cloud-based system 
RESOLVED: To ask for clarification on the existing quote 

231/22 To consider a request from the Bar & Functions Manager to increase bar prices 
RESOLVED: to agree to a 15% increase in bar prices 

232/22 To consider creating a cosy corner for young children in the Atrium 
Cllr Fisher advised that a neighbouring Council have created a cosy corner. Cllr Fisher 
recommended that the cosy corner is set up near the coffee shop incorporating a road map 
mat, a kitchen, and other toys  
RESOLVED: Not to create a cosy corner 

233/22 To discuss potential strategies for engaging in public consultation for future projects 
Cllr McClellan said he said he would like to see more public consultation before decisions are 
made on projects. Cllrs debated the subject and discussed the fact that not all residents have 
social media and that Cllrs are democratically elected to make decision. Cllrs also said not one 
size fits all. 
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Members decided that each project will need to be treated differently. Cllr McClellan said the 
Council should have a process and that he will put together a first draft for Cllrs to consider. 

234/22 To re-visit a motion, not affected by the six-month rule, to “sponsor a Parish Specific PCSO” 
and to consider re-allocating monies to a different/new resource 
Cllr McClellan suggested the monies could be better spent looking at a Youth Outreach 
Worker. Members discussed updating the play equipment with the budgeted funds 
RESOLVED: Not to continue with the recruitment of a Parish specific PCSO 
RESOLVED: To allocate the budgeted PCSO monies to the playground. Cllrs Fisher & Servent 
will investigate options for the playground 

235/22 To discuss parking on Curtlee Hill when the Rec is being used 
Cllr McClellan told the meeting that the Curtlee Hill is very difficult to negotiate when there is 
anything on the Rec i.e., football. He asked Cllr Larratt if there is any scope for creating a 
parking lane on the road 
Cllr Larratt advise the meeting that there is no budget for this work but agreed with the idea in 
principle. Cllr Larratt said he would ask Helen Howard from Northamptonshire Highways to 
come and view the area.  
The Chairman asked what the process is to apply for work like this.  
The Clerk was asked to write to the football clubs to ask them to encourage parking in the 
carpark 

236/22 To discuss the road flooding on the Queen Eleanor roundabout 
Cllr McClellan raised this item, and the Chairman said the flooding happens every time it rains. 
Cllr Larratt advised the work is being planned for some time in 2023. 
The Clerk was asked to write a letter of complaint that this work has not been completed and 
Cllr Larratt advised he would ask an officer to attend the next Parish Council meeting 

237/22 To consider a quotation to remove the steep slope at the entrance to the Simpson Manor 
Memorial Garden, to level with tarmac, and place handrails either side of the entrance 
Members advised there were a number of entrances to get into the Memorial Garden and: 
RESOLVED: Not to remove the slope 

238/22 To consider the following planning applications: 
WNN/2022/1239 - 11 Crosswaters, Wootton - Front porch extension & garage conversion 
RESOLVED: No Comments 
WNN/2022/1269 - 31 Hocknell Close, Wootton - Loft conversion with re dormer roof 
RESOLVED: to comment on the application as the proposal will cause surrounding properties 
to be overlooked and loose privacy 
WNN/2022/1311 - 3 High Street, Wootton - Single storey garage extension to house 
strongman 4 post parking lift for client’s vintage car collection 
RESOLVED: To express concerns on the application as it changes the look of the listed building 
WNN/2022/1312 - 3 High Street, Wootton - List building consent for Single storey garage 
extension to house strongman 4 post parking lift for client’s vintage car collection 
RESOLVED: No comments 

239/22 To receive the Minutes of the Events Sub-Committee and to consider any action necessary 
The Minutes were received 

240/22 To receive a report from Councillors attending meetings 
Cllr Lodge advised Members of a meeting with Hardingstone Parish Council to discuss the Tilia 
Homes development. 
Cllrs Lodge & McClellan met with Ashby Computers 
Cllr Lodge met with Nene Data 

241/22 To receive a report from Councillors attending the Cllr monthly Surgery and to the consider 
any requests 
Cllrs Lodge & Hodgkinson carried out the surgery  

218/22 To note the date of the next meeting – Parish Council Meeting 16th January 2023  

 Close 
The meeting closed at 21.48pm 
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Signed__________________________     Date _______________________ 
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Appendix A 

Bill Payment List 
17 November - 14 December, 2022 

 Date No. Supplier Amount 

Unity Current A/C     

 20/11/2022 DDR BOC -119.83   

 30/11/2022 DDR Siemens -82.80   

 21/11/2022 DDR Barton Telecom Services -91.47   

 09/12/2022 DDR Eposnow -102.00   

 17/11/2022 DDR LWC NORTHAMPTON -723.02   

 17/11/2022 DDR LWC NORTHAMPTON -77.57   

 17/11/2022 DDR LWC NORTHAMPTON -84.46   

 30/11/2022 DDR Veolia -212.26   

 17/11/2022 OnLine Homemade by Victoria -400.00   

 17/11/2022 OnLine ESPO Energy Gas -135.02   

 17/11/2022 OnLine Haines Watts -240.00   

 30/11/2022 DDR Quickbooks -38.40   

 17/11/2022 Online Jones Wholesale -29.88   

 01/12/2022 OnLine Almac -2,110.00   

 01/12/2022 OnLine Ashby Computer Services LLP -340.50   

 01/12/2022 OnLine BACA -36.00   

 01/12/2022 DDR Grenke Leasing Limited (CCTV) -62.71   

 01/12/2022 OnLine Soundsorba Limited -2,041.20   

 01/12/2022 OnLine Luke Knighton -752.17   

 01/12/2022 OnLine Gem Johnson -5.55   

 01/12/2022 OnLine Stoke Goldington -101.00   

 01/12/2022 OnLine Rod Elder -100.00   

 01/12/2022 OnLine ESPO -395.97   

 28/11/2022 OnLine K & J Hird Ltd -2,721.60   

 01/12/2022 OnLine MOSOUNDS -525.60   

 01/12/2022 OnLine Proludic play and sports areas -310.15   

 01/12/2022 OnLine Wootton Seniors -950.00   

 01/12/2022 OnLine Weedwise Ltd -756.00   

 01/12/2022 OnLine Zoom -14.39   

 01/12/2022 DDR West Northants Council (Business Rates) -91.00   

 01/12/2022 DDR TV Licencing -41.00   

 01/12/2022 OnLine TotalEnergies -3,093.94   

Total for Unity Current A/C    
-£   

16,785.49   

Unity Simpson Manor S106     

 01/12/2022 OnLine Parish & Shires Tree Specialists -5,676.00   

Total for Unity Simpson Manor S106    
-£     

5,676.00   

   Net salary costs:             19,074.00 


